Decades of Darkness Footnotes

#1: Seeds of Division

[1] This clause was primarily included in the OTL Hartford Convention because of the existing war and demands that the militias operate under state command, not national.  A similar clause was included in this convention because the secessionists foresaw the need to raise militias if secession went ahead.

--

#3: The Gathering Storm Clouds

[1] In OTL, Governor Christopher Gore, a Federalist, was defeated by Elbridge Gerry, a Democratic-Republican, in the 1809 election.  Here, the stronger Federalist sentiment over the prolonged Embargo has seen Gore retain the Governorship.

[2] This address is closely based on a letter which Pickering wrote to George Cabot, head of the Essex Junto, and who presided over the Hartford Convention in both OTL and the ATL.  In this TL, I have him reusing the contents of that letter, and modifying them in the light of later developments, to form his address.  Some of the paragraphs of the letter have been used verbatim, some with slight modifications, and new paragraphs have been added to suit the nature of a spoken address rather than a letter.

--

#5: The Florida Question

[1] I haven’t been able to find out whether Rhea travelled to Washington in person to plead his case or not – my sources vary.  It seems plausible that he might visit in an ATL, though.  Either way, Madison turned him down in OTL, and he would be even more likely to do so in this TL, I think.

[2] Henry Clay was under thirty when he was admitted to the U.S. Senate, below the Constitutionally-mandated age.

--

#6: The British Answer

[1] This is contrary to what British leaders thought later, during the ACW.  By then, it had become apparent just how much land there was in North America, and how easily it could be filled up with people.  At this time, it was far from obvious what a colossus the United States would become, and the British were more prepared to do things which weakened the Americans (e.g. supporting the American Indians).

--

#7: The War Drums Sound

[1] James E. Howard has been denigrated by some professional historians as being a populist historian, trying to inject controversy into undisputed areas, of “glossing over” controversial areas in favour of telling the version which he thinks sounds the most exciting to his readers, and of having a distinct anti-American bias (and to a lesser extent, anti-British bias).  Nevertheless, his history of the war is one of the most entertaining books on the subject.

--

#8: Echoes in the Mist

[1] George Clinton was a New Yorker, but he merely became Acting President, not President.  Madison is the 4th President.

[2] This refers to the British claims to part of Maine, which at this time was still part of the state of Massachusetts.

[3] Broome died in 8 August 1810 in OTL; here the desire to do something about secession meant that he clung on to life for a while longer. [4]

[4] Although he wasn’t necessarily in a fit state to do much about it anyway, which was another reason New York was so confused.

--

#12: Winter of Discontent

[1] Peter B. Porter was prominent during the lead-up to the Second War of Independence, as a “War Hawk” and supporter of the frontier development, which developed in him a firm hatred of the British.  During the war, he led volunteers around Buffalo and the Niagara frontier against the British, distinguishing himself reasonably well, and preventing any major incursions into Buffalo from British North America.  But like so many others, he was handed a poisonous choice on the conclusion of the war, whether to abandon his home and go to the United States, or remain in a New York which was to become part of New England, thus living in the land of his recent enemies.

[2] In OTL, Porter supported war with Britain but thought that the declaration of war should be delayed, even in 1812, on the grounds that the defenses were not yet ready.  Here, the crisis of secession meant that war broke out earlier despite his objections.

[3] Louisiana was admitted as a state in October 31, 1812 in this TL, giving it enough time to participate in the presidential elections of that year.  This is later than it was admitted in OTL (April 30), and Louisiana is now a smaller state.  Baton Rogue and the surrounding areas are part of the state of West Florida (indeed, Baton Rogue is the capital of that state).  Louisiana now has its capital at New Orleans.  It’s still admitted, though, because the USA has a desire to add more stars to the flag, to make up for those that are being lost.

--

#16: The Butterfly’s Wings

[1] In this TL, Napoleon accepted Marshal Davout’s advice to take a different route on the retreat from Moscow, avoiding already-plundered Smolensk.  The result was still a massive disaster for France, but more of the army survived.

[2] This battle was fought later in the year than in OTL, but given the strategic position of the city, it still seems reasonable to me that, despite the different details of the campaign, that a battle would be fought at Leipzig.

[3] Napoleon ignored the rain here and attacked earlier in the day.  It was enough to gain a (temporary) victory over Wellington.

[4] This is meant to be French for “I have returned.”  (Shades of Douglas “MacArthur” Bonaparte here).

[5] Mostly out of guilt for forcing the Spanish to give up West Florida, the British allow them to retain Trinidad.  Since they no longer have Trinidad, they also judge Tobago is not worth having, and return it to France.

[6] Due to more money spent in the Americas, and the defeat of Wellington, British influence at the Congress was reduced.  This meant that the Prussians got much less of the Rhineland: the rest was divvied up between Nassau, Bavaria and the Netherlands.  The Prussians got Saxony instead.  The reduction of British influence also meant that the Congress did not adopt an official resolution condemning the slave trade, although the French did agree to do what they could to reduce it, and Spain and Portugal to begin steps in that direction.

[7] This is the same number of member states as in OTL, but the members are different: there is no longer a Kingdom of Saxony, and the Netherlands have been included.

[8] Since the French retained Tobago, the Swedes were permitted to keep Guadeloupe.

--

#17: In The Aftermath Of War

[1] Yes, I know this is similar to the wording of the OTL Twenty-Fifth Amendment (and the Twentieth).  There are, however, a couple of important differences.  It seems logical to me that after having first a President, then a Vice-President die in office, such an amendment would be devised that much sooner.

[2] This amendment also included a Section 4 and Section 5, whose effective wording is identical to that of Sections 3 and 4 of the OTL Twenty-Fifth Amendment.  They’ve been omitted here to avoid repetition.

[3] This amendment, which was proposed as part of the original Bill of Rights, took rather a long time to be ratified in OTL (until 1992, to be precise).  The reduced number of states saw it ratified earlier here. [9]

[4] This amendment replaced, and added to, Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution.  I’ve only included those sections which were added or modified.

[5] The legislators would be getting really, really tired of having to meet in Washington every summer.

[6] The earlier, war-time flag of New England was a striped flag with a rattlesnake on it.  (Thanks to Ernest Cline for his input on flag designs for New England).

[7] The southern boundaries of these states end at West Florida’s northern border, they have no Gulf Coast.  Other boundaries are essentially identical to OTL.

[8] Monroe did not get the same prestige during the War of 1811 as he did during the OTL War of 1812.  Wilkinson was popular as a war hero, particularly with his anti-Indian credentials, and thus carried most of the states which were worried about Indians in their boundaries (which was most of the United States).

[9] The other proposed amendment, regarding the number of Representatives, still failed of ratification. [10]

[10] There is no footnote 10.

--

#18: The Next Generation

[1] Abraham Lincoln was born on 12 February 1809, after the POD (6 January 1809), but was conceived before it, and was thus safe from any potential butterflies, except perhaps from some minor ones on his exact birthday.

[2] This not the child who died in infancy in OTL.  It’s another child, conceived after the POD, but the Lincolns still liked the name.

[3] Joseph Smith’s family moved out of New York in the aftermath of the War of 1811 in this TL.  But most Pennsylvanians still thought of them as Yankees.

[4] Technically, Saxony had not yet been assigned to Prussia, as the Congress of Vienna had not yet finalised things.  But it was clear by then that this would be the outcome, so people were by then getting used to the idea of being part of Prussia.

[5] Yes, I know Bismarck was born after the POD, but it’s not that much after.  Given that Europe wasn’t affected by significant butterflies for a couple of years, I don’t think it’s impossible that someone like Bismarck might be born so soon after it.  Strictly speaking, he’s an analogue rather than the same Bismarck, but he’s going to be close enough personality wise for most purposes.

--

#19: My Fellow New Englanders

[1] In the New England Constitution, it is necessary to be born there (or to have been a naturalised citizen at the time of the Republic’s formation) to be granted any government office, not just the presidency.  Needless to say, this is likely to cause a problem with future immigration.

[2] Historians have often interpreted this remark to mean that Pickering recognised the future problems that New England would face, as a small neighbour to a United States which, even by his time, was growing much larger.

[3] Pickering had been advocating this as a possibility for years; since at least 1804.  Here, though, he is expressing more of a wish than a realistic opportunity for New England to grow.  The Loyalist populations in the maritime provinces may be friendlier to New England than to the United States (since both have departed from it), but the Federalist character of New England is hardly one they find attractive.  Not to mention that Great Britain would be reluctant to let them go, to say the least.

[4] As with some of the earlier remarks in Pickering’s farewell address, this hint has been interpreted in many ways.  The most common view is that Pickering saw the Indian Confederation as a short-lived entity, and that he expected New England to acquire some of its land.  Others suspect that he was referring to the Canadas, or to the ‘border states’ of Pennsylvania, Delaware and Ohio.

[5] The Maine-New Brunswick border is approximately the same as that arranged in OTL (it’s actually closer to the border devised by the failed arbitration of the King of the Netherlands in OTL).  The New Hampshire border is as per OTL.

--

#20: The Three James’s

[1] Dolly Madison’s antislavery sentiments have been claimed by some OTL authors to have had an influence on Madison’s own views of slavery.  In OTL, he favoured gradual emancipation, but believed that blacks and whites could not readily live alongside each other if freed.  The changing circumstances in this TL, including the early death of his wife, have given him slightly different sentiments, although he continues to regard it as a necessary evil.

[2] The Treaty of Halifax had not yet been signed at the time of this discussion.

[3] Based on Madison’s views in OTL, but modified in line with his new sentiments.

[4] Madison expressed similar views about turning slaves to manufacturing in OTL.

--

#22: A Matter Of Trade

[1] Absent the issue of a Missouri crisis, this issue took longer to become important than it did in OTL.

[2] A reference to an alt-Denmark Vesey revolt.  This was slightly more successful than in OTL, and increased the U.S. unease about having freed slaves kept around.  The responses to the revolt, however, vary considerably.  Some are using it to press for gradual emancipation, but more are arguing that slaves need to be kept as slaves forever, since it was a freed slave who organised the revolt.

--

#23a: Monarchs and Slavers

[1] In TTL, Castlereagh has not committed suicide, and remains as Foreign Secretary for a few more years yet.

--

#23b: Historians and Dreamers

[1] This settlement is both earlier and more numerous than the first settlers who entered Texas in OTL, due to the axis of settlement being much more southwest than west in TTL.

[2] This is the replacement for West Point, which is now a New England military academy.  It was not named Wilkinson Military Academy until after the President’s death.

[3] OTL Auckland, New Zealand.

[4] Similar, but more racist, equivalent to OTL Social Darwinism.

--

#24: On The Road to War

[1] Readers are warned that Malcolm Davis III, like his famous grandfather, had a tendency to prefer controversy to veracity.

[2] OTL Melbourne, Australia

--

#25: Days of Infamy

[1] A historical figure, if a relatively minor one, born around 1780.

[2] The winter of 1816-1817, which was notoriously cold and had snow falling in June in North America.  It was caused by the eruption of Mt Tambora.

[3] i.e. slave-trading.

--

#26: The Stars and Strikes

[1] Wellington’s defeat at Waterloo means that he never rose to a prominent position, and thus never became Prime Minister.  This has delayed the push for Catholic Emancipation, and the process of parliamentary reform in the UK.

--

#28: Ravens

[1] Born in November 1810 in OTL, Briscoe has just managed to be born in TTL.

--

#29: Wars and Rumours of Wars

[1] In OTL, Patrick Matthew published an obscure and largely unnoticed precursor to Darwin and Wallace’s theory of natural selection.  Matthew’s theory of natural selection had much in common with Darwin’s and Wallace’s, including the idea of a struggle for existence, but it also had some important differences.  In particular, he emphasised the action of natural selection as an agent of stasis, and thus keeping populations where they are now.  He also remained convinced for the importance of keeping a divine being in the process.  His theory of natural selection is thus more acceptable to the religious sections of the United States, and can be readily converted to an ideology of being a God-favoured race which deserves to dominate the other, fixed inferior races of humanity.

[2] In OTL, the Russians fought an earlier war (in 1828-1829) against the Ottomans after the Greek War of Independence and were stopped from going further, partly, by a Polish revolt.  This war happens later than in OTL, and the Russians extract much more substantial gains from the Ottomans, although as in OTL, they still prefer to leave a weakened Ottoman Empire than a power vacuum which would invite other nations to step in.

--

#30: Crows and Jackals

[1] The Hartford Sentinel is the oldest surviving paper in New England.  It was then, as now, the paper most sympathetic to the propertied classes (at that time, the Federalist Party), including both the genuinely rich and the social aspirants.  In this era, it was much more conservative than in the present day, although of course it remains the paper of the social conservatives.  During the War of 1833, it was the most pro-war newspaper – although few people dared voice anti-war sentiments in any event – and the most staunchly pro-British.

[2] As in OTL, Commodore is not yet a permanent commissioned rank in the New England Navy (or the U.S. Navy), but a rank assigned to a captain commanding a group of vessels.  Although the New England Navy has close ties to the Royal Navy, it has retained the distinction in rank.  The New England Navy has, as yet, no admirals either.

[3] Naturally, the paper made no mention of the New England and Royal Navy losses in conducting the raid.

[4] The formal name for the residence of the New England President.  Informally, it was even then most commonly referred to as “Pickering’s Cottage” for its modesty, but the Hartford Sentinel would hardly deign to use such a name.

[5] This is the earliest source that can be found for the origins of the unflattering New Englander nickname for the Americans.

[6] This is a reference to the operations against privateers.  In the OTL War of 1812, and in TTL’s War of 1811 and War of 1833, privateers were a major nuisance, and Scapa Flow was one of the main bases for the ships fighting them.  Albright is, of course, exaggerating about the number of ships deployed there.

--

#31: Active Negotiations

[1] OTL Austin, Texas.  ITTL, named for Peter Buell Porter, the “Father of Texas”, who moved into Texas in 1820 along with the rest of the founding families.

[2] Similar to what Forey did in Mexico in OTL.  Then, he was unfortunate enough to get rebuked by Napoleon III for it.  Here, at least he isn’t being similarly told off by the U.S. forces, although he’s still looked at strangely for it.

--

#32: The Descent Begins

[1] OTL Auckland, New Zealand

[2] Much like the comparable shift in attitudes between 1810 and 1850 in the Southern states of the OTL USA, only more so.

--

#33: The Year Of Revolutions

[1] TTL equivalent to Social Darwinism.  See DoD #29, footnote 1.

[2] The pseudonym adopted by a virulent satirist who corresponded with a variety of newspapers and other publications.  Real name unknown.

[3] Internal Belgian (and Dutch) politics have changed considerably from OTL during the 1810s-1830s, mostly due to the inclusion of some German-speaking areas in the United Kingdom of the Netherlands.  One effect of these changes was a greater distrust of monarchy than in OTL, and thus Belgium was initially proclaimed as a republic.  It probably would have become a constitutional monarchy soon if it had survived, however.

--

#34: Peace or Pieces?

[1] OTL Miami.

[2] Due to a different outcome of the Congress of Vienna, Sweden ended up with Guadeloupe.  Outright abolition there proved too difficult, so the Swedish government is currently negotiating a program of gradual emancipation.  The expense has delayed it considerably, however, as has the profitability of the sugar exports.

[3] The U.S. Navy has not yet created a West India Squadron in this TL, and thus pirates remain a menace in the Caribbean.  (The British have made some attempts to eradicate them, but it has not been a major priority).

[4] Stirling is OTL Perth, named in TTL for Captain James Stirling who explored the Swan River and founded the colony.  It was not originally named for him, but was rechristened after his death.

--

#36: God Save The King, Because No-One Else Will

[1] This had just become the London residence of the House of Brunswick, as it was in OTL.  It was much less magnificent than today.

[2] There has as yet been no Reform Act in Britain, and thus the monarch has somewhat more power than in OTL, although not, realistically, all that much.

[3] The child who in OTL would have been Queen Victoria was born male in TTL, and has a distinctly different character.

[4] The Foreign Secretary in TTL as well as OTL, although he started later in the role in TTL.

--

#37: Shooting A Mangum

[1] An institution which was formed considerably earlier in TTL than in OTL.  As in OTL, the National Guard was a replacement and extension of the militia system.  The National Guard replaced the old militias which used to be raised, but whose system of incompetent leadership was largely blamed for the U.S. failure to exploit its initial gains during the War of 1833.  The National Guard acts as a potential defensive force, but its main duty is to capture would-be runaway slaves and, in practice, to harass free Negroes.  Readers of the Knoxville Register would be feeling a strong sense of irony for the National Guard to be deployed to protect “black” men, not to persecute them.

[2] Needless to say, such sponsorship is not entirely voluntary.

[3] The same name as the leader of Brazil in OTL, but with a distinctly different (more conservative) personality.

[4] i.e. slave importation.

[5] In other words, those damn Mexicans will fight for their country instead of letting us grab as much of it as we want.

[6] Treaty of Detroit, which settled the border dispute over the boundary between the United States and the Oregon Country.  In this treaty, New England mediated between the USA in what was then still British-ruled North America.

[7] Many free blacks found themselves accused of trivial crimes during this era, and faced transportation to Liberia.  Vagrancy was a popular choice.  It was speculated that Mangum’s approval of policies in this area where the main motivation for his assassin.

--

#38: The Sons Of Nephi

[1] This speech is closely based on Joseph Smith, Jr’s account of the history of the Mormons, as published in “Pearl of Great Price” in OTL, but which has been modified to take into account the different circumstances of the ATL.

[2] Due to the changed circumstances of Joseph Smith’s migration to Pennsylvania, he met Brigham Young earlier.  Oliver Cowdery has not, as of yet, heard of the *Mormons (called Nephites in TTL).

[3] Mary Ann Angell, who in OTL was Brigham Young’s second wife.

[4] OTL Chicago, Illinois.

--

#39: A New King For A New World

[1] William Miller, who in OTL founded the millennial movement which led to the prediction of the end of the world on 22 October 1844, has been up to the same things in TTL.  New York State remains a hotbed of religious revivalism in TTL just as much as in OTL, but the details of the religions are often different.

[2] In TTL, there has been no Durham Report, and thus no union of Upper and Lower Canada.  These remain separate provinces, although unification is being discussed between them as part of the broader question of Canadian unification.

[3] Because, as in OTL, Newfoundland and Prince Edward Island are reluctant to join any such union.  (They stayed out of the original Canadian union in OTL).  New Brunswick and Nova Scotia are less keen on the prospect of union on their own, and many of their citizens look to New England instead.  They are disinclined to pursue union with the western colonies due being separated from the other English-speaking areas by French-speaking Lower Canada.

[4] The question of Canadian unification has arisen much earlier in TTL than in our history for several reasons.  The first is the greater sense of Canadian nationalism inspired by fighting two wars against the USA.  The second is the greater population it has in TTL (more migration from Europe, and less migration to the USA).  The third is the rebellions during the last war, which, while not a serious threat to British rule in themselves, made the Liberal governments in the UK more aware of the problems in the colonies and the need for responsible government.

[5] In OTL, one of the reasons Canada ended up being called the Dominion of Canada rather than the Kingdom of Canada was because of American objections.  Not much has changed here about their attitude, although their ability to do something about it is much less.

[6] The ATL youngest brother of King Edward VII (the Duke of Kent lasted a little longer in TTL, long enough to father another two children).

--

#40: The Good Doctor

[1] i.e., despite renewed war, Jackson was not seeking to become “president for life”, as some of his opponents had accused him of doing after he sought a third term during the War of 1833, on the grounds that the necessity of war required it.

[2] The U.S. capital moved to Knoxville, Tennessee, in time for the inauguration of the next President on 4 March , after Jackson’s attempts to keep it at Washington lasted only as long as his term in office.

[3] The War of 1833 saw some of the advances in medical organisation, such as the development of specialised nurses, effective army hospitals, and a trained medical corps, which were not seen in the OTL USA until the American Civil War.  The mobilisation of large numbers of people in this war meant that the need was recognised sooner.  There were also some advances in treatment, such as using bromine to prevent gangrene, and recognition of the problems of childhood diseases, which developed earlier than in OTL.  Medicine is thus somewhat more advanced ITTL.  The Pirate Wars will also give some recognition of the problems of tropical disease (although cures for most tropical diseases are beyond the current tech level).

[4] Adhemar is a post-POD character, born in 1811, and thus just enough older than Grant to think of him as young.

[5] This is, of course, not the Ulysses Grant of OTL, but a “brother”, born ITTL, and who is somewhat different than the Grant of OTL.

[6] The USA purchased the Virgin Islands (Danish West Indies) from Denmark in 1844.  Slavery was still legal there (Denmark did not abolish it there in OTL until 1848) and, naturally, will continue to be so under U.S. rule.

--

#42b: The North American Tour

[1] The 1850 U.S. census did not include the population from the incorporated territories (Wilkinson, Nevada, Kansas, and Indian Territories) or the unincorporated territories (Caribbean, Oregon Territory). It also did not include the substantial numbers of U.S. citizens living within Mexico's northwestern provinces, particularly Upper California (an estimated 10,000 people at this time) and the Nephites around the Great Salt Lake.

[2] Notable emigration: a total of 220,602 free blacks went to Liberia by 1850, including 159,824 from USA and 60,778 from New England.

[3] The pre-statehood populations of Coahuila and West Texas are measured through the Greater Texas Census.

[4] Unlike their counterparts across the border, the Canadian and British censuses did not separate out Negroes during 1850.

[5] Includes British Columbia, Northwest Territories, British-Canadian portions of Oregon Country.

[6] Nova Scotia and New Brunswick received considerable New Englander immigration since around 1820 (approximately 50,000 each), and New Brunswick also saw considerable emigration of its francophone population to Quebec after Canadian unification.  By 1850, approximately 22% of New Brunswick's and 15% of Nova Scotia's population is of Yankee descent.

--

#43a: Revolutions – Islands in a Sea of Crime

[1] Not quite the Karl Marx of OTL, but similar in most aspects of his personality.  There are some important differences, e.g. Karl Marx does not explicitly deny religion in TTL.

[2] Some pedantic historians have noted that, despite the claims here, several European countries within these limits were untouched by the revolutions of 1849, e.g. Spain and Sweden.

[3] For a very low value of “reform”.

[4] And, of course, a Venetian republic with a fleet to back it up will be a challenge for the Austrians to recapture.

[5] Readers who are perplexed by the change in Visscher’s usual academic tone are invited to note his country of origin and, importantly, publication.

--

#43b: Revolutions – Against The Tired Of Years

[1] William II of the Netherlands died on 17 March 1849 in both OTL and TTL.  His son, Willem Alexander, is not genetically the same son as in OTL, but is even more reactionary and absolutist than his OTL equivalent.  And, in TTL, he has no 1848 constitution to restrain him.

[2] OTL Belgium, which here has twice failed of revolution.  William II, a more moderate man than his father, made some concessions toward autonomy for the French-speaking provinces, although not the Flemish-speaking areas even where there was a French speaking component.

[3] The Netherlands in TTL still include the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg (larger than in OTL because none has been conceded to Belgium), and a stretch of land on the west bank of the Rhine, up to but not including Cologne.

[4] An earlier, bloodily defeated Polish revolt in 1842 has taken away a lot of the Polish desire for uprising.

--

#43c: Revolutions – On The Oceans Of Enmity

[1] The Chartists were delayed as a movement because they were largely generated in response to working-class exclusion from electoral reform.  They have been similarly excluded in TTL – indeed, the Great Reform Act of 1840 had a more limited franchise than its OTL equivalent – but the delay in instituting this reform means that the Chartist disturbances were similarly pushed back.

[2] It is, I presume, clear what sort of agenda Pedro E. Hanford is pushing in his analysis of these events.

[3] Viz, the second Belgian revolution, and the combined German operations to suppress it.

[4] He died a year earlier than in OTL, due to a different illness.

[5] The child who would have been Christian IX of Denmark was born female ITTL, and due to various other mishaps has no surviving male siblings.

[6] Prussia has owned all of Saxony since 1815 in TTL.  The royal family of Saxony were given a new kingdom in Bologna-Ferrara in Italy.

[7] Not the Franz Josef of OTL, but an ATL child of Archduke Franz Karl of Austria and Princess Sophie of Bavaria, born in 1828 and with a different personality to OTL.

[8] Marie Coburg is exaggerating somewhat; Germany is in no sense a united nation in 1850.  But its appearance is still quite threatening to other powers, no matter how friendly it acts.

--

#44: Greece on the Wheels of Revolution

[1] In OTL, Lord Byron died of “marsh fever” – probably pneumonia.  Here, he recovers from it, as his initial infection was less severe.

[2] In OTL, in one of the more blatant examples of price-gouging, these frigates ran late and were charged at double the agreed price.  This is not what happens in TTL.

--

#45: Too Much To Bear

[1] California has seen somewhat more U.S. emigration in 1850 than it received in the early days in OTL, roughly 5,000 citizens, but it has not yet seen the boost of a gold rush.

[2] Kit Carson is still famous as a guide in TTL, but he leads Travis further north, not through the Rockies.

--

#46: Down Mexico Way

[1] Alexandra Samotsova, and her companion and English translator Alyssa Sherman, writing about the history of influential men came as about as much of a shock as, say, OTL’s Germaine Greer would.  Their choice of which historical figures have been most influential is unorthodox, to say the least.

--

#47: South of the Border

[1] Although originally a New Jerseyan, Kearney was one of those who shifted to the USA during the post-war migrations.

[2] Grant, of course, is not entirely up to speed on the differences between “Spanish-speaking” and “Spanish”, or, for that matter, the difference between “blanco” and “mestizo”, or many other subtleties of Yucatan culture.

--

#48: The Treaty of the Monarch Butterfly

[1] This treaty is based quite closely on the OTL Treaty of Guadalupe-Hildago, but with appropriate changes made to indicate the change in the character of the United States in TTL.

[2] Strangely enough, most of the artillery, munitions and apparatus of war which the Mexicans thought had been in their fortifications when captured by the Americans had, in fact, mysteriously vanished shortly before said captures, and could not be located despite the most vigorous searching by American troops.

[3] I’d appreciate commentary on the plausibility of the selected borders; basically, I’m assuming that the USA wants a line at roughly the 25th parallel, but including the Gulf coast down to Tampico.  What boundaries they’d specify is an interesting question, however.  The maps I can find don’t make it very easy to specify what a realistic border would be – I suspect it would involve an appropriate river as the westernmost portion of the border.

[4] The OTL equivalent article in this treaty allowed Mexican inhabitants of the former territories to have the option of become U.S. citizens.  In this treaty, they are not afforded that option.

[5] Again, the OTL article to this treaty specified that Mexicans who were waiting to be admitted to the US as citizens would in the meantime include all rights of liberty, property, and freedom in exercise of religion.  These clauses are not included in the ATL treaty.

[6] The OTL treaty made some commitments about not dispossessing Indian inhabitants of the former Mexican territories.  No U.S. government in TTL would make such a commitment.

--

#49: A House Divided

[1] New Englanders date their independence from the day when the delegates from the Boston Convention returned to that city and issued writs calling for elections.

[2] The events of 1845 have been retconned so that New England purchased Nova Scotia (after a plebiscite), but not southern Ontario or New Brunswick.

[3] The Radical Party is an outgrowth of the Republican Party.  It consists of the merger of certain elements of the Republican Party who left after the War of 1833, when the Republicans were tainted with accusations of being pro-American, and a more recent split led by advocates of more dramatic reform than even most Republicans can countenance.

[4] The New England Constitution requires the approval of two-thirds of both Houses of Congress before a new state can be admitted.  This is often quite difficult to achieve.

--

#50: For Kaisers and Country

[1] Who fills a role roughly equivalent to the Speaker of the House in the U.S. House of Representatives.

[2] The Reichs Chancellor is the head of the largest political party in the Reich – effectively a prime minister, although he is only head of government, not head of state.

[3] To Branson’s thorough-going British perspective, dominating the Continent meant just that, dominating the mainland of Europe, not the British Isles per se [4]. 

[4] But by the same token, even if Germany did dominate Britain, don’t expect Branson to admit it.

[5] A proposal delivered as a “suggestion” to the Holy Roman Emperor, whose role was to represent the Reich in foreign affairs, and who duly passed it on, recognising the advantages.

--

#51a: A Matter of Patriotism

[1] Some historians are of the opinion that Cass wrote even his private diary in the expectation that it would become publicly viewed some day.

[2] ITTL, the Democrats showed no great interest in organising federal territory into organised Territories in preparation for statehood (largely because most of their voting base came from the more established states, and many of the western territories were expected to vote Patriot on statehood).

[3] These were duly organised in 1853 as North California Territory [OTL California], South California Territory [OTL Baja California, Mexico], New Mexico Territory [including OTL New Mexico, Arizona, and the rest of the northern Mexican acquisitions], and Tamaulipas Territory [OTL Tamaulipas, Mexico and the northern parts of Veracruz, around Tampico].

[4] Viz, until it has more white men in it.

[5] While the British are still not all that friendly to the United States, they welcome the opportunity to settle what could have been a potential source of friction in the future, especially given that at the time they were worried over events in Europe.

[6] A reference to a relatively minor slave revolt, but one which was symbolically important because of its location within the federal capital.

[7] This is, to put it mildly, a swift ratification, but an indication of the level of hostility present in the United States.  TTL has already seen massive free black emigration to Liberia (not always voluntary) even before this amendment made it officially required.

[8] This amendment does not specifically define “negro”; however, expect Congress to provide such a definition based on the “one drop” rule.

--

#51b: A Matter of Democracy

[1] These authors, like many others, do not class Texas as ever being a sovereign state.

--

#52: Over The Fine Dark Sea

[1] i.e when Elsass/Alsace became a member state of the German Confederation after the end of the Confederation War.

[2] The Dutch ruled the southern half of Taiwan for a while in OTL, but were expelled in 1662.

[3] This was the name the Dutch gave to the fort during their previous colonisation attempt in the seventeenth century.  They have reinstated it here for reasons of pride.

[4] The flag of New England is a red Cross of St George on a white background, with a blue canton and white stars in a circle.  It currently has nine, to represent the nine states, but is trying to redesign it to include eleven stars in a convenient arrangement.  Some have proposed redesigning the flag to have them arranged in a square or lines rather than a circle, which has caused the dispute.

--

#53a: A Collection of Butterflies

[1] i.e. slaves.  Bonded (or indentured) labour is a catch-all term used by many American writers to include all the varieties of chattel slaves, convicts, peons, serfs, debt-slaves and contracted labour variously employed throughout the United States, but in this period, slaves were the only form of indentured labour.

[2] This was established during the brief thaw in American-New Englander relations under the Sanford presidency.

[3] In OTL, Junius Smith introduced tea later, during 1848, and although it was commercially successful, the venture ended with his death.  Here, the changed circumstances mean that he introduces it earlier, and it becomes an established part of South Carolina’s industry.

[4] i.e. slaveowner.

[5] viz, he did not want them to use the lash.  Birney is not quite as vehemently anti-slavery in TTL as he was in OTL – he didn’t marry Agatha McDowell, who had an influence on his anti-slavery sentiments – but he remained a staunch opponent of it.

--

#53b: Footnotes of History

[1] In OTL, Audubon had the same doubts, but in March 1810 he was persuaded by the noted ornithological illustrator Alexander Wilson to continue with his drawings.  ITTL, Wilson had other calls on his time, and Audubon abandoned his bird drawings.

[2] In OTL, Beaufort College served as a preparatory college, rather than a full university.  Barnwell attended it first, but then went on to Harvard.  With Harvard now in another country, a variety of educational institutions like Beaufort College were turned into attempted prestigious universities to match those of Harvard.  During the early years, these universities were not particularly successful, as indicated by Barnwell’s (and others) scathing comments.

[3] One of the few characters who managed to get born so far post-POD within North America.

--

#53c: Filling the Annals

[1] In OTL, Darwin was the second choice for travelling companion for Captain Fitzroy on the Beagle.  ITTL, the first choice candidate was accepted.

--

#53f: Mere Details

[1] Mostly because they have many other people to hate, Americans ITTL are notably less anti-Semitic than they were in OTL during the nineteenth century.  Being a Jew can still be a barrier to social advancement in some ways, but much less so than in OTL.

--

#54: The Charge of the Right Brigade

[1] Viz, the same “kingdom within Empire” status which was granted to Canada.

[2] A Neudeutsch phrase which has slipped into English, meaning roughly “the final knife”.

[3] Europe, Asia, Africa and North America.

--

#55: New England, Old Problems

[1] When Michigan and Nova Scotia were admitted, Congress said, in effect, “Thank you very much.  Now please send us two Senators and one Representative each, and we’ll reapportion your representation after the 1860 census.”

--

#56: What Is And What Should Never Be

[1] A lot of Americans at this point had trouble distinguishing New York State in New England, where Abraham Lincoln resided, from New York City, which was not part of his state.  Hammond either shares this misapprehension, or is willing to stretch the truth to make his point.

[2] A common Germano-Italian name for the War of 1833.  German historians often make remarks about Anglo-American relations in the period from 1776-1837 being a drawn three-match series: USA 1, UK 0 (First Anglo-American War/American Revolutionary War), USA 1, UK 1 (Second Anglo-American War/War of 1811), with the decider being a draw.

[3] The United States had not, in fact, imposed complete order on the Yucatan by this time, or even for some time afterwards.  Some of the more outlying areas of the Yucatan, particularly the southeast, remained hostile for quite a few more years yet.  But the bulk of the Yucatan had been pacified by this time.

[4] Strangely enough, this happened most often in areas where the National Guard judged that the serfs were growing rebellious, and making an example of a few of the more abusive landowners was a politic way to calm them.

[5] Some authors dispute the importance of the Yucatan system to the development of American indentured labour, and ascribe more importance to social trends and developments in the main areas of Mexico annexed during the War of 1833 and the First Mexican War.

[6] German historians, in particular (and to a degree, Russian historians as well) tend to view all forms of American indentured labour as forms of slavery.

[7] Including, naturally, the right to lose all your property and having your land seized if you rebel against the United States.

[8] The Caribbean inhabitants could in practice earn citizenship easily enough if they wanted it, but the United States in 1859 did not want to admit any of the Caribbean islands as states.

--

#57: Jewels of the Caribbean

[1] An ATL character with a flair for oratory, inspiration, and possessing absolutely no comprehension of failure.  Mark Lansdowne spent two years with the Jaguars in the Yucatan, and is quite experienced at warfare in tropical environments.  Since leaving the army, he has acted as a mercenary filibuster, making one failed expedition to Mexico to arrange a filibuster of Veracruz, and failing horribly.

[2] Not as many abolitionist Cubans as OTL, however.  U.S. attitudes have followed the slave routes to Cuba, Puerto Rico and Brazil.

--

#58: The Call of Liberty

[1] Not the Lord Lyons of OTL, but a ‘brother’ of the same name.

[2] An agreement to divide the Balkans into spheres of influence, with the major portion going to Russia, signed by both nations to end the Confederation War earlier in the 1850s.

--

#59a: The Numbers of the Beast

[1] The figure for slaves was sometimes inaccurate, particularly in the northern-tier states such as Maryland and Delaware, who tended to mark some of the de facto free blacks as slaves, or just discount them from the census altogether.  Legally, of course, blacks cannot be classed as free, although many still have de facto freedom in 1860.

[2] i.e. non-citizens, all those who fell into the categories of peon, debt-slave, or just don’t have a categorisation yet.

[3] The population figures for some of the territories, especially the former Mexican lands, are somewhat less then reliable.  Wittgenstein has used the best figures available, however.

[4] New Leon includes those parts of OTL Coahuila north of the 25th parallel which weren’t swallowed by the USA when they acquired Texas in 1834.

[5] Influenced by the British-Canadians to the north, the people of Oregon tend to class Indians as white, at least in 1860.  (Those who make it onto the census, anyway).  Whether this will last into the admission of Oregon as a state is another question entirely.

[6] Sonora includes the northern quarter of OTL Sinaloa, which was basically not settled in OTL.

[7] Yucatan was not, strictly speaking, a U.S. territory in 1860.  But no-one was in any doubts which way it would end up, it would just be a question of how long until the ‘sovereign’ government of Yucatan requested annexation, and how long before the USA agreed.

[8] There was no formal census of Cuba in 1860; the military situation was still too volatile.  This is an estimate based on later data.  The noncitizen population represents those who were mixed-race or otherwise free blacks, and who would have to have their status clarified.

[9] Nicaragua’s census figure is also an estimate; there is no firm data available.  The population was classed as non-citizen for convenience, although a portion of the population was expected to be classed as white eventually.

[10] The man who in OTL became Colonel Abraham Meyers, Quartermaster-General of the Confederate Army, and who had Fort Myers, Florida named after him.  ITTL, Myers took more of a military line, fighting in the Second Seminole War and the First Mexican War, before entering politics.

--

#59b: The Marks of the Beast

[1] Unlike their counterparts across the border, the Canadian and British censuses did not separate out Negroes during 1850.

[2] Includes British Columbia and Northwest Territories, but does not include Alaska, which had not yet been formally annexed in 1860.

[3] The convenience of the census figures all ending in multiples of five has led some demographic historians to question whether there was some amendment to the census figures.  Particularly given the discrepancy between the census figures and the recorded votes for the plebiscites in New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island in 1861.

--

#60: In The Fading Light

[1] Any similarities to the funeral speech of the OTL 16th President are purely intentional.

[2] Having taken over from the old militia system, the National Guard acts as both local anti-slavery patrol and military reserves.  They are the first units called up when the regular armed forces are deemed to be insufficient, before any calls are placed for volunteers.

[3] A post-POD character, although with the same name as the OTL Lord Lyons, and with similar political connections through his father which got him into the diplomatic service and to North America.

--

#61: Jaws of the Jackal

[1] This is of course a person who is similar in many respects to Porfirio Diaz, although not quite the same person.  However, he did have the same sense of the history of Mexico as his OTL counterpart.

[2] The pseudonym of an Australian author who has published books on a wide variety of topics, including many at or beyond the fringes of contemporary scholarship.

[3] Except, perhaps, for the Khazars.

[4] Yes, this means that Mexico has no Caribbean coastline.  The transit rights through Veracruz form their only outlet.

--

#62: Filling In The Blanks

[1] Barnum returned to political office for the 1860 Congressional elections, representing the Republican Party.

[2] A post-POD character, who is vigorous in his application of Matthist ideology and the “struggle between the races”.

[3] The design of the “Black Prince” is roughly equivalent to the “Warrior” of OTL.

[4] How genuine this request was is debateable, although the ladino inhabitants of the Yucatan do much prefer U.S. backing to Maya raids.

--

#63: How Many Holes Has A Swiss Cheese?

[1] Special thanks go to Good Habit for suggesting the revised history of Switzerland.

[2] The former Kingdom of Bologna has been retconned out, with the royal house of Saxony now established in Switzerland instead.

[3] The division is similar in some respects to the divisions in the OTL Sonderbundskrieg, but with complications from monarchist factions as well.  Some Swiss wanted to keep a monarch with strictly limited powers, using him as a mediating figure between differences in the cantons, while some wanted republics.

[4] Although France was nominally a republic in this period, it was dominated by Napoleon II, who was hardly averse to the idea of restoring a monarch.

[5] Being born a few years after the POD, this Bismarck is not quite OTL Bismarck.  He has more loyalty to the idea of Germany as a whole, rather than to Prussia in particular, and he is less inclined to see war as the best solution to a diplomatic problem (although he is quite willing to use it when necessary).  He has the same formidable diplomatic talents, however.

[6] The combined armies of the German Confederation, which includes virtually all of the armed forces from the minor German states, and some contributions from each of the great German powers.  The Deutschleger is trained and organised along Prussian lines.

[7] i.e. keep Lombardy and Venetia, which were integral parts of the German Confederation.  The other Habsburg possessions in Italy were not.

[8] Designed by Matthew Spencer, who is similar to but not identical to OTL’s Christopher Spencer.

[9] The electorate of Hanover is still a possession of Great Britain ITTL, as there is a male ruler in Britain and thus no need for the province to diverge as happened in OTL when Victoria took the throne in Britain.

[10] And the sounds of Bismarck’s laughter could probably have been heard across Europe.

[11] Yes, poor Uri, but better than rejoining Austria.

--

#64a: Amidst The Gathering Dark

[1] Roughly equivalent to an early Civil War rifle-musket.

[2] West Florida has some of the best cotton and sugar land in the mainland United States, and is thus very wealthy.

--

#64b: Through Sun And Fire And Sea

[1] Not quite the Spencer carbine of OTL, but a roughly equivalent weapon made by a Mark Spencer of New England.

[2] Something of an exaggeration on Huntington’s part, but the Spencers that New England and Britain sold to the Italian troops caused considerable discomfort to the Austrian and Prussian troops during the Swiss and Italian War.

[3] Would someone with a better knowledge of Spanish mind verifying this translation?

[4] In English, blanco was adopted to mean those former Cubans (or Mexicans, or any other applicable former nationality) who were wealthy enough to get classed as white.  The poorer ones were politely classed as non-citizens, or, more usually, “greasers”.

[5] People who specialise in buying up intractable or otherwise rebellious slaves relatively cheaply, breaking their will through diverse means, then selling them on again for a profit.

[6] Cuba was not completely ‘plugged in’ to the broader American slave market for some time after its conquest.  But the export of considerable numbers of Cuban slaves – and illegal imports from Africa shipped through Cuba and Puerto Rico – was a considerable factor in the stabilisation of slave prices in the 1860s and even, from the 1870s on, a slight real (i.e. after inflation) decline in prices.  This was enhanced by the matching decline in cotton prices from the 1870s on, and the increased availability of non-slave bonded labour.

[7] Some of the omitted sections describe his two battlefield promotions.

--

#65: Taiping Away

[1] ITTL, Hong Xiuquan has had somewhat better access to Christianity, and adopted more of its tenets.  He also has a slightly different view of his relationship to Christ.

[2] OTL Beijing, China.  Xinjing means “new capital”.

[3] Not the same person as Frederick Townsend Ward of OTL, but a character intended to show what might have happened if someone like him with similar military experience had joined the Taipings.

[4] Yes, Hong Xiuquan had crowned himself previously.  But this was official.

[5] And yes, this makes life more complicated for the European powers.  Particularly with the Taipings’ opposition to opium.

--

#66: Whistle-Stops On The Global Tour

[1] Napoleon III’s desire for ‘la gloire’ in overseas colonies saw the French move into these areas earlier than OTL, although further expansion was delayed by the Swiss and Italian War.

[2] Which had already existed as a separate region, but which was given formal recognition during the Second Congress of Vienna.

[3] Francisco Solano López of Paraguay was not born in TTL, and thus there has been no War of the Triple Alliance, although Uruguay is in an increasingly uncomfortable position, sandwiched between the objectives of Paraguay, Argentina and Brazil.

[4] See the Matthias Baldwin entry in DoD #53a.

[5] Who has the same name but not the same personality as in OTL.

--

#68: Domino Theory

[1] This name is different from the President mentioned for this period in post #64b – I’ve altered it.

[2] Alexandra Samotsova, and her companion and English translator Alyssa Sherman, writing about the history of influential men came as about as much of a shock as, say, OTL’s Germaine Greer would.  Their choice of which historical figures have been most influential is unorthodox, to say the least.

[3] i.e. the War of 1811.

[4] Although Willem Alexander was the first Dutch ruler to be counted as a Kaiser, the dynastic nomenclature includes the previous two Willems as theoretical Kaisers.

[5] To Willem, English and American accents sound awfully similar.

[6] There has been a small retcon here: Britain kept Saint-Pierre and Miquelon after the First Congress of Vienna.

[7] President Griffin is said to have remarked, “Let the Brazilians enjoy ruling the Indians”.  Most of the plantations and European settlement were on the coast, and the interior was inhabited by hostile Indian tribes which the United States had no great use for.

[8] Another small retcon: Bismarck’s title is (and has been for some time) Reichskanzler (Reichs Chancellor) rather than Reichsminister.

[9] The leaders of Colombia and Venezuela viewed the Bogota Pact as a deterrent, wishing to avoid war with the United States at all, and they believed (correctly) that including Mexico in the pact would be more likely to provoke a declaration of war they wished to avoid.

--

#69: An American Miscellany

[1] i.e. non-citizens, all those who fell into the categories of peon, debt-slave, or just don’t have a categorisation yet.

[2] The closest character TTL has to Frederick Douglass.

[3] Although born in Orange County, which was part of Hudson state, Seward had resided in Buffalo for several years.

[4] John Speed is an ATL ‘brother’ of James Speed, who was born in Kentucky and who was Attorney General under Lincoln and Johnson in OTL.  John Speed was also born in Kentucky ITTL and had similar anti-slavery views, but had a more militaristic inclination and emigrated to Michigan after the War of 1833.  He joined the New England Navy, initially on the Great Lakes, and earned some recognition as one of the leading commanders during the naval war against Russia.

--

Interlude #1: Gazing Into The Crystal Ball

[1] TTL’s version of environmentalism.

--

#70: Rayne In Spain

[1] DFS is an acronym for Department of Foreign Security, one of New England’s two main intelligence agencies.  It was formed in 1865.  The DFS is mainly responsible for diplomatic, political and economic intelligence.  Its sister and sometimes-rival agency, the euphemistically-named Technical Classification Board (TCB), is responsible for military and technological intelligence.

[2] i.e. without the withholding of sections deemed classified or inappropriate for public knowledge.

[3] i.e. from the President.

[4] The Central Pacific, with a route similar to the OTL Southern Pacific, was completed in 1866.  Without the distraction of the American Civil War, more resources were placed into completing a transcontinental railroad a couple of years ahead of OTL, and the preferred route was a southern one, given the more generally southern focus of the *United States.

[5] Not the same Isabella, personality-wise, as OTL, but royalty tends to stick with the same names...

[6] Another post-POD character with the same name, but who is considerably more militarily competent than his OTL counterpart.

[7] Viz, the Philippines and Guam.

--

Interlude #2: Bride of the Emerald Aisle

[1] Two Catholic Archbishops, (Armagh and Dublin), Church of Ireland Archbishop of Dublin, and Lord Moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland.

--

#71: Eye of the Griffin

[1] Yes, I know the Liberty Bell had nothing to do with the Declaration of Independence.  So, for that matter, did Hugh Griffin, but it didn’t stop him making the comparison in a speech.

[2] i.e. aristocratic

[3] machine gun

[4] This class is equivalent to the OTL Devastation-class ironclads, and somewhat superior to both the New Englander and American ironclads.

[5] This class is slightly superior to the Colossus-class of OTL.

--

#72: La Gloire

[1] Strictly speaking, France did not acquire Andorra; it established a greater Andorra consisting of the entire bishopric of Urgel, which was jointly ruled with that bishop.  However, Napoleon III was keen to present this acquisition as a French victory.

[2] The British here are affected in part by their Australian colonies, where the locals are quite determined not to have any French expansion into the South Pacific, and also by sympathy for Spain, which means that the Philippines are kept under Spanish rule for the time being.

[3] Ceuta and Melilla, which are Spanish enclaves in OTL, but which Portugal acquired during the Congress of Versailles in 1872 in TTL.

[4] A nickname given to roughly the last quarter of the nineteenth century, so-called because so many of the leading statesmen and monarchs fitted that name, principally Napoleon IV of France, King Richard IV of the United Kingdom, Holy Roman Emperor Frederick IV, Kaiser Willem IV of the Netherlands, and Tsar Peter IV of the Russias, and also various lesser statesmen during that period such as President John Adams IV of New England.

--

#73: Amidst The Sands Of Time

[1] The figure for slaves was sometimes inaccurate, particularly in the northern-tier states such as Maryland and Delaware, who tended to mark some of the de facto free blacks as slaves, or just discount them from the census altogether.  Legally, of course, blacks cannot be classed as free, although many still have de facto freedom in 1880.

[2] i.e. non-citizens, all those who fell into the categories of peon, debt-slave, or just don’t have a categorisation yet.

[3] The district of St. Martin consists of the former Dutch part of the island of St Martin/Sint Maarten; the former French section is part of the district of Guadeloupe.

[4] Strictly speaking, Caroline is still classified as a district rather than a province in 1880; its borders correspond roughly to the OTL Canadian province of Alberta.

[5] Except, of course, that they are both wealthy and slaveowners.  The Patriots, as a party, emphasise more of the struggle so that any white man can pursue the “Great American Dream”, i.e. to earn a lot of money and have other people working for you.  Their candidates, however, still need to have money.  And, oddly enough, while they find many supporters amongst the up-and-coming, when those people attain wealth, as often as not they switch to the Democrats to support the status quo.

[6] The U.S. state of New Leon includes much of the OTL Mexican state of Coahuila, including most of the cotton lands near the Durango border.

[7] Francisca is Hampton’s second wife; he married her shortly after the First Mexican War.

[8] The Patriots are a much more factional party than the Democrats.  Broadly speaking, the Patriots appeal to the middle-classes and the nouveax riche.  Their supporters range from the “northern Patriots” of Ohio and the Sylvanias, to the small farmers of the Midwest, the miners of the booming Western territories, cattle-ranchers in West Texas and Chihuahua, and most of the frontier areas.  They also tend to be more expansionistic and militaristic.  They are supported by some industrialists, mostly those who are “new money”, but many of the more established industrialists are also planters, and thus tend to favour the Democrats.

[9] German historians, in particular (and to a degree, Russian historians as well) tend to describe all forms of American indentured labour as forms of slavery.

[10] Not a large one, but a debt-slave who worked very hard had a chance to earn freedom.  Most were unable to do so, but a fraction were successful.

--

#74: President Wanted (No Experience Necessary)

[1] King James I was born in 1821.

[2] The concept of “working funerals” hasn’t really caught on in New England yet.

--

#75: Nightfall

[1] Not the Brutus Junius Clay of OTL, but the family had used the name before, so I think it’s reasonable that they would adopt it in ATL for a person who is of distinctly different character.

[2] Which follows a route similar to the OTL Union Pacific, linking Sacramento, North California to Omaha, Nebraska.

[3] OTL Chicago, Illinois, and a very important commerce hub between Canada, New England and the United States.

[4] i.e. Clay’s lobbyists in Columbia.

[5] Clay is obviously not aware of which language the word “guerrilla” comes from.

--

#76: Going Under

[1] In previous declarations of war (and other official documents), as with this one, it was customary to speak of the “the United States of America and their territories”.  The increasing centralisation of the United States since the late 1850s, however, meant that popular usage referred to "the United States" in the singular.  This would eventually be eventually reflected in official usage.

--

#77: The Mexican Assortment

[1] Actually, Astor got this wrong; the quote is usually attributed to Henri Turenne (or sometimes to Comte De Bussy-Rabutin).

[2] Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.  See posts #64b and #70.

[3] The building where the German Diet meets.

[4] Neudeutsch is used more widely in Frankfurt than elsewhere, although common military service (except for Prussia and the Netherlands) is helping to broaden its adoption.

[5] The National Assembly, the “lower house” of the Diet, with elected delegates from each member state.  The “upper house” consists of one, usually aristocratic representative from each of the member states.

[6] Combined German Army.  It consists of units from each of the minor German states.  Much of Austria is also included – Galicia, Austria proper, Bohemia, and Italy.  Hungary has separate armed forces, as does Croatia, the third leg of the “Triple Monarchy” (consisting of most of the southern Slavic portions of the Austrian Balkans).

[7] Also known as Ouidah, a port in OTL Benin which was a major slave export centre.  ITTL, the USA bought the rights to it off Portugal during the 1820s (the Portuguese were willing to sell it mostly because the French had been eyeing it).

[8] This one actually was from Voltaire.

--

#78: Enemies of the States

[1] General Robert E. Lee, Jr, ATL son of General Robert E. Lee.

[2] ATL equivalent of the Medal of Honor, created during the War of 1833.  It has similar status, including the tradition that all other soldiers salute the wearer first.

[3] ATL medal equivalent to an OTL Distinguished Service Cross.

[4] The accounts of the Purple Heart in OTL were lost in Washington DC records until 1932.  ITTL, they were discovered as part of the move to Knoxville in 1841, and the military decoration was revived after that time.

[5] i.e. in a first-past-the-post electoral system.

[6] In other words, property tests and religious qualifications are abolished for all participation in federal elections.  This is not yet a requirement for state elections; the New England Constitution has no equivalent to Article 1 of the XIVth Amendment to the OTL U.S. Constitution.

[7] i.e. for allowing “blacks” to vote.  All other groups were already permitted to vote on becoming citizens.

[8] The Supreme Court determined that establishment of such national laws was constitutionally valid as part of regulation of commerce (Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of both the OTL U.S. Constitution and ATL New England Constitution).  This decision will have far-reaching implications for the authority of the New England federal government.

--

#79a: Everybody’s Fool

[1] Gringo is a term which ATL started to be applied to the Americans after the First Mexican War.  Rumours suggest that in OTL it was invented during the Mexican-American War of 1848-48.  Either way, given its etymology, I think it’s reasonable that a similar term would show up here.  ATL, it’s considered mildly derogatory, but nothing like as insulting as chacal (jackal).

--

#79b: Taking Over Me

[1] OTL English translation:
There is the white (man) in conquest born,
Just got up for dinner, boss?
Oh, you want me to whisper,
He exits, his day’s work done.

“Ai” derives from Spanish “hay” (there is/there are).  Anglo refers to white Americans.  “Conquist” became the new pronunciation of conquest (from Spanish conquista).  “Cen” is a shorting of Spanish “cena” (dinner).  “Jefe” (boss) is a straight borrowing from Spanish.  “Susure” is an anglicised version of Spanish “susurro” (whisper).  “Sally” is an anglicisation/throwback of Spanish “sale” (he/she/it exits).

[2] TTL’s version of Gatling guns.

[3] ITTL, Joshua Norton is somewhat better dressed, due to having spent longer wealthy before he lost his fortune and had to declare himself Emperor.

[4] Napoleon IV ordered the partial restoration of the Château de Versailles and transformation into imperial residence when he took the throne in 1876.  This provoked considerable grumbling from several quarters in France.

--

#80: Have You Ever Seen The Rain?

[1] Elgar is slightly incorrect here; Blaxland et al. didn’t make it all the way across the Blue Mountains either in OTL or ITTL.  The first white man to glimpse the “sea of grass”, as far as I can find out, was George Evans, a surveyor who mapped the route as far as OTL Bathurst.

[2] Something which Macquarie worried about even in OTL (about the American South, rather than all of the USA), and which he would be more worried about ATL, as he watched the beginning expansion of a hostile USA.

[3] A relative handful (2-3,000) additional free settlers showed up before 1825 ITTL, who would otherwise have gone to the USA.  These didn’t really dilute the Exclusives as Macquarie intended; they just created additional demand for convict labour (which was supplied).  But they did boost Australia’s population, including bringing across one Irishman who would be important a few years later.

[4] This was a year earlier than in OTL, due to more colonists pressing into the Australian hinterland.

[5] Governor Charles Lennox, 4th Duke of Richmond and Lennox, who in OTL ended up in Canada and died of rabies and got bitten by a fox, here ends up in New South Wales replacing Governor Macquarie after 1821 [20].

[6] In OTL, Governor Brisbane rejected this proposal.  It is approved ITTL.

[7] Approval was granted a year earlier than in OTL.

[8] Irish in the USA in the 1830s weren’t actually treated badly, but the rumours were enough to send a proportion of the Irish emigrants to Canada, South Africa, Argentina and Australia instead.

[9] This number of immigrants is considerably lower than in OTL, where 370,000 immigrants arrived in Australia in 1852 alone (the peak year).  The lesser transportation technology and the distraction of war means that the Australian gold rush is more spaced out over a number of years, although there will be slightly higher numbers of migrants overall.

[10] In OTL, Koori is a collective name for many of the indigenous Australians of New South Wales and Victoria.  ITTL, it has been adopted as the preferred name for the indigenous peoples of the Australian mainland (excluding Torres Strait Islanders), although many ATL authors still use the older (and occasionally considered offensive) term Aborigine.

[11] Atapattu is mistaken here; transportation to West Australia ended in 1859, and had been limited in the five years before that.  On a more general note about transportation: penal reform in the UK took longer than OTL, due to the delay of the Liberals taking office, and this meant that while the overall numbers of convicts were reduced compared to OTL, there were more in West Australia when it was the sole target of transportation, which built up this colony correspondingly much faster than OTL.

[12] i.e. the American War of Independence

[13] The Legislative Council had previously been appointed by the governor to advise the governor.  This had obvious effects on its composition and recommendations.

[14] Wentworth and Macarthur made a similar proposal in 1852 in OTL.

[15] Members of the Australian House of Lords after Kingdom status who are from the other provinces tend to become life peers only.

[16] ITTL, the Dutch never took possession of New Guinea.  They were considering it in 1828 when fears of Belgian revolution kept them busy at home.  Afterwards, they were generally too busy with European concerns and then focusing northward on Siam and China.  By the 1860s, there was enough Australian involvement that the Dutch deemed that any attempt to annex the generally unproductive territory (from a European point of view) would risk unnecessarily antagonising Britain.

[17] ITTL, the system of using “kanakas” in de facto slavery was never allowed to develop in Kingsland, due to the greater distrust of anything that could be called slavery.  Instead, lower-caste migrants from India filled those roles, and excluding them would have disastrous economic implications for Kingsland agriculture.

[18] There are a number of differences from OTL which (narrowly) keep immigration restrictions out of Federation.  The first is the already-mentioned greater strength of industry ITTL, which has developed quicker in an Australia with a greater population and which had this population a generation earlier (during the 1840s) when shipping from Britain was still quite expensive.  The industrialists press strongly for continued open immigration.  The second difference is that the labour union movement has been (relatively) short-circuited in Australia, which never had the same labour shortage after the 1830s which made the movements so strong in Australia.  (There are still unions, but they have far less power than OTL).  This eliminated much of the OTL union advocacy for immigration restrictions.  The third difference is that overt racism has become discredited earlier ITTL, at least within the British Empire, with the living example of a powerful country with institutionalised racism.  This weakened, although by no means eliminated, the racial attitudes which were the other major reason for immigration restrictions in OTL.

[19] In OTL, Wentworth’s entry placed second.  Butterflies have kept the OTL winner from entering Cambridge ITTL.

[20] For those not familiar with OTL Australian history, Lachlan Macquarie was one of the early governors who was an excellent administrator but who had a habit of getting everything named after him.  I think it’s reasonable that he would get a colony named after him here; he didn’t so much blow his own trumpet as play his own orchestra.

--

#81: Riding the Dragon

[1] With apologies to FDR.

--

#82: The Spear of St. George

[1] Although it turned out to be, “To Moscow and perish”.

[2] At this time, seven cities, Sydney , Liverpool [Melbourne, Victoria], Hobart, Eden [Auckland, New Zealand], Adelaide, Stirling [Perth, Western Australia] and Richmond [Brisbane, Queensland].  The Northern Territory has not yet been included as a province, nor has New Guinea, although settlement in Palmerston [Darwin] is considerably larger than in OTL.

[3] The “First Son of Christ”, also called “The Grandson of Heaven”, the Taiping Emperor of China.

[4] Which they do, but only a token contribution.

[5] Not the same person as OTL, but I would expect his parents (who were both born pre-POD) to choose the same name.

[6] Actually, a resident of the Cape, and he would be considered a South African, if that existed as a united name then.

[7] The ruling family of Madagascar.

[8] Titan is roughly equivalent to the Colossus class of OTL, with slightly better armour but lower speed, but launched four years earlier.  The increased competition with the USA, France and, to a lesser degree Russia, has pushed naval development faster than in our history.  The Titan class has been superseded by Marlborough class ships (roughly equivalent to the Victoria class), the first of which was launched in 1882, and also took part in this naval battle.

[9] French battleship of a class similar to the Hoche class, but with less of a top-heavy design.

--

Interlude #3: Bittersweet Kandy

[1] The coffee blight never struck Ceylon/Sri Lanka ITTL, and thus Ceylon remains a large producer of coffee rather than tea, which never became more than an experimental crop, and was largely abandoned in the late 19th century.

[2] The Bundesabteilungwissen, the German Federal Department of Information, which is the country’s main espionage agency.

--

#83: Smooth Operator

[1] ATL Gatling guns.

[2] “The States”, in ATL American terms, generally refers to the long-established states within the USA, not the Territories or recently acquired areas, even when states, where there is some potential for conflict.  By 1882, in the time Fisher referred to, “the States” referred more or less to the all of OTL USA which remained in American hands, plus the “first tier” of Mexican states from Sonora to Tamaulipas, and the Cubas and the more long-held Caribbean islands.

[3] The “Little Argument”; an undeclared border war between Venezuela and Brazil over the disputed border territories during the mid-1870s.  It came to an abrupt end in 1877 when Venezuela signed the Bogotá Pact with Colombia, Costa Rica and the United Kingdom.

[4] The difference between the Jaguar’s “First” regiment and the others would persist for a long time; even in the 1950s the First Jaguars called itself the “best of the best”.

[5] The former Mexican president and general, Manuel Diaz.

[6] Fisher would have no problems saying that Mexicans could produce people of quality, despite the current racial theories in the USA, because he could just assume that this general had white blood.

[7] The USA leaves a lot of names the same when it annexes Mexico, not wanting to antagonise the upper classes, but keeping something called the “National Palace” is not going to happen.

[8] “Anguila” is Spanish for eel.

--

#84a: That’s Freedom

[1] This is not strictly correct.  The Italians were aware of the importance of the railways but assumed that they could seize Milan more rapidly and thus obtain defensible positions further into the Alps.

[2] The Italian experimental mortars require some conceptual leaps, and they haven’t got everything quite right, but I understand that mortars were readily manufacturable with approximately OTL 1885-90 metallurgical technology.

[3] Sometimes-used Italian name for their front during the Second Napoleonic Wars.

--

#84b: Don’t Look Back In Anger

[1] Although TTL’s nationalism is not quite the same as OTL’s.

[2] Liberian name for the movement of former Spanish-speaking freed slaves and mulattos to Liberia from Cuba, Puerto Rico, and a few from Trinidad during the third quarter of the nineteenth century.

[3] Sometimes-used Spanish/Liberian name for the Second Napoleonic Wars.

[4] Perhaps not the world’s brightest move, but the Spanish government was not directly threatening war, just seeking to open negotiations.

[5] Britain was of course even more eager to support Portugal, but they were already at war with Spain.  This brought two additional powers into the war.

[6] Although the telephone is invented considerably post-POD, the fact that the same or similar names were devised for it independently in OTL means that I think it’s plausible that it will still be called a telephone ATL.

--

#84c: War and Pieces

[1] ATL brother of Jay Gould, the American railroad baron.

[2] Until the outbreak of the Second Napoleonic Wars, there was a separate General Staff for the Deutschleger, Prussia and the Netherlands.  (Austria has merged its Army, but not that of Hungary or Galicia or Croatia, with the Deutschleger.)  Lack of coordination between these offices was blamed for the fall of Frankfurt, and a new integrated office has been established, which is Prussian-dominated, and based in Berlin for the time being, since Frankfurt is no longer practical (although it has been liberated from French occupation).

[3] The Russians consider the Turkish War a draw.

[4] More precisely, he had realised that Russia would continue fighting rather than abandon Moldavia and Walachia, which they still mostly held.

--

#85: How Do I Live

[1] Serbia didn’t actually declare war on Britain immediately given the common border with Turkey and a desire to avoid a war on two fronts.  After the unofficial start to fighting between these powers a few days later, Britain made the official declaration of war.

[2] “White China” was commonly applied to those parts of China under the rule of the Taiping First Son of Christ.

[3] In OTL, this regiment was renamed the Grenadier Guards after Waterloo, but the different outcome to that battle ITL prevented that name change.  They remain one of the oldest and most honoured British regiments.

[4] There had been arms shipments and military advisers sent to Aragon since very early in the war, but the pressing commitments elsewhere prevented major troop movements until they had a convenient base of operations from Portugal.

--

#86: Lest Darkness Call

[1] American Jaguar doctrine, emulated by the Flechas, is that irregular units such as theirs should be commanded at the sergeant or even corporal level, and that officers should keep somewhere out of the front line to coordinate the relatively uncommon requests for guidance.  Hence, Harman and Lavrador don’t need to do all that commanding of their units.

[2] Grenade.  The term comes from a shortening of the Portuguese “abacaxi” - pineapple.  Abaca is also the Spanish name for a type of hemp, but English-speakers like Friedman don’t particularly care about that.

[3] Peter appears to have desired the Turkish Balkans and modern Turkey, not the more distant Ottoman possessions of Egypt, Palestine and Mesopotamia.

[4] The OTL October Manifesto, on which this is roughly based, differed in several key ways, not least that the Tsar established an upper house (State Council) appointed by him.  There is no equivalent upper house here.  There was also no request for formal freedom of religion here.  Russia ITTL has shown some censorship and willingness to break apart “troublesome” political organisations, but has not adopted any practices of “Russification” and promotion of Orthodox religion which were instituted under Alexander III in OTL.  The 1885 revolution was based on disaffection over poor economic conditions, military failure and a hope for a better life, rather than the more desperate OTL 1905 revolution.

[5] Russia’s population ITTL is over 100 million people, and all males above 21 were eligible to vote – the largest electorate in the world at the time, although the power of the body they elected was more limited than most.  None of the close rivals in overall population had a universal male franchise.  The USA excluded slaves and noncitizens and had a smaller population.  The United Kingdom had only a little over third of the population and only roughly 60% of the male population could vote.  France had a universal male franchise but only around 38 million people.  Germany had a roughly comparable population (90 million in the main German areas, with Hungary, Galicia-Poland and Croatia having their own elections and own parliamentary bodies) but with substantial restrictions on voting, which vary by individual German state.

--

#87: The Sword and the Mind

[1] This includes forces deployed from the associated kingdoms of Hungary, Croatia and Galicia.

[2] This includes Empire troops from Canada, Australia and South Africa.

[3] It will take the Aragonese some time to establish control of this region, but Britain and Germany have guaranteed that no other power will be permitted to take over the area.  Of course, this will not stop the British themselves nibbling at the edges if Aragon takes too long to establish itself.

[4] Napoleon IV was still entrenched in Algeria in 1886 at the end of the Third Congress, with the support of the locals and the Algerian branch of the Foreign Legion

[5] As the New England secretary of state remarked at the congress, “Frederick IV is Holy Roman Emperor, Emperor of Austria, King of Croatia, King of Hungary, and now King of Poland.  How many crowns can fit on one head?”

[6] The eastern border of the new Poland and Courland is more or less the line left after the 1793 partition of Poland, although Poland also has Warsaw in the west.  The Poland-Courland border is the River Nieman.  See http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/historical/shepherd/russian_growth_1300_1796.jpg" http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/historical/shepherd/russian_growth_1300_1796.jpg.

[7] The border is basically the OTL Morocco-Algerian border extended south to meet the extended Mauritanian-Malian border running east.  This matches the original claims of Morocco itself, which Portugal has taken over.

--

Interlude #4: The Main Frankfurt

[1] “Hansom” is an early version of a stretched limousine.  There were still Hansom cabs ITTL (Joseph Hansom, who invented them, was born before the POD), but the name was applied to more upmarket stretched limousines.  In North America, Hansoms are usually called “strets” or “strethorsts” (short for stretched horsts).

[2] The Reich (and hence most of Europe) ITTL drives on the left, as that was Austria’s practice in both our history and TTL, and the Holy Roman Emperor imposed that practice on the entire country when transportation was being standardised.

[3] Michelle has published various books and lectures on slavery and property rights, under her maiden name of Michelle Davies.  See posts #23b, #32, and #56.

[4] More precisely, where the man who is already Austrian Emperor is crowned as Holy Roman Emperor as well.

[5] Yes, I know this is the wrong word in English.  The chauffeur doesn’t, however.

--

#88: The Little Flower

[1] Portuguese for “the little flower”.

[2] The Brazilian coffee boom started earlier ITTL, in part due to U.S. investment in railways which improved the transportation networks.

[3] This is not the Dom Pedro II of OTL, but an ATL “brother” who has a distinctly different character.

[4] Uruguay still obtained separation from Brazil ITTL, despite the intervention of the Holy Alliance, although it separated from Brazil a couple of years later.  Brazil’s military in the early years of its independence was not yet well-organised, and it would have had substantial difficulty conquering Uruguay, especially with Argentina defending it.

--

#89: Under The Southern Cross

[1] USS Iowa is the third ship of the Jefferson-class, a four-gun mastless ironclad roughly equivalent to the OTL British Colossus-class, although with slightly better engines.

[2] See http://flagspot.net/flags/br_emp.html" http://flagspot.net/flags/br_emp.html for an image of the Brazilian imperial flag.

[3] OTL Bolivia.

[4] Machine gun.  The name arose from the first Hoovers (*Gatling guns), and machine guns are often colloquially called Hoovers in North America, but usually cylinder guns in South America and Europe.

[5] Self-acting machine gun similar in principle to the OTL Maxim gun.

[6] Not a large navy, consisting of a few obsolete ships bought off Peru and New England.

--

#90: As I Look At The World

[1] The increased Australian population is the result of overall higher levels of immigration, but particularly the demographic boost of having a further generation of rapid population growth with an earlier gold rush.

--

#91: Old Reliable

[1] The figure for slaves is sometimes inaccurate, particularly in the northern-tier states such as Maryland and Delaware, who tend to mark some of the de facto free blacks as slaves, or just discount them from the census altogether.  Legally, of course, blacks cannot be classed as free, although some still have de facto freedom in 1890.

[2] Non-citizens, which includes peons, debt-slaves, and others not classified.

[3] The population figures for the Mexican region, i.e. the rump state of Mexico annexed after the Third Mexican War, are not always considered to be reliable.  For example, it is recognised that there were slaves within the region by 1890 (albeit quite few), but none of them were recorded on the census.

[4] The Cromwell gun is similar to OTL’s Maxim gun.

[5] This class of ships is somewhat superior to the OTL Victoria-class ships, not the OTL Admiral class, using triple-expansion engines.

[6] Nevada and Wyoming (in 1884) and Idaho (in 1888) were admitted as states despite extremely low populations, with only a few weeks before rolls closed for the 1884 and 1888 presidential and congressional elections.  This formed one of the USA’s more blatant cases of gerrymandering, according to the Democrats, and a partial compensation for the larger number of small states in the Democrat-dominated parts of the USA, according to the Patriots.

[7] These states were combined because President Corbin, unlike most U.S. Presidents, cared very little as to whether he added more stars to the flag, and because without some mergers the smaller states would not have a sufficient ‘white’ population.

[8] This ship is similar to the British Royal Sovereign-class battleships of OTL, although with somewhat inferior gunnery.

[9] The Redoubtable is roughly equivalent to HMS Hood of OTL (the Royal Sovereign-class ship, not the later Admiral-class battlecruiser of the same name), although with marginally superior engines.

[10] The Nebraska-class is roughly equivalent to the French Brennus, although it retained a third turret where the French vessel did not.

--

#92: Age of Reason

[1] In OTL, Patrick Matthew published an obscure and largely unnoticed precursor to Darwin and Wallace’s theory of natural selection.  Matthew’s theory of natural selection had much in common with Darwin’s and Wallace’s, including the idea of a struggle for existence, but it also had some important differences.  In particular, he emphasised the action of natural selection as an agent of stasis, viewed extinctions as happening only during catastrophes, and thus keeping populations where they are now.  He also remained convinced for the importance of keeping a divine being in the process.  His theory of natural selection is thus more acceptable to the religious sections of the United States, and can be readily converted to an ideology of being a God-favoured race which deserves to dominate the other, fixed inferior races of humanity.

[2] Even in OTL, Patrick Matthew became a social reformer who advocated emigration as a means of avoiding what he saw as a Malthusian population catastrophe.  He saw this as a positive step, i.e. that it would prevent human misery.  However, this doesn’t stop other people taking his concepts and taking them in directions he would never have approved of.

[3] In OTL, William Grayson published an account of slavery titled “The Hireling and the Slave”, justifying slavery in terms of it being a good system when dealing with people of different races.  ITTL, I have him expanding such views to take into account some of the pseudo-scientific aspects of Matthism (the social proponents of the theory, not the scientific aspects, much like Social Darwinism arose in OTL).

[4] There are several flaws in this pseudoscientific babble, of course, but Graydon has not forgotten the Egyptians or other civilizations which arose within Africa.  He just defines “African” to mean those residents of Africa with darker skin, and he would regard Egyptians as closer to Europeans than to “Africans”.

[5] This book was written at a time when the United States had just conquered much of Mexico, and was trying to sort out what to do with Cuba and Puerto Rico.  This required some adjustments to their old views of a simple racial hierarchy (i.e. you’re white or you’re black).

[6] An ATL “brother” of William Lowndes Yancey (born in Georgia but an Alabama legislator).  This TL’s Yancey is even more pro-slavery than our history.

[7] i.e. those who are wealthy and powerful, even if they are actually of Indian heritage.

--

#93: It’s Just Not Cricket

[1] The name of the first Russian chief minister has been retconned to Mikhail Araslanevich Korsakov (it was formerly Baush Afanasovich Marakushev).

[2] In the first OTL Olympics, it was possible to have teams of athletes which did not represent a particular nation.  This was not initially the case in TTL’s Olympiad, although some later exceptions would be made.

[3] This is not exactly OTL’s lawn tennis, but a similar game derived from royal tennis.

[4] Not quite the same as OTL’s game, but a similar fast-paced sport involving a pool and some very busy athletes.

[5] The OTL equivalent of this match was played in the same year between the USA and Canada, also in New Jersey.

[6] Although as some pundits are fond of asking, if baseball is New England’s national pastime, why does New England have more babies than baseballs?

[7] Broadly similar to OTL Rugby (either version); due to butterflies the tradition of running with the ball arose in Harrow Public School rather than Rugby Public School.

[8] A game which has no close equivalent in OTL, developing in Liberia, but which has some similarities both with American football and rugby league.

[9] Culiacán is the capital of the American state of Sinaloa.

[10] i.e. after the USA annexed Sinaloa in 1864 in the aftermath of the Second Mexican War.

[11] This was in large part because most of the early American settlers in Sinaloa were young men who married local mestizo women, a detail which tends to get glossed over in most modern American sources.

[12] Ringball is quite similar to basketball, although with a different scoring system (two points, no three-pointers), and different rules for fouls and so forth, and no net beneath the ring.

--

#94a: Toy Soldiers

[1] This timeline’s version of the Vienna Opera House is celebrated for its dome shape ending in a central pinnacle.

[2] “The Union”, referring to the combined territories of the Reich and its satellites, Hungary, Croatia, Poland, and sometimes Courland, Serbia, Montenegro and Albania as well.

[3] Being born in 1813, Wagner barely managed to be born ITTL rather than being butterflied out of existence.

[4] i.e. during the Second Napoleonic Wars.

[5] Yellow’s Notes are an ATL literature study guide, somewhat reminiscent of Cliff’s Notes in OTL.

[6] The Austrian armed forces had been integrated into the Deutschleger (Germany Army) since 1864.

[7] An ATL Dutch author (or more precisely, from the German-speaking Rhine province of the Netherlands) who wrote a number of scientific travelogues in somewhat similar vein to Jules Verne.

[8] Think “The Island of Dr. Moreau” meets “Jurassic Park”.

[9] The “science fantasy” genre includes roughly the OTL concept of speculative fiction, including most of science fiction, fantasy, and horror.

[10] With apologies to Winston Churchill.

--

#94b: If I Could Turn Back Time

[1] A thrall is essentially a rat which can shift to human form.

[2] i.e. from the Spanish front during the Second Napoleonic Wars.

[3] The Upper House of the German Diet receives representatives per state, and most of these representatives are noble.  This means that reducing the number of states within Germany will weaken the merged state’s influence in the Upper House.

[4] These vessels are roughly equivalent to the OTL French Charles Martel class, although a little inferior in gunnery and armour.  They were laid down before the outbreak of the Second Napoleonic Wars, but not launched and their construction was delayed until after the war, when they were redesigned and 

[5] In fact, Napoleon IV has abdicated that title, calling himself only Emperor of Algeria, but his son isn’t that keen to accept that.

--

#95: “On, Wisconsin”

[1] The good doctor is a Wisconsinite himself and is, therefore, willing to embellish a little bit to make his case sound more dramatic.

[2] The term Jackals has come to be used not just Americans, but anyone who is willing to oppress others in order to meet their ends.

[3] Much of Canada had an industrial depression in the aftermath of the Second Napoleonic Wars, which was particularly felt in mining, although some other economic sectors were largely unaffected.

[4] See Wisconsin, 1866, Revolt of (Post #67).

[5] The term ‘pub’ has become dominant in both New England and Canada, rather than ‘bar’ or ‘saloon’.

[6] Thomas Dombeck’s grandson.

--

#96: By Their Fruits Ye Shall Know Them

[1] Probably a black-capped petrel, but Julia is not exactly an expert ornithologist.

[2] In Greek mythology, the Acheron was the river across which the souls of the dead were ferried into Hades.

[3] A lot of it wasn’t, being shipped out via railroad to Nicaragua’s Pacific Coast ports.

[4] There has actually been a little of this, but the major improvements to the San Juan River happened in 1871-1874 when U.S. engineers modified its flow as the first stage in building the Nicaragua Canal.

[5] Debt-slaves aren’t used in cotton or tobacco because they are reluctant to work in gang labour or for the punishing long hours of the slaves, and unlike slaves have some (albeit limited) choices about when and where they work.

[6] In U.S. legal parlance, peons are bound to particular land (usually a local hacienda) and owe a portion of their produce, but can sell any surplus.  (The landlord, however, can set the quota).  The preference for the term peon over debt-slave is a Nicaraguan reaction, due to dislike of being called slaves.  They are also sometimes referred to as indentured labourers or subcontractors.

[7] As in OTL, bananas were originally considered an exotic delicacy and eaten on a plate with a knife and fork.

--

#97: For Whom The Belle Tolls

[1] Grant’s father is Ulysses H. Grant, an ATL brother of General Ulysses Grant.  See posts #40 and #47.  Jesse Grant himself was born in 1851, and has already made something of a name for himself as a reporter.

[2] Actually, a lot of the engineers on the Nicaragua Canal are British and French.

[3] After the War of 1811, the New England federal government and the various state governments actually tried to reconcile their Unionist inhabitants, pardoning all but the most notorious individuals if they were willing to swear allegiance to New England.  But there was a considerable amount of private retribution.

[4] More to do with the roads being mostly poor quality and a general American unwillingness to spend money on upgrading them for the sake of a few horstcars.

--

#98: “Left Me Out In The Cold Rain And Snow”

[1] Due to the more Southern leaning nature of the *USA in this TL, the state of Wilkinson and the surrounding region is often viewed as very far to the north.  As such, the area has gained the designation of “The Northwest”.  The OTL Washington and Oregon region is referred to as “The Pacific Coast” in this ATL by the inhabitants on both sides of the border and in the American North throughout the nineteenth century.  Inhabitants from further afield, particularly in the twentieth century, tend to refer instead to the “Northwest Coast”, which includes the ATL states of Oregon, North California and South California.

[2] Charlie Owens was a slave on a large ranch in the West.  As it would happen, although slavery is legal in the West, it is not generally advisable to use slaves on ranches; or, at the very least, one should not use them as cowboys; no matter how loyal they may seem.  Charlie Owens road out one day in an errand from his master and never came back.  Instead he escaped, living off of the land for several months.  Eventually he became convinced it was his duty to free other slaves in the region.  After gaining a small following, Owens and his boys committed their first bank robbery.

Although this robbery was meant only to gain funds so they could escape to Canada, Owens decided that he enjoyed it.  “Charlie Owens and the Nigger Boys” became a successful outlaw group for many years, operating in the Northwest, as well as a slave holder’s worst nightmare come true.

Eventually the boys were trapped in the moraines of central Wilkinson and, in a stand off with state troops, they were all killed.  Owens himself was said to have shot the captain of the guard and five other soldiers, before turns his gun on himself as to avoid capture.

Opinions of Owens and his gang differ greatly, depending upon which part of North America you live in.  Their reputation internationally is usually highly favourable, especially in Australia which equates them to the bushrangers of Australian national mythology.

[3] Sylvanian; at first a name for people from either Pennsylvania or Westylvania.  It has come to mean anyone from the northern tier of states which did not secede in 1811, or state settled by such people.

[4] Don’t think this sort of thing went on?  There is a rather famous case of something similar occurring in Michigan’s UP in OTL.  These county wars could get nasty.

[5] There are a few names which keeps getting used, over and over again in the OTL Great Lakes region; Marquette, Menominee, and so forth.  Most of these come from either explorers or local Indian tribes.  It seems likely that this would continue in the ATL as well.  Schoolcraft was killed in the ATL while searching for the source of the Mississippi River.  What better name for a city upon the banks of that river?

Schoolcraft is not only the capital of Wilkinson, but also a hub of commercial and business interests.  It is often referred to, rather pretentiously, as the “American Dearborn”.  Schoolcraft is famous throughout much of North America for its brewing industry as well, due to the large amounts of wheat which flood into it from the West.  “Shultz Heffe-Weissen” will become one of the most popular beers in the USA, especially once proper bottle-capping is discovered.

[6] The Massacre in question is a rather complex episode in Wilkinson history.  Although Wilkinson admits the legality of slavery as well as the inherent degradation of lesser races, its rural areas have never been particularly open to slaveowners in general or plantations in particular.  This is due to both economic concerns as well as to the background of many of the state’s residents.

However, as cheap land in the New South began to run out, many plantation owners were beginning to look north, as well as south.  Several planters had begun to move into Wilkinson to experiment with wheat or corn plantations.  This greatly upset the locals who feared that they would be unable to compete with the planters in an open market.  They began to petition the state government to do something about the situation.

Governor Kasten, as it turns out, was either corrupt or simply unable to get this legislation through (depending upon your view of history).  The result was that several locals in the town of Sioux Falls decided to take matters into their own hands.  The organized a posse and attacked a plantation in the middle of the night.  In the process of this attack, they killed several slaves before storming the master’s house which they burned to the ground.  All of the planter’s family was able to escape except for his wife who had recently come down with influenza and was bed ridden (the flu being a relatively new disease to that part of the world).

The next day the ringleaders of the posse were rounded up and charged with murder, destruction of property, as well as attempting to start a slave rising.  Despite the support of much of the population of Wilkinson, the three ringleaders were hanged by the end of the year.  The case did make the national papers, most of whom tried to depict the case as a result of ‘foreign abolitionists’ instigating reaction in Wilkinson.  The posse had a marginal victory in that several of the already-few planters who wanted to move as far north as Wilkinson opted for territories elsewhere.  There were in fact relatively few of those; the combination of more profitable uses for slaves elsewhere, the proximity of the Canadian border for runaways, and local hostility ensured that.  Later Progressive governors would enforce rules of land tenure which made it extremely difficult to acquire the solid blocs of land necessary for plantations.  Most slaves and debt-slaves in Wilkinson would be either urban workers or household servants, except for a few pockets.

[7] The Progress Party, or Progressive Party, is initially a state only party.  Although it at first battled with the Patriots on the state level (Wilkinson was practically a one-party state, the Patriots having defeated the Democrats at every presidential election during the state’s existence until 1892), it gave them initial support them at the national level.  Eventually, however, the Patriots will split apart, and *populist movements such as the Progressives will gain greater prominence.

--

#99a: Between The Shadows

[1] Parts of North California saw some Chinese immigration during the days before the gold rush, when Chinese labourers built the western portions of the transcontinental railroad, and more immigrants during the gold rush.  Marginalised in Californian society, and effectively denied citizenship with a couple of very rare exceptions, their numbers peaked around 1869 and started to decline fairly steadily thereafter.

[2] One of the leading American filibusters in Cuba.

[3] Strictly speaking, Nicaragua is part of the mainland, of course.

[4] Julia and Bryson are here mangling, to varying degrees, Hamlet, Act 3, Scene 1.

[5] The author would like to thank Mr W. Shakespere of Stratford-upon-Avon for his assistance with the dialogue.

--

#99b: Man Shall Not Live By Bread Alone

[1] Like most planters, what Bryson mistrusts is labourers who can leave whenever they feel like it, or who can strike.  But he will tolerate it for a short time to build up useable land.

[2] In other words, they had been in debt for other reasons and didn’t really have much choice this side of debtor’s prison.

[3] i.e. in the former French Guiana, now part of the United States since the Caribbean Purchase.

[4] These two versions are those known in OTL as the “Red Spanish” and “Smooth Cayenne”.  The latter variety is most preferred commercially for its taste, although it is quite difficult to ship.

--

Decades of Darkness #100: Born In The USA

[1] See DoD #56 for a fuller description of the Yucatan system and the writings of Michelle Davies, which Clemens disputes.

[2] Most Nicaraguan resistance was broken by 1864, except for the intermittently enforced U.S. writ on the Mosquito Coast.

[3] Usually, the threat of visiting a magistrate was enough to bring reluctant debt-slaves into line, and the landowners figured out very quickly that positive incentives or the threat of removal of privileges was a more effective motivator than punishment in any case.

[4] Many of the Sonoran ranchers, in particular, were favoured for their support against the Apaches.

[5] Slave prices are not actually declining, because slaves still have some advantages over peons.  They can be made to work for longer hours, do not have even limited options as to where they can be bought and sold, and most significantly because peons almost always refuse to work in gang labour conditions.

--

#101: Fields of Gold

[1] Cedar Creek, like a few plantations both in OTL and ATL, has a rule that slaves working in the kitchen or serving tables have to whistle as they work.  This is intended to show that they aren’t stealing food.

[2] These are reaper-binders, the successor to the *McCormick reaper.

[3] The slaves are planting Hard Red Winter Wheat, a variety of wheat imported from Russia which is indeed planted in autumn, sprouts but then goes dormant over winter, and is harvested in early summer.

[4] Jerome has opened the Bible to Isaiah 42:5-7.  The translation is, naturally, the King James Version, which was by far the most common English-language version of the Bible at the time.

--

#102a: A Special Case?

[1] Good (pronounced G_o_o_d) is a not so uncommon surname in parts of Switzerland.  Habit is a regularly used nickname for a person called Hans-Pieter (the spelling of Pieter is a result of a popular tendency for Dutch-name-forms among German parents ITTL.)

[2] In OTL, this paper just celebrated its 225 anniversary in January 2005, and is one of the most influential papers in Switzerland, but it is likely to get banned more often ITTL.

[3] The German expression “Eidgenossenschaft” is difficult to translate in other languages. It is usually rendered as “Confederacy”, and in practice the word is used in a sense that it means the Swiss state or federal authorities.  But the word is NEVER used in any other context, besides referring to Switzerland as a whole, nor for any other federal structure, so the translations lose some of the meaning.  A literal translation would be oath-cooperative.

[4] This is an allohistorical character.  The date of birth and gender of the children of the Tuscan Dukes has been affected by butterflies, but the sequence of first-names by gender has been preserved, as this was likely to be influenced by tradition.

[5] This was true even in OTL, until the onset of WWII.

[6] Never divided ITTL.

--

#102b: Normalcy

[1] IOTL, the first railroad was already opened in 1847, ending in a terminal station. Here, with a later start, the project is altered to a diameter line, planned to go on to the north. So the line from the west is further to the south, and turns in a wide bow to the north, with a station orientated north-south.  The site would be that of OTL’s Old Barracks.

[2] In OTL, the regeneration movement of the 1830s had separated the city from its hinterland, to weaken the city’s position in the canton. The surrounding areas were organized in small rural communities. When the rapid growth started mid-nineteenth century, no central urban planning was possible.  The first consolidation took place in 1891, after the suburbs were bankrupted.

[3] The site for the Palace and Parliament, overlooking the city and the lake, would be quite logical if the area isn’t already built up.  IOTL this is the site of the University of Zurich and the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (now only their city campuses – extension were built further out of the city center later on).

[4] The site of the Cathedral, behind the Palace, is in OTL the site of the University Hospital.

[5] This is an alternative site for the University, close to the city center, but not so close to the palace.  IOTL, the area served as a brewery until recently.

[6] The site for the Central Hospital would be near the former St. Jakob asylum, an area reserved for the sick (especially lepers) since medieval times.  And close to the ATL site of the University, and the central railroad station.

[7] The area in question became a residential quarter for workers and an industrial area even IOTL. But due to the different layout of the rail lines (reaching out west from the terminal station before turning south or north), the OTL area is much more divided than in ATL.

[8] This tourist railway (the steepest normal gauge railroad in Europe) was built as well IOTL, about the same time. The biggest difference is that because of the changed rail network, it now goes out from main railroad station from the beginning, while IOTL an Underground connection wasn’t built before the 1990s.

[9] As IOTL, parts of the lake basin are filled up to gain additional land for Quays and Parks. Differently to OTL, none of the reclaimed land is sold as building sites, so the parks are larger.

[10] The University of Zurich was among the first universities in Europe to allow female students, both OTL and ATL, although with different reasons in the ATL.

[11] Due to the stronger position of Austria ITTL, the Brenner line is finished two years ahead of OTL.

[12] These lines (Engadin / Spluegen), which don’t exist in OTL, would make much sense in a TL where Graubünden and Lombardy are parts of Austria.  So they are preferred for political reasons.  A Spluegen line was actually proposed several times, but IOTL, the Gotthard line was preferred (both ends in Switzerland, establishing an all year connection between Ticino and the rest of Switzerland, over all Swiss territory – so the reasons for the preference were political IOTL as well).

[13] All these lines exist in OTL, allowing travel from Vienna to the westernmost parts of Austria on all Austrian territory. But in a TL where Austria is much more integrated with Germany, much faster connections over Bavarian territory make more sense.

[14] An OTL narrow gauge railroad wasn’t opened until 1999 at the Vereina.  But ITTL, a much earlier connection would make sense.

[15] The description of working conditions are an analogy to OTL’s Gotthard tunnel, built at about the same time, just a bit to the west. For political reasons, ITTL the similar Spluegen project is realised.

[16] The University of Lucerne didn’t exist IOTL until very recently, and the only University in a Catholic area of Switzerland was for very long time the (bilingual) University of Freiburg.

--

#103: The Wild Hunt

[1] This is an ATL brother of Josephine Brawley Hughes, who was an influential advocate of temperance and women’s rights.  ITTL, her father John Brawley moved from Pennsylvania to Michigan after the failed Pennsylvania Rebellion of 1834.

[2] Alexandra Samotsova, and her companion and English translator Alyssa Sherman, writing about the history of influential men came as about as much of a shock as, say, OTL’s Germaine Greer would.  Their choice of which historical figures have been most influential is unorthodox, to say the least.

--

#104a: Diamonds Are Forever

[1] Kingdom War is one name for the Anglo-Boer War, generally used by the more pro-establishment writers in South Africa.

[2] Roughly the south-western third of OTL Zimbabwe initially, later expanding northward and also westward into parts of OTL Botswana.

[3] Frederick Morton is an “enlightened” colonial leader of the same general ilk as Cecil Rhodes.

[4] In OTL, Portugal was also quite determined about its own claims to link Angola and Mozambique by ruling the connecting territory, and only stopped after Britain came close to war.  Expecting American and Brazilian backing in case of war here, Portugal is more determined to press its case.

[5] Since the British claim a (theoretical) suzerainty over the Boer Republics, negotiations with them were part of the Colonial Secretary’s role, not the Foreign Secretary.

[6] The borders between the three nations have been set as follows: between Liberia and British South Africa, the Orange River and the 20th meridian east of Greenwich.  Between Liberia and Portugal, the existing border has been extended to the River Cubango (north and east of which is Portuguese territory).  Between Portugal and British South Africa, the border runs along the Cubango, then the main border is the Zambezi.  Portugal also has some territory south of the Zambezi, namely the provinces of Masvingo, Manicaland and Mashonaland.  The first two of these are more or less identical to the identically-named provinces of OTL Zimbabwe.  Mashonaland is more complicated, it includes most of the OTL Mashonaland Central and Mashonaland East provinces of Zimbabwe (and parts of OTL Mozambique which are also included in these provinces).  However, the parts of OTL Mashonaland Central and Mozambique which lie south of the Zambezi and West of the Huyani are here included in British territory.  The treaty also includes provisions for a joint surveying commission to confirm the borders of the various provinces, where necessary, with appeal to New England to mediate the borders if necessary.

--

#104b: A Picture Is Worth A Thousand Words

[1] OTL Durban, South Africa.  Named for Sir Thomas Brisbane, who ITTL became Governor of the Cape rather than Governor of New South Wales.

[2] Similar incidents happened in the OTL Second Boer War.

[3] Up to this point, photographs from war fronts had tried to show the dead in reasonably dignified positions, and to conceal any obvious wounds or blood.  (This was true in the OTL Boer War as well).  Grant is introducing photo-realism.

[4] There were large numbers of “blacks” imprisoned in the concentration camps of the ATL Anglo-Boer War, just as there were in OTL’s Second Boer War.  But Grant is not at all interested in them.

[5] In terms of overall level of nutrition, this is in fact true.  But one of the tragedies of this war is that knowledge of nutrition is not advanced enough to realise that the inmates’ diet is deficient in key vitamins and other trace elements, which causes some to die directly and weakens others’ resistance to infectious diseases.

--

#105: You’re The Voice

[1] By which they mean common _white_ man, of course.

[2] The USA ITTL has had a Gilded Age not entirely akin to OTL, and many of the richer Patriot industrialists don’t want to see trust-busting.

[3] In other words, according to the dictates of the local landowner.

[4] The United States does not have any official language at this point, but the de facto official language is of course English.

[5] Nationally, the problem of competition between indentured and free labour has been solved by the creation of racial hierarchies, but this has not been the case in the Free Trio, which have not had that much indentured labour around until the industrial boom of the 1880s (absent a small recession at the end of the Second Napoleonic Wars) and continuing demand of the industrialists for more labour led to the relaxing of free-soil laws in Ohio and Westylvania.

[6] See DoD #99c.

[7] The Marquesas Islands, a name which the U.S. gave to them pre-POD.  The U.S. actually semi-claimed these islands in 1813 in OTL (a naval officer wanted them, but it went unratified by Congress).  I’d expect something similar to happen ATL – the claim wouldn’t be ratified because the USA hadn’t gotten used to the idea of insular territories yet – and to be used as a basis for a ‘renewed’ claim later.

[8] Old Mexico, in this sense, generally refers to Mexico with its post-1852 borders.  In 1892, this also included much of Mexico which still had Territorial status, and was thus not involved in the presidential election.

[9] Americans by 1900 and afterwards by and large refer to peons rather than debt-slaves, but outside the United States the older term debt-slave is often retained.

[10] Slave labour had of course been migrating internally long before then, but the USA still continued to receive numbers of immigrants who were in absolute terms larger than the internal slave migration (although still overall lower immigration levels than OTL).  Post-1881, immigration to the USA reduced significantly further, which gave the internal migration greater prominence, and not coincidentally saw comparative labour shortages in the USA.

[11] This is not strictly true; the USA of the period has no restriction on the number of terms a president can seek.  But strong tradition holds against seeking a third term except in the case of an active war (the only three-term president to date has been Andrew Jackson, who won a third term in 1836 when the War of 1833 was still being fought).

[12] Von Ovido ignores some important aspects of U.S. political life here, i.e. the rural planters, who retained considerable influence in government, and were not pursued noticeably by the Democrat administrations of Mahan and Hughes.  It is no coincidence that more industrialists tended to support the Patriots, rather than the Democrats, and they were thus pursued more vigorously.

[13] i.e. Von Ovido doesn’t entirely understand the U.S. political system.  The USA had been using an income tax for years – it was one of the developing sources of government income – under the assumption that this was an indirect tax, and could thus be levied on individuals without apportionment.  ITTL, a steel trust called the People’s Trust, but in practice controlled by a Pulaski [OTL Birmingham, Alabama] steel baron named Alfred Thorpe, decided to break the graduated income tax system.  (He didn’t object to the idea of paying tax – in the ATL USA, somewhat higher taxation is more or less accepted due to the need to pay for a larger military – but the progressive nature of the income tax).  He decided not to pay the government income tax through the People’s Trust, but to provide Inland Revenue with a list of his shareholders (which included himself but also a large number of small shareholders) and say that they needed to collect the tax from them.  On Thorpe’s request, one of the small shareholders, a Mr. Larry Flynt, sued Thorpe’s company on the basis that he was now being expected to pay a direct tax [similarly to the OTL Pollock v. Farmers' Loan & Trust Co. case, which found that income taxes were direct taxes and thus unconstitutional without apportionment, a practical impossibility].  The case, Larry Flynt vs. The People’s Trust, would in time appear before the U.S. Supreme Court.

[14] In fact, the U.S. Navy was slightly larger than the New England Navy by then, but considerably smaller than the combined Royal Navy and NE Navy, which was the reason for Hughes’ attitude.

[15] The name was chosen because the USA had run out of state names for capital ships.  They could have restarted the list of ship names (as indeed they would do for future ships) but they decided to have a separate name for such a novel design of ship.

[16] i.e. the first *Dreadnought.

[17] Although several other navies in the world have all big-gun ships building, some of them laid down before Vanguard.  The USA just got there first.

--

#106: Live To Tell

[1] “Julius” is roughly equivalent to the OTL Majestic-class battleships built in the UK, with slightly higher top speed and range but with marginally inferior gunnery.

[2] The Goliath-class has better armour and gunnery than the New England equivalent, but inferior range.

[3] Although both New England and the USA introduced progressive income taxation in the same year, they did it for very different reasons.  New England adopted it for proclaimed reasons of social justice, while the United States justified it in terms of paying for national defence.

[4] With the standardisation of the category of peon, and the finalisation of the military operations amongst the surviving Indians in the more sparsely-populated regions of the United States (many of whom had not been included in the census anyway), the separate classification of Indians in the census was abandoned for the 1900 census.  They were thereafter listed as non-citizens, a category which included mostly peons, but also some serfs, convicts and immigrants denied citizenship.  This also included the Indians of the Indian Territory, although many of these were increasingly awarded citizenship during the early twentieth century.

[5] With the passage of the Ninth Amendment and the abolition of racial qualifications for voting, the New England census no longer recorded ‘black’ and ‘white’ as separate classifications.

--

#108: How Few Abstain

[1] A belief which is generally inaccurate by 1900, but which lingers in parts of Ireland.

[2] Within New York of this period, “Yankee” is often used to be synonymous with “white”, or more precisely mostly Protestants of north-west European ethnic heritage who have been living in the country long enough to have no recognisable connection to other ethnicities.  For example, the early German immigrants during the 1850s were originally described as “German” rather than as “Yankee”, but by 1900 most of them would simply be considered “Yankees”.  This applies in lesser degree to Scandinavians.  Irish immigrants, especially Catholic Irish, are usually not considered Yankees, in this sense.  (Not looked down so much as viewed as different, although there is a little lingering anti-Irish prejudice in some social circles).

[3] A cocktail made with rum and lime juice, similar to an OTL daiquiri.

[4] Naturally, a cocktail including rum and orange juice.  And a splash of bitters.

--

#109: The Use Of Forbes

[1] Vanguard is the first *Dreadnought, built in the USA.

[2] The closest swing states in the last few New England elections had been Vermont, New Hampshire, Connecticut, and Hudson.  Maine had not been as close, but the delegates hoped that Hale’s personal following could deliver that state too.

[3] The precedent is that new states send only one Representative (and two Senators) until the next reapportionment, which would be in 1910 in this case.

[4] As in OTL, areas with higher Catholic populations tend to be opposed to Prohibition, and Dominica is substantially majority-Catholic.

[5] In the *USA, the traditional date for the State of the Union Address is 22 February, George Washington’s birthday.

[6] i.e. Mitchell wants Britain et al to return escaped slaves and peons.

[7] The informal name for the N.E. President’s residence; formally it is called Federal House.

[8] Historians have long debated whether Mitchell’s statements in a private letter representative of his true views of Britain, or whether he did not believe this but kept on repeating the same reason which he had provided for public consumption, perhaps because he feared that his correspondence might be publicly revealed.

[9] The ATL U.S. Department of the Interior has little relation to its OTL counterpart, being mostly concerned with internal security which is not deemed to require military mobilization.  It also regulates the peonage and slavery systems, insofar as these are monitored at a federal level.

--

#110: Opening Moves

[1] Strictly speaking, of course, Napoleon V is not his recognised title in France or any other nation.  His proper name is Prince Charles Jean Louis Napoleon Bonaparte.

[2] This is an ATL brother of Colonel General Helmuth von Moltke (Moltke the younger) who won several crushing victories in the Second Napoleonic Wars and is one of Germany’s most respected military figures.

[3] Even in OTL, there were pre-WW1 generals who predicted a long war.  This didn’t mean that they were heeded, or at least not enough.

[4] Von Moltke’s population figures are largely estimates, as all of the nations in question had had censuses in 1900-1901, and thus population figures were slightly out of date.

[5] Von Moltke is underestimating their growth in population, which is closer to 40 million than 35 million.

[6] There were some shell and other munitions shortages during the Second Napoleonic Wars, which were averted through increasing production, and this is enough to let military establishments around the world know to stockpile enough materiel to supply considerable action.

[7] The USA built more Vanguards earlier than the UK, but Britain has laid down and is building more than the USA.  There are a further 2 Vanguard-class ships in Britain due to be commissioned within the next month, and more following.  New England, which had long tried to maintain naval parity with the USA, fell behind during the late 1890s with spending focusing more on social issues (pre-1901) and land defence (post-1901), although it has further Vanguards laid down.

[8] While von Moltke compares only capital ships, both sides also obviously have considerable numbers of cruisers, destroyers and smaller ships.  Britain has a slightly higher proportion of destroyers and cruisers, although the USA also has a fair number.  Von Moltke has also completely ignored the possibility of *submarines and torpedo boats, although these were not so well-known to a man who was after all a general, not an admiral [9].

[9] Not that admirals of the time necessarily thought much about *submarines and torpedo boats, either.

--

#111a: Kings Gambit Accepted

[1] Not much like OTL’s Custer in personality, for which his troops should be extremely thankful.

[2] Due to the absorption of lessons from the Third Mexican War in particular, and to a lesser degree earlier wars as well, U.S. commanders at all levels are encouraged to show individual initiative.  This flexibility can sometimes cause chaos, but usually allows better exploitation of local opportunities.

[3] The number of wounded is generally proportionately higher ITTL than in OTL.  Both sides have greater experience in military medicine than in OTL, and thus are able to save a greater number of lives.

[4] A right which will be, in practical purposes, impossible to exercise unless there are outright massacres of Christians.  Which won’t happen anyway, for other reasons.

--

#111b: Four Knights Game

[1] The Cumberland is an American-designed early automatic rifle, similar to OTL’s Cei-Rigotti.  It is too cumbersome and unreliable for regular army service, but sees occasional use amongst the Jaguars and other irregular military forces.

[2] While informally known as the Jaguars since the 1850s, they did not formally receive this name until 1904.

[3] Something of an exaggeration on Bautista’s part.  Mitchell waited a year or so in office before beginning to make aggravating noises against Britain.  Of course, his private wishes were another matter.

[4] Those members of the people who were already legally free citizens, that is.

--

#111c: English Opening

[1] King George I is using a quote attributed to former U.S. President Thomas Corbin.

[2] ATL brother of U.S. Nobel Peace laureate Elihu Root.

[3] The USA was also under heavy political pressure to make its own foolhardy attacks during the same period, but these happened on the New Jersey front, to be covered in post #112.

[4] i.e. because every man in uniform is being sent to the New Jersey front.

--

#111d: Modern Defence

[1] American slang expression meaning roughly ‘true’ or ‘’right’ or ‘I agree’.  Derived from Spanish verdad, ‘truth’.

[2] Named after the first President, not the former capital.

[3] Who once had a surname of Alvarez, but found it politic to change it.

[4] A relative of Richard Montgomery of ARW fame, although not a direct descendant.

[5] The main Canadian transcontinental railroad runs further north, through Selkirk [Winnipeg], but there is a feeder line to *Grand Forks.

[6] At this stage in the war, the U.S. high command was still of the opinion that the war could be won quickly in the east, and viewed any adventures further west as a distraction and in which any needless American defeats could boost the morale of the Allies.

[7] Since the 1880s, American shipbuilding has gone for fewer and heavier guns with a slower rate of fire than their New England and British counterparts.

--

#112: Guns of the North

[1] The same Mt Mitchell as in OTL, but where in our history it was named for the professor who surveyed it, ITTL it was renamed, extremely controversially, for President Lewis Mitchell.

[2] A suburb of Acapulco, and the main centre of the American film industry.

[3] i.e. a variety of Spanish words were beginning to become widespread within American English.

[4] And thus freed up American troops for other fronts, of course.

[5] In some of the omitted sections of this chapter, it describes how Ninth Army, which had captured southern New Jersey, was reformed into some units who went into Fifth Army, and others which were reassigned to other fronts.  The original plan of moving it north to help push on Jersey City had long since been abandoned.

--

#113: The Fakes That Launched A Thousand Ships

[1] The USA has declared a sea blockade of all of New England’s main ports, and declared that any ship approaching these ports is a target of war.  Merchant ships are in fact usually warned; warships aren’t.  The exception is when there are too many enemy warships around, in which case the U.S. submersibles do not give warnings.

[2] Warships, unlike regular merchantmen, even Herschel would sink without warning.

[3] The battle was in fact fought further out to sea, but was named for the straits.

[4] Conveniently forgetting that the British were not even on Trinidad in any numbers.

[5] Anglicized version of the surname Montoya, and no relation of General Edward Montgomery of the U.S. Eighth Army.

[6] i.e. the Empress of Brazil.

--

#114: From A Distance

[1] The USA had not managed to capture *Winnipeg by September – the British had reinforced it from the east – but they had reached the shores of Lake Manitoba further west, cutting the transcontinental railroad.

[2] “Tranquil”, in *American English, has shifted slightly in meaning under Spanish influence, meaning roughly “quiet” rather than “peaceful”.

[3] “Hed” means roughly “stink”, from Spanish hedor, “stench”.

[4] Short for ARmoured LAnd Cruiser.  TTL’s equivalent of the tank.

[5] The New England built Arlac here is similar in many respects to OTL’s British Mark I “rhomboid”.  It has 2 6-pound guns and four cylinder guns (machine guns), and a crew of eight people: four drivers (including the commander) and four gunners.  But it doesn’t have the same steering wheel attached to the back.  Also, since it is steam-powered, the engine is somewhat quieter and the interior of the compartment doesn’t stink quite as badly.  It’s still quite unpleasant to be inside, though.

[6] The frontline in the eastern part of New Jersey runs roughly east-west from New Providence to Scotch Plains to Westfield to Picton, then runs more south-east toward Woodbridge and the coast.  Rahway is near the turning angle of the frontlines.

[7] OTL’s San Juan del Sur - just south of the Pacific end of the Nicaragua Canal.

--

#115: The Soft Underbelly

[1] “Con” is an American epithet for Australians (i.e. convicts).

[2] “Greaser” in early twentieth-century American slang has come to refer generically to people of Latin American descent who are not under U.S. rule.  (In this case, meaning Colombians).  It is also used occasionally to refer to non-citizens of Latin American descent.

[3] Corinto, Nicaragua, is the state’s major Pacific port, including its only usable deepwater harbour.

--

#116: Middle Game

[1] After some analysis, I’ve decided that a North Manitoban Railroad, while it would have been useful, would probably have been too expensive for Canada to build pre-war.

[2] Given that Chief Seattle was born pre-POD, I think it’s still likely that the city could be named after him in the ATL, particularly since Canada ITTL is similarly respectful of the First Nations.

[3] After New York and Boston, in industry, and also after Detroit, in overall population.

--

#117: Winning the Exchange

[1] Clément could be said to have employed perhaps a little dramatic licence.

[2] Of course, it could also be argued that it was better to use the battlecruisers in a fleet action than to let them rust in port, as they would be useless if the battle was lost, too.

[3] Leahy’s tactics are in some respects similar to those adopted by Vice Admiral Scheer of the High Seas Fleet in trying to win the Battle of Jutland.  The similarities are because I think that faced with a similar situation – defeating a larger enemy force – Leahy would perforce adopt the tactic of trying to lure the enemy fleet into a trap.  The difference is that Leahy had the confidence – or the foolhardiness – to try to engage the entire enemy fleet.

[4] This could be referred to as the ‘sanitized’ version of what MacDougall said.

[5] i.e. the battleships are turning one by one to the north, in a near U-turn, which means that for a time they are vulnerable, but offers the best chance of breaking out of being caught in a “T”.

[6] One of the points which the ATL authors don’t really catch, not having a point of comparison, is that fleet engagements ITTL are generally closer than they were in OTL Jutland, closer to where they were at the Battle of Tsushima.  This generally means that more ships on both sides are more heavily damaged or sunk than happened at Jutland.

[7] When picturing Lewis Mitchell, the best comparison in appearance – although not in personality – is Huey Long in his early fifties.

--

Interlude #5: On A Night Like This

[1] Rufus King was a leading New York Federalist shot in rather suspicious circumstances during the War of 1811.  See post #9.

[2] Communications Review Board, the euphemistic name for one of Australia’s leading intelligence agencies.

[3] Department of Foreign Security, one of the two chief New England intelligence agencies.  (The other being the Technical Classification Board).

[4] In other words, what can Andrew say when others might read his letter before it arrives at its destination.

--

#118a: Fading Like A Flower

[1] Makhpyia-luta, or “Red Cloud” as he is usually called by English-speaking Canadians, was named for one of the Lakota (Sioux) chieftains who scored a stinging victory over the US forces near the Black Hills, although eventually forced to seek sanctuary in Canada by the pressure of American numbers.

[2] Without the development of incendiary bullets, no fighter pilot has yet shot down a cloud-ship, although several have damaged them.

[3] TTL’s version of the Hall-Héroult process for aluminium production.

[4] The modern American spelling of aluminum appears to have been due to Charles Martin Hall preferring that spelling over aluminium when he first patented and popularized the Hall-Héroult process.  Without him, the spelling aluminium remains the standard in the United States as well as internationally.

[5] Or more precisely, Harrison supplied the metal and money and found designers to build cloud-ships for him.

--

#118b: Mein Herz Brennt (My Heart Burns)

[1] ITTL, the ‘Great Game’ refers to the unofficial struggle between Britain and Russia over a larger scale than in OTL – from Persia to China.

[2] Count Viljo Kallio, the Russian ambassador to Britain.

[3] This date, and the other dates quoted in this section, is in the Gregorian calendar.

[4] There was in fact more continuity in national leadership than Maritz acknowledges.  For instance, both Richard IV of the United Kingdom and Holy Roman Emperor Frederick IV continued on as rulers past 1906.  However, Maritz views them as ceremonial figures rather than national leaders, viewing Bismarck as the great German national leader of the nineteenth century, and a variety of British Prime Ministers as being the national leaders of that country.  Peter IV, on the other hand, came much closer to the conception of an absolute monarch.

--

Decades of Darkness #119a: Fire & Ice

[1] Pearl, Indiana is located in what OTL is Jeffersonville, Indiana.  With the more southward-looking focus of Indiana ITTL, it has become a major city and is a twin city alongside Louisville, Kentucky, rather than being an effective suburb.

[2] The *U.S. equivalent of West Point, located near OTL Woodstock, Virginia.

[3] See post #111d.

[4] i.e. the engineers.

--

Decades of Darkness #119b: Zugzwang

[1] Depending, obviously, both on how long a generation is defined to be, and when the war is considered to end.  Turteltaub considers twenty years to be a generation, more or less.

[2] Which the USA didn’t have, of course, but it sometimes seemed that way to the Allies.

[3] In some of these areas, the Allies are up to a 1917-equivalent use of artillery technology – although not quite 1918 level, except for mortars.  In some areas, however, they are further behind, e.g. they have not really developed any effective artillery shells to cut wire.

[4] The Collins mortar is more or less equivalent to the Stokes mortar of OTL.

[5] Which is, in comparative terms, most like the Somme offensive of OTL.  The difference here is that European and American armies have had experience of the futility of major head-on assaults even before this war – during the Second Napoleonic Wars – and it means that they are quicker to learn the lesson that ‘big push’ strategies need to be conducted with slightly more finesse.  This doesn’t remove the pressure to attack, but it means that they are less likely to set goals like “next month in Columbia”.

--

Decades of Darkness #119c: Riposte

[1] The American artillery is using a “chequerboard pattern” of having some squares heavily bombed with gas and regular shells, while others are left untargeted.  This is designed to maximise the disruption to the enemy lines but still leave some areas less ruined and easier to move forward through.

[2] Choke troops, so named by Alvar O’Brien, which comes from an anglicising of choque, a Spanish word can variously mean “shock”, “surprise” or “crash”, as in automobile crash.  The ambiguity of the phrase is probably why O’Brien chose it; he was unsure whether the new tactics would succeed.

[3] O’Brien had the advantage of recognition for his success at Mt. Bethel; most other majors trying such a meeting would be rather out of luck.

--

Decades of Darkness #120: Midnight

[1] Abraham Myers of South Carolina, who became U.S. President in 1863 after the assassination of Jefferson Davis, and who was elected in his own right in 1864.  He was a few years ahead of Benjamin Disraeli (who was first made British Prime Minister in 1868 in OTL, and 1869 ITTL).

[2] An ATL science fiction/fantasy author with a rather grim view of the future; a bit like the darker half of H.G. Wells.  See post #94a.

[3] i.e. the Principal Private Secretary, Disraeli having more than one.

[4] Esperenza, Sonora is located approximately at OTL Los Mochis, Sinaloa.  Founded in 1866 as a new city and port at one end of the South-Central Pacific Railroad (New Orleans to Esperenza – the other main spur of the railroad connected to San Francisco), Esperenza is a major agricultural and tourist centre, as well as the site of Fernan Cortes University.

[5] Yes, this means that Jamaica remains as the only British possession in the Caribbean.  It is, however, considerably larger in population than the rest of the ceded islands.

[6] Or, more precisely, the United States was going to demand such territories, come what may, and Britain and Canada managed to negotiate no reparations in lieu of territories which the USA was going to take anyway.

[7] This is proportionately about one-fifth the size of the Versailles obligations on Germany post-WW1.

--

Decades of Darkness #121: That Quiet American

[1] Of course, turning down the offer would end his chances for promotion just as surely.

[2] The Liberian Constitution is actually modelled on the New England Constitution, which includes the Bill of Rights within the main articles rather than as amendments.

[3] Liberians classify people within their country into three broad groups: the children of the First Exodus, the children of the Second Exodus, and the natives.  The First Exodus represents the largely English-speaking descendants of freed slaves from the USA and New England who travelled to Liberia between 1820 and 1857, when the last free ‘blacks’ within the United States were expelled.  The Second Exodus refers to a mixture of Spanish, French, and Dutch speakers who either escaped or were exiled to Liberia after the United States began to expand into the Caribbean with the invasion of Cuba in 1857-8.  “Natives” refers to a variety of peoples – mostly Ovambo and Ovimbundu – who lived in Liberia before the First Exodus.  Besides these groups, there are also a small number of ‘foreigners’, and some Portuguese-speaking former Brazilian slaves who have settled in Liberia.

[4] Duo, i.e. a descendant of the Second Exodus.  Usually, but not always, Spanish-speaking.  (Most of the former French and Dutch speakers have taken up either Spanish or English).

[5] Co-ops, or co-operatives, are communal Liberian farming enterprises established in the hinterland.  Operating cooperatively both allowed them greater physical security at a time of some danger and also to recapture some of the economies of scale which they had seen on plantations.  The co-ops emphasise communal child-rearing, strong education (mostly practical), and have a reputation for pushing Liberians to greater heights.

[6] The Visionists are the closest thing that Liberia – which, like New England and the United States, has a constitutional separation of church and state – has to a national religion.  Born out of a religious revival in New England during the 1840s, Visionism had far more success in Liberia than in their own homeland.  The sect’s beliefs include recognition of a number of leaders who are believed to receive divine visions, and regular speaking in tongues from most of the church members.

[7] The Visionists celebrate Communion four times per year, on the final Saturday of March, June, October and December, with a ceremony which includes ritual foot-washing as well as consumption of unleavened bread and wine.

--

Decades of Darkness #122a: Battle Lines Being Drawn

[1] Thomas Dombeck, who can be seen in post #95, “On Wisconsin”.  He was a labor organizer in the Upper Peninsula of Wisconsin and was elected to represent the city of Escanaba in the Provincial Parliament.  He has became a prominent member of the Wisconsin and Canadian Labor Parties.

[2] Canada, especially in Wisconsin, has large German and Scandinavian populations, who have brought their Christmas traditions with them.  Such traditions have not penetrated into much of the United States, however, which has its own Christmas traditions.

--

Decades in Darkness #122b: This Summer I Hear the Drumming

[1] Mathew Dombeck Jr., the son of Matt Dombeck from #122a, and the grandson of Thomas “Dynamite” Dombeck, current MP for Escanaba.

[2] With apologies to William Butler Yeats.

[3] An allusion to a passage by Konrad Dahl, an ATL Danish author.  The passage Dombeck is alluding to is usually translated as “Unhappy is the land with no heroes?  No, unhappy is the land that needs a hero.”

[4] See #119c.

[5] Matthism is the closest ATL equivalent to Social Darwinism, and is explicitly racist and elitist.  It is most commonly identified with the *USA, but it also has adherents (in modified form) in many other nations.

[6] In *Canadian Parliaments, the government of the day – the largest party, or a coalition, as it may be – sit on the right-hand side of the chamber (as seen from the Speaker’s chair).  The second-largest party forms the Opposition, and its MPs sit on the left of the Speaker’s chair.  The minor parties sit in the benches in between (the cross-benches).  At this time, the Whigs formed the Wisconsin government and were on the right, Labour formed the Opposition, and various Tories, Socialists, Republicans and other radicals sat on the cross-benches.  Tom Dombeck is thus getting most of his support from Labour and a few Socialists.

[7] The Labour Party had been reasonably successful in Wisconsin since 1892, with the election of the first Labor premier, Charles “Fighting Chuck” Nowinski.  But after Nowinski died of a heart attack in 1898, his successor Robert Leinenkugel proved less adept at holding the government together, amidst the backdrop of growing fear about American militarism.  In 1903, the Whigs gained narrow control of the Wisconsin Parliament and remained the governing party throughout the war.

[8] “Fighting Chuck” Nowinski was the most successful Labour politician in Canada at the provincial level.  As one of the founders of the Labour Party he carried them to electoral victory at the provincial level in 1892.  Nowinski was a former lumberjack from northern Wisconsin and became active as a union organizer while still a teenager.  While in his thirties he helped to transform the Wisconsin Republican Party into the first Labour Party in Canada’s history through a merger with union elements.  Under Nowinski, Labour started to institute reforms in the province which attracted some praise even from politicians in New England and the United States, where William Shipstead called him “A guiding light in the northern darkness”.  On 24 November 1898, Nowinski suffered a fatal heart attack while on the Parliament floor.

[9] Whatever other flaws it may have, Dearborn has an efficient public transportation system.

--

Decades of Darkness #122c: The Shotgun Sings The Song

[1] With apologies to both Kipling and Chumbawumba.

[2] As a constitutional monarch, George I’s actual power is rather limited, although he does retain an influence on the government of the day.  As crown prince, he had been quite vocal in his support of Labour, although tradition and the exigencies of war meant that he had to temper his opinions when he took the throne.

[3] The Irish tri-colour looks almost identical to OTL’s one, except that the colours are reversed (i.e. orange on the left, green on the right, with white still in the centre).  It was first developed by Irish nationalists before the formation of the Kingdom of Ireland, and has been adopted by many of the Irish émigrés to Wisconsin.  Since the Friday Riot, it has become the symbol of many of the Republicans in heavily-Irish Wisconsin.  Some Republicans in other provinces have also adopted various forms of tri-colours to indicate their allegiance, included a red-white-red flag in Ontario and a reversed French tri-colour in Quebec.  The various provincial Republican parties are not yet united and have yet to find a national symbol.

[4] My apologies to W.B. Yeats who did not live in this ATL but whose work is too good not to quote.

--

Decades of Darkness #123: Holding Out For A Hero

[1] During the Second Napoleonic Wars, the United States was at war with Spain, but not with France (or Russia).

[2] In France, anyway.

[3] Or Monaco, Vatican City or San Marino, either.

[4] i.e. their great-great-uncle, Napoleon I.

--

Decades of Darkness #124: From This Moment On

[1] Okay, Finnish.  “Russian” ITTL is one of those maddeningly ambiguous labels which can mean either a citizen of Russia (of any ethnicity) or an ethnic Russian.

[2] i.e. that of Andrew Jackson, who sought and won a third term as president in 1836, on the basis that he needed to do so to continue the war.

[3] Jesse Grant II, owner of the Columbia Messenger.  His father appeared in posts #97 and #104b.

--

Decades of Darkness #125: A Question Of Orthodoxy

[1] 15 January 1907 was actually New Year’s Day on the Russian calendar, which at the time still followed the Julian, not the Gregorian calendar.

[2] Historical note: in OTL, life in the Pale became a harsher institution post-1881, as part of the broader repression in Russian life which followed the assassination of Alexander II.  During the period of 1881-1917, life for Jews in Russia became harder, with pogroms and the expulsion of some Jews who had been permitted to live beyond the Pale.  Nearly 2 million Jews emigrated from the Pale post-1881.  In ATL Russia, the gradual liberalisation of the 1860s and 1870s continues, and while there is still some mistreatment of Russian Jews, it is less harsh than in OTL.  The total emigration of Jews from *Russia is only about half of what it was in OTL – most of them going to the United States and Germany.

[3] This is the motto of both the OTL and ATL Fennoman party, a movement within Finland dedicating to raising the awareness and status of the Finnish language to match that of Swedish.

[4] Russian democracy at this stage involves not direct election of candidates by the people, but the election of regional delegates who in turn elect the members of the Duma.  In many cases, these regions are allocated along ethnic lines (the Grand Duchy of Finland has its own regional assembly, for example) but in some cases there is deliberate organisation of electoral regions to cut across ethnic lines.

[5] The Russian Socialist Party here is more or less analogous to the OTL Mensheviks, who advocate the development of a large group of political activists to pursue working-class reform.  The Social Democrats are broadly similar in their interests, with the key difference being that they are more committed to working within the government, whereas the Russian Socialists broadly see the Duma as being a ‘temporary’ body until the revolution comes.  In practice, the two groups work together, most of the time.  Labour (the Trudoviks) are more directly concerned with urban industrial reform, particularly an 8-hour working day.  The Socialist Revolutionaries are similar to what they were in OTL – favouring the interests of the rural poor and wide-scale confiscations of land – but without a terrorist wing.

[6] Constitutionalists are members of the middle and upper classes who are relatively liberal in their tendencies – but who oppose going too far too fast, and who are most definitely anti-communist in the sense of opposing the abolition of private property and the like.  Progressives favour economic reform in the sense of encouraging the development of industry and policies which favour a commercial middle class (i.e. the abolition of political corruption).  Decembrists focus on the implementation of the December Manifesto (see post #86).

--

Decades of Darkness #126a: Pacem Appellant

[1] *Alaska includes OTL’s Yukon Territory in Canada as well as Alaska itself.

--

Decades of Darkness #126c: Abyssus Abyssum Invocat

[1] i.e. King George III of Great Britain and Ireland.

[2] The Columbia Messenger is the best-selling, although perhaps not the best regarded, of Columbia’s newspapers.

[3] This is what allowed peons to be transported between territories and states in the first place.

[4] Andrew Vermillion is the closest thing the Patriots have to a Minority Leader in the Senate.

[5] Wade Hampton IV is in effect the Majority Leader of the Senate, but that position has not been established as a formal office yet.

[6] In the current version of the *American Citizenship Act, jus sanguinis (right of blood) is in theory the only way to get citizenship.  By unwritten custom, white immigrants are given citizenship after a period of time which varies by state (anywhere between two to seven years, usually around five).  So, in effect, Vermillion is proposing to abolish this custom.

[7] In this sense, Mitchell is talking in *American English, which includes considerable imports of Spanish vocabulary.  He’s taking what was originally a slang term for Spanish-speaking whites – ‘blanco’ – and applying it to whites who are not citizens.

--

Decades of Darkness #126d: Aegrescit Medendo

[1] Camp Mañana (guards included) is a private camp and sisal plantation, not a government-run one.

[2] Granting immediate provisional citizenship, and complete citizenship after five years of residence in the United States.

[3] Except that there were a handful of female convicts who had themselves been captured in arms as rebels, and who were excluded from this pardon.

--

Decades of Darkness #127a: Land of Milk and Honey

[1] The OTL version of this quote is from Doctrines and Covenants (and is not what is said in 1 Nephi 3:3 in OTL’s Book of Mormon) and specifies Independence, Missouri as the place to go.  ITTL, the Nephites were caught between being citizens of New England and wanting to go through the United States.  With the greater confusion, the place where the Temple was to be built was left as being a vague place westward.

[2] Named after Edward VII, who was the child born instead of Queen Victoria.  The Nephite majority on Vancouver Island wanted to rename the city.  The U.S. commander, General John “Fighting Jack” Leggett was perfectly happy to rebrand a city which had been named for a British monarch, and thus Edwardsville was renamed Brigham.

[3] The Nephites, like OTL Mormons, don’t drink alcohol or coffee.  This makes the independence celebrations more ‘civilized’ or more ‘boring’, depending on the perspective of the Vancouver Islander describing it.

[4] Blame the closeness of formerly Russian Alaska for this one.  Veterans acquired the taste of it during the Canadian conquest of Alaska during the Turkish War.  This particular brand is homebrewed by David Shaw of Campbell River.

[5] While there are considerably more than six Gentiles (i.e. non-Nephites) on Vancouver Island, it is tradition to say six.

[6] New in that it is untouched by American hands.  Aulson regards the Canadians to have been merely looking after the land (i.e. British Columbia and Alaska) until Americans arrive to make proper use of it.  This is a common viewpont for the generation who grew up during the North American War (Aulson is fifty-eight at the date of publication).

[7] Who also wrote a biography of John Brown (see post #33).

[8] McGill University in Montreal survived the POD.  King’s University is located in Kingston and is the other premier national university.

[9] The Nephite community in Wisconsin has been much-reduced since the Wisconsin Revolt of 1866, but about twenty thousand of them remain.  They have some theological differences from the “mainstream” Nephites in Vancouver Island; the Wisconsin community follows the teachings of Joseph Smith while the Vancouver community has adopted some additional teachings from Brigham Young.

[10] The formal name for the Nephites, although they commonly use the name Nephite even amongst themselves.

[11] Very much in that order.

[12] With apologies to Dr Everett.

--

Decades of Darkness #127b: The Land That Yet Remains

[1] Son of President Matthias Rigdon.

[2] Made a territory before the Third Exodus, Deseret ended up with a European name rather than a local Native American name because the *USA is somewhat less inclined to use those names if an alternative is available.  The name for the territory remained even after many of the Nephites who had chosen the name migrated to Vancouver Island.

[3] Even before the North American War began, North America began to lose its attractiveness to immigrants because of the threat of war.  After the war’s end, many of those migrants who in OTL went to North America here find other destinations, particularly Australia.

[4] The favourable mention of this publishing company in a book published by the same company is surely a complete coincidence.

[5] OTL Australians often have difficulty differentiating between Canadian and American accents.  Due to the Spanish influence on *Americans, they have no such difficulty (except for a few Americans from the border states).  New Englander and Canadian accents still pose a problem for them, though.

--

Decades of Darkness #128a: Stand By Me

[1] See post #79b for William Macarthur’s last appearance.

[2] Strictly speaking, wool wasn’t *Australia’s first great export, any more than it was in OTL.  Whale oil was the largest early export.  But descendants of the early Australian graziers like Macarthur tend to ignore that.

[3] John Marshall Harlan, in OTL a Supreme Court Justice, ITTL is a former Governor of Kentucky and as of 1884 holds the position of Secretary of Immigration.  (This is a new Cabinet post specifically created by President Thomas Corbin to encourage more ‘appropriate white men to come to our beloved country’).

[4] ITTL, John Harlan as Minister of Immigration is following a policy of encouraging large numbers of ‘white’ people to find a new life in the United States, and more specifically in the northern states of Idaho, Wyoming, Nebraska, Colorado, Kansas and Wilkinson (and, to a lesser degree, in parts of Iowa, New Mexico and West Texas as well).  He is in some ways performing an equivalent role that Sir Clifford Sifton did in OTL Canada.  In particular, Harlan has set up colonial offices throughout various European countries whose main role is to reassure would-be immigrants that they will under no circumstances be vulnerable to peonage.  The largest source of immigrants comes from Russia [5], with smaller numbers coming from parts of the Habsburg dominions, particularly the Slavic inhabitants of Hungary and both (Slavic) Poles and Jews from what would become the Kingdom of Poland after the Second Napoleonic Wars.  Many of the Jewish immigrants during this period actually opted to settle in American cities instead of the countryside, but Harlan’s actions were responsible for a large boost to the population of the American northern interior states during the 1880s and 1890s.  The migration program declined considerably after Harlan’s retirement in 1901, and effectively ceased with the outbreak of the North American War.

[5] The immigration from Russia is in fact nearly zero during the Second Napoleonic Wars, but rebounded afterwards, since the United States did not actually fight Russia during that struggle.

[6] Camden is rich pastureland which was near Sydney at the time, but distinctly rural.  (In modern Sydney, it has been more or less swallowed by suburban expansion).

[7] i.e. the Second Napoleonic Wars, in which Australia and the United States were both involved to varying degrees, and which had ended in August 1885.

[8] The American word hurricane has been hispanicized into hurracane, returning closer to the Spanish word huracán (from which it was originally borrowed into American English anyway).

[9] Cowpastures was the name of the original land grant to the Macarthur family in Australia (later renamed Camden).

[10] William Macarthur has been slightly misinformed.  President Jefferson Davis referred to the entirety of Cuba as “the jewel of the Caribbean,” not just Habana itself.

--

Decades of Darkness #128b: The Colour Of Hope

[1] Ballington, Jackson [Miami, Florida] is one of the fastest-growing cities in TTL’s USA.  The Ballington Herald is the most respected of its morning newspapers, although it is generally considered to have a pro-Democratic slant.

[2] What the man actually said was: “If Negroes are given no hope of freedom by any legal means, then whites must always be watchful of a day when they may try to gain it by force.”  Things got a little garbled in the ensuing excitement.

[3] In OTL, American Methodism split along North-South lines in 1845 over the issue of slavery.  A similar division has happened ATL between Methodists in New England and the United States, although there’s also a Free Methodist Church in some of the northern American states (principally Pennsylvania) which continues to view slavery as immoral.

[4] Harlan is referring here to President Hugh Griffin, who often expressed similar sentiments.  Of course, Harlan is unaware of just how much money Macarthur brought with him to the United States, although Macarthur has also built on that capital.

--

Decades of Darkness #129: One Out Of Many

[1] "The Rise of the modern world" is Volume 4 of the series: "History for Upper High School," in use as standard textbooks for history classes in the Grand Duchy of Zurich and some other German states.

[2] Federal Assembly [Bundesversammlung] and Bundesrat were terms used under the old treaty of the German Confederation. Bundesrat then remained in use as a term for the upper house, representing the states. The lower house, representing the German people, is called the Bundestag.  Both Houses together are called the Reichstag (similar to the use of Congress for House and Senate in the USA).  This term is also used to refer to the German parliament in general, and to the building (in Frankfurt) where it meets.

[3] Under the revised treaty, the term used first remained Bundeskanzler, but to make it more clear that he is acting for the entire Reich, Bismarck changed it to Reichskanzler shortly after he took office.

[4] i.e. the system of Carl Andrae, an OTL figure who introduced a method of single transferable voting to Denmark in 1855, and which ITTL has been adopted in some German states.

[5] Under the German system, approval for internal legislation requires only the support of two of the three Kaisers, while external affairs require unanimous support.

[6] The official residence of the German Reichs Chancellor.  

--

Decades of Darkness #130: The Days of the Jackals

[1] El Salvador “agreed” to American annexation in 1883, with the only other alternative being invasion.

[2] Juarez and Diaz were the presidents of Mexico during the Second and Third Mexican Wars, respectively.

[3] The Amistad is a military pact between most South American nations, except Brazil.

--

Decades of Darkness #131: Debts Of Honour

[1] The *British House of Lords does in fact have a slim majority of Conservative peers, but many of these are opposed to McGowan’s actions.  There has also been no equivalent to the Parliament Act of 1911 yet either, and thus the House of Lords still has the power to reject, not merely delay government bills.

--

Decades of Darkness #132: Pillars Of Fire

[1] Henry Goddard is not the same as OTL’s Robert Goddard, but from the same family.

[2] ITTL Skeet targets are called clay birds, not clay pigeons.

[3] The early history of rockets could almost be called “There’s Something About William.”

[4] The Dunker Nozzle is equivalent to OTL’s De Lavel Nozzle.  For more information, see:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_Laval_nozzle" http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_Laval_nozzle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gustaf_de_Laval" http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gustaf_de_Laval

[5] The Morrell-Sewell skycraft is roughly equivalent to OTL’s Lippisch Ente, and is capable of reaching a maximum of 5000-8000 feet.  See:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lippisch_Ente

--

Decades of Darkness #133: After The Tide

[1] Federal House is the formal name for the residence of the New England President.  Informally, it is most often called Pickering’s Cottage.

--

Decades of Darkness #134a: Danger Zone

[1] Following the grain embargo shock of 1905, Britain is not particularly interested in being reliant on any wheat imports, particularly from Canada, which is regarded as being too vulnerable.

[2] The Canadian economy is still quite unstable, and it took only a brief loss of confidence over poor business performance to bring about a stock market crash.

[3] The fact that these highways would also be helpful for military purposes was an unstated but clear secondary benefit for the bill.

[4] Due to the publicity that the Freedom Army has gathered, many people who are would otherwise not be inclined to join in have managed to enter the camp.  These folk are of an undeniably radical nature and include hardcore Socialists, Republicans and Anarchists.  Matt Dombeck here is downplaying the role of the Freedom Army itself in the rioting which occurred, instead blaming it on sympathizers.

[5] Figuratively, not literally.

[6] Quebec has a small but growing independence movement which started after the war, due in part to disaffected soldiers who feel that French-speaking units were unfairly committed to the deadliest offensives of the war in greater numbers than their English-speaking counterparts.

[7] Father Weizba (pronounced Vee-ish-ba)) is but the latest in a long line of Catholic priests who, historically, have become involved in radical thought and activity.  Weizba was the priest of St. Ladislaus Parish in Four Lakes, Wisconsin; a moderately sized industrial city which has long been a hot bed of union and republican sympathies.

Following his assumption of the priesthood in Four Lakes, he quickly became an outspoken opponent of the moneyed interests in the city.  Besides his duties as priest, he also marched with any union organizations and became their unofficial spokesman.  This lead to his house being firebombed during the midst of a nasty paper mill strike in 1905.  He survived, although having his left hand badly burned during the experience.  After hearing of the Freedom Army, he became a vocal supporter of the inclusion of union elements in the ranks and lobbied Baker and the others for that cause.

With the outbreak of violence, he became the first person to hoist the Republican flag over the King James Library, the largest building which the Freedom Army then controlled.  From that point onward he was a constant presence upon the front lines of the fighting; giving the last sacrament to those who lay dying of both sides, tending to the injured and also picking up a rifle himself on more than one occasion.

On 16 November, two days before the fighting ended, he was ambushed by several members of the Canadian militia while he was tending to a wounded man.  Unarmed at the time, he was shot five times; three times in the chest and stomach and twice in his left leg.  His final words were reportedly “I forgive you; you know not what you do.”

Following the conclusion of the fighting, Father Weizba became one of the most prominent martyrs for the Republican and Labour cause.  Tom Dombeck knew exactly what he was doing when he chose Four Lakes to be the place of the first convention for the newly reformed Republican Party.

[8] While this may seem at first to be an odd choice for the name of a pro-monarchical party, the first Jacobites to adopt the name saw themselves as rebels against the chaos and liberalism of their day who were rallying around a true national hero.

[9] This is sung to the tune of “The Foggy Dew”.  A much superior song to this little ditty.

--

Decades of Darkness #134b: You Say You Want a Revolution

[1] Hans Kohler was one of the more famous poets to emerge from Wisconsin during the first two decades of the twentieth century.  He was one of the two most prominent poets (Janette T. Harrington being the other) most associated with the Anglo-Saxon revival which emerged in England [8] following the conclusion of the North American War and which is credited with sparking revival movements in traditional forms of poetry in many European nations.  The style would become intensely linked with the nationalistic movements of the day.  Kohler’s most famous work is the “Book of Green Bay”, a collection of poems written in the Old English style, which captured the passions of Wisconsin during that era.  The two most noted poems in the collection were “The Saga of Thomas Dombeck”, written following Dombeck’s death, and “The Battle of Bloomington”, a long narrative poem which follows the life and deaths of several heroes during the course of that struggle.

[2] Born before the POD, and with Finland relatively unaffected by butterflies so early, Lonrot’s life followed a similar path to OTL, including his mission to collect the Runo songs of Finland and compile them into a coherent whole.  The version quoted above is from the OTL translation by Eino Friberg.

[3] Due to the heavy Irish, Germanic and Slavic populations in Dearborn, it has developed a very distinctive accent.  It can best be imagined as a mix of OTL’s Boston and Chicago accents.

[4] The heavily Irish population of *Wisconsin has seen hurling present in the province since the early days of settlement.  It has developed into the unofficial sport of Wisconsin, popular amongst all nationalities, and its popularity has begun to spread throughout Canada and beyond the borders into New England and the northern USA as well.  In 1905, a Wisconsin team played an exhibition match against the Gaelic League champions of the Kingdom of Ireland and won, increasing the prestige of the sport in Canada.  Sadly, the North American War put an end to plans for a rematch, at least for now.

[5] Thomas Dombeck’s nickname “Dynamite” is a shortening of “Dynamite Happy”.  He earned the name during his days working in the mines of Calumet, Wisconsin and the subsequent strike.  At the time he was known as a temperamental youth who was quick to anger when his family or friends were insulted.  He had also been known among his friends for laughing and saying that the easiest way to get the bosses to recognize the union would be to “dynamite ‘em!”  He was, in fact, joking; and managed to avoid the worst of the fighting during the strike, but the name stuck.  After several years of working as a union organizer and then being elected to the provincial Parliament, Tom began to take pride in the nickname, which he thought had character.  It was, after all, much better than his previous nickname gained due to his hurling injury; “Ol’ Limpy”.

[6] The emergency dissolution of Parliament applied to all provincial parliaments (with some leeway on the dates for election), not just the national parliament.

[7] The Upper Peninsula was settled by the same sorts of people who settled it in OTL and as such the accent is nearly identical.  Similarly, the nickname “Yooper” has come to denote someone from that region.  The accent itself is largely English imposed over a Scandinavian and German mode of speech.  For example, if written in the dialect the quote would have read:

“Oh ja!  I got it all in. Gard rotation skedules at da armry, a list uh every shipment ‘spected in for da next tree munths.  A list uh staff and der addresses.  Da whole kittenkaboodle.”

Naturally this is a lot of fun to speak, but a hell of a time to write; thereby, expect that any future posts taking place in the Upper Peninsula spoken in this accent (Tom and Matt Dombeck both speak it as well, although less heavily).  Holy Wah!

[8] Yes, this means England, not Britain.

--

Decades of Darkness #134c: “A Picture From Life’s Other Side”

[1] i.e. the Canadian Party (informally called the Jacobites).

[2] One suspects that if the Dombecks had campaigned on a platform of annexation by the United States, though, that there would be shotguns rather than the stars and stripes.

[3] The national seat of Escanaba corresponds roughly to the western half of the Upper Peninsula.

--

Decades of Darkness #135: Playing With The Boys

[1] This racing ground has been built on new land gained by draining the large swamps which had covered most of that area until quite recently.

[2] To be more precise, built by Louis Chevrolet and a team of skilled mechanics from the heights of the Jura Mountains, including several from his own home town of La Chaux-de-Fonds.

[3] ‘Oelhochdruckmotoren’ means oil-high-pressure-engines, or OHDM for short.  This is the ATL German name for diesel engines.

[4] ITTL, this quote does not come from a Russian politician, although Fischer wasn’t quite sure where he had heard it from before.  (It’s been variously attributed to Edward Mahan, Otto von Bismarck, and Benjamin Disraeli).

[5] A driver, a navigator, a gunner, a commander, a mechanic and a loader.

[6] Prototypes built the old-fashioned way in Biel, which had each cost much more than the 800 Talers for the new production models.

--

Decades of Darkness #136a: Reasons Of State

[1] The President’s Annual Message to Congress (sometimes called the State of the Republic Address) is New England’s equivalent to the State of the Union Address.  It is traditionally delivered on the second Tuesday in February, although there is no constitutional provision for this.  (New England Presidents are inaugurated on the last Tuesday of January, after the passage of the Third Amendment; 26 January 1909, for the inauguration of Lemuel Tweedie.)

[2] In New England, the President’s Annual Message is not actually given by the President in person, but forms a written address which a clerk reads to a joint sitting of both Houses of Congress.  Ironically, this practice was one instituted by one of New England’s most loathed figures, U.S. President Thomas Jefferson, and for the first two-thirds of the nineteenth century, the Annual Message was also read by a clerk to the U.S. Congress.  U.S. President Hugh Griffin reinstated the practice of delivering the address in person in 1870, and was also the one responsible for calling it the State of the Union Address.

[3] In other words, anyone suspected of war profiteering is in big, big trouble.  Especially since most of those businessmen (and a couple of businesswomen) had firm connections to the Federalists, not Tweedie’s own Radical Party.

[4] Partly anti-rioting laws and the like, but mostly the introduction of an equivalent to the FBI to act against crime at a federal level.

[5] Lemuel Tweedie’s address is based in part on Franklin Roosevelt’s 1934 State of the Union Address, largely because there are certain similarities between post-war New England and OTL 1930s America (and also because I couldn’t find any examples of Tweedie’s own speeches [9]).

[6] Shortly after the North American War, the New England Army Sky Corps was re-established as an independent body, the Sky Force.  Unlike many areas of military technology, New England has no treaty restrictions on the building of heavier-than-air craft.

[7] Harrow football is closest to OTL rugby or rugby league.  New England also has some association football (soccer).

[8] i.e. with the naval losses on both sides in the North American War, the Krijgmarine (German Navy) is now the single largest in the world.

[9] Lemuel Tweedie is a historical character, who in OTL became lieutenant governor of New Brunswick.  For more information about him, see:
http://www.biographi.ca/EN/ShowBio.asp?BioId=41872
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lemuel_John_Tweedie

--

Decades of Darkness #136b: Conventions Of State

[1] President Alfonso is head of the Venezeulan government-in-exile in Australia.  In theory, Australia should be bound by the Treaty of Washington, which forbade such an action, but the Australian government has ignored this.  In effect, they’re saying that they control their own foreign policy in all particulars, despite the protocol that Kingdoms within the British Empire have their foreign policy controlled from London.

[2] The decade of 1900-1909 in OTL saw over eight million migrants to the United States from Europe.  ITTL, while the pool of potential migrants has been reduced due to greater economic opportunities in Europe, there’s still somewhere around seven million potential migrants looking for opportunities.  Immigration to the United States was declining even before the North American War, and Canada and New England are no longer attractive destinations.  With Brazil in civil war, this leaves the main target for migrants as the Southern Hemisphere nations of Australia, South Africa and Argentina, and they are receiving a large portion of the migration which in OTL went to the United States (and a bit of that which went to Canada, too).

[3] Britain signed on behalf of the Empire (as it still represented those nations in terms of foreign policy and defence), except that Australia chose to be represented and to sign on its own behalf.

[4] The United States actually included this reservation (and another on non-interference in the affairs of other states) to the OTL Hague Convention as well.  It’s just that the ‘traditional attitudes’ are slightly different ATL.

--

Decades of Darkness #137b: The Start of Wars: The Reich Strikes Back

[1] A reference to the Confederation of the Equator, which both in OTL and ATL attempted to form an independent nation out of Brazil’s north-eastern provinces in 1824.

[2] Which, of course, a lot of them were, but there was plenty of Imperial support from non-slaveholders, too.  Some from loyalty to the Empress, but more from distrust of any government in Rio de Janeiro.

[3] Gomes was a Brazilian hero of the War of the Quadruple Alliance (See posts #88 and #89.)  Although he only led one division during the North American War, he was Brazil’s most senior and most respected soldier in that fight.

[4] Loosely translated, the Outlander Sky Volunteers.

[5] In pre-NAW Germany, various German aristocrats established flying clubs, the most famous and exclusive of which was the Luftritter, the Sky Knights.  They continue to dominate the slowly developing German flight industry post-war, leaving men like Hans believing that they will find better opportunities elsewhere.  Thanks also go to Scarecrow for suggesting the idea of the Luftritter.

[6] In fact, the main duty of the volunteer Republican sky force in 1907 is reconnaissance and occasional strafing and bombing, rather than the enemy skycraft which he hopes to find, since they Monarchists don’t really have many enemy skycraft to fight yet.  But that doesn’t stop Hans hoping to find one.

[7] Marshal Gomes fought with “Monty” in the North American War (of First Sword Army fame), and some of his attitudes seem to have rubbed off.

[8] Portugal is still a monarchy under the Braganca dynasty, and thus its government feels honour-bound to support Brazil (to say nothing of the favourable trade terms they’d received from Imperial Brazil).

[9] This is less generous in military aid than it might seem, since the cloud-ships in question were obsolete and being replaced by newer, helium-filled models, and the battleships were obsolete pre-Vanguards which were sold for only a little above the price they would have received as scrap metal.

[10] DOK stands for “Deutsche Observations Kraft”, i.e. the German Observation Force.  Thanks also go to Andrew Donelson for suggesting some of the activities of the German Observation Force.

--

Decades of Darkness #137c: The Start of Wars: The Return of the JD-Is

[1] Like most *German authors, Professor Miksa Fenyő regards Europe as ending at the Russian border.

[2] The Amistad is a mutual defensive pact between Argentina, Charcas [Bolivia], Paraguay and Peru.

[3] i.e. during the *Boer War.

[4] In German, Der Vater.

[5] The United States didn’t build any meaningful numbers of *tanks during the North American War, and the few rushed models were built too late to be deployed in combat.

[6] The JD-Is are closest to OTL’s British Medium Mark C Hornet.  The U.S. General Mahans are similar to a steam-powered, heavier version of the French Renault FT-17.

[7] Even though the Germans were officially disapproving of the actions of their *tanks, they were hardly likely to stay quiet about something like this.

--

Decades of Darkness #138a: Call of the Kulullu

[1] The names which Philips uses have a vague similarity to those of H.P. Lovecraft.  L.H. Philips’ father is an ATL brother of H.P. Lovecraft’s mother, Sarah Susan Phillips Lovecraft, and L.H. Philips himself has had a similar background.  Thus many of the names are similar (Kulullu, Yog-Silloth, Arkham House, etc), although often with different meanings.

[2] TTL’s Transcendentalism comes from a cultural and artistic movement to “transcend mundane reality in pursuit of higher thought.”  It has nothing to do with OTL’s Transcendental movement of the mid-nineteenth century, and is closest to Surrealism.  Synthesism (or synthetic realism) is an artistic style which involves a combination of smaller parts to create an abstract version of the complete whole, and is closest to OTL’s cubism, particularly the later synthetic cubism.  Dynamism as an artistic and political movement (most prominent in Germany) which emphasises new developments in technology, and seeks to cast aside the old world.  Dynamism is closest to OTL’s futurism.

[3] Carl Jung is similar to OTL’s version in some forms, in that he encourages analysis of the unconscious, particularly the collective unconscious, and the integration of the study of dreams and myth into psychology.  However, he has some differences due to having no contact with Sigmund Freud.  (He never met Albert von Moltke, TTL’s closest equivalent to Freud.)

[4] In OTL, Hans Richer offered similar sentiments about the Dada movement.

[5] As in OTL, Arkham House is a specialty publishing house, but is located in Boston rather than Sauk City.

[6] According to Lewis’s more lurid accounts, anyway.  It is more widely believed that he simply never told his mother about the war (she never read the newspapers, and was virtually a recluse from her neighbours), and simply left for work one morning and never came back.

[7] Yellow’s Notes are an ATL literature study guide, somewhat reminiscent of Cliff’s Notes in OTL.

[8] With apologies to Marcel Duchamp.

[9] The editor is exaggerating considerably; perhaps a third of the audience left Meeting during the interval.  Given that this production was an experimental style even with Raven circles, such a “high turnover” was to be expected.

--

Decades of Darkness #138b: The March of Madness

[1] The names which Philips uses have a vague similarity to those of H.P. Lovecraft.  L.H. Philips’ father is an ATL brother of H.P. Lovecraft’s mother, Sarah Susan Phillips Lovecraft, and L.H. Philips himself has had a similar background.  Thus many of the names are similar (Kulullu, Yog-Silloth, Arkham House, etc), although often with different meanings.

[2] As in OTL, Arkham House is a specialty publishing house, but is located in Boston rather than Sauk City.

[3] Matthew Hammer fills a role in the Kulullu Mythos which as an analogue falls somewhere between Frank Belknap Long (when Matthew is at his best) and August Derleth (when Matthew is at his worst) and their work with OTL’s Cthulu Mythos.

[4] i.e. during the North American War.

[5] There’s something tragically inevitable of writers of speculative fiction in almost every timeline, who feel strangely compelled to write names with lots of a’po’strop’h’es.

[6] Named for Napoleon V, who is famous for his busy moustache with its upturned ends.  In OTL, it would be called a Kaiser Bill moustache.

[7] By socialists and do-gooders and do-nothings, he means both of the major parties, since the Radicals are variously called socialists and do-gooders, and the Federalists are denounced for doing nothing.

[8] Yellow’s Notes are an ATL literature study guide, somewhat reminiscent of Cliff’s Notes in OTL.

[9] TTL’s Transcendentalism has nothing to do with OTL’s Transcendental movement of the mid-nineteenth century, and is closest to Surrealism.

[10] Synthesism (or synthetic realism) is closest to OTL’s cubism, particularly the later synthetic cubism.

[11] TTL’s Prontoism has some similarities to OTL’s Nowism, but also has a few distinct differences.  Its development ITTL is partly from Nyssa Colquhoun and also by Shawn Passmore himself.  The name comes from an instance of one of the many Spanish loan words incorporated into *American English, some of which have been adopted in New England as well.

[12] As a movement, Dynamism is closest to OTL’s futurism.

[13] OTL’s equivalent of this quote was written by Umberto Boccioni.

[14] At this point, Pluto had not been discovered even in our history; it took until 1930 and was a lucky find even then.

[15] This is a modified version of an OTL quote found at http://www.necfiles.org/mythos.htm

[16] As seen in part #138a, Woods takes rather a positive outlook on Philips’ life.  As such, Matthew Hammer’s eulogy is closer to the truth of Philips’ life, although he has his own biases.

--

Decades of Darkness #139: Riders On The Storm

[1] Consolidating Fruit Holdings (CFH) was formed in 1889 from a merger of the Gordon & Associates Banana Company (founded by Julia Gordon, as she then was, in 1873) and the Baltimore Fruit Company.  Harry and Julia Walker are the largest shareholders in CFH, which has fruit-growing interests in American states from Chiapas to Nicaragua, and in Puerto Rico and other parts of the Caribbean.

[2] B. Scott Harrison invented the Harrison Process, TTL’s equivalent of the Hall-Héroult Process which allows much cheaper aluminium production than previous methods.

[3] Frédéric Chopin was still born ITTL –  he was born in late February or early March 1810, depending on which source you consult – but he managed to avoid the chronic lung infections which plagued him in OTL.  His career was thus longer and more productive.

[4] See post #75.

[5] The author of this book did not mention the reason why John Calhoun was near the Abraham Lincoln; this would not be revealed until the memoirs of Admiral Admiral Henry Clarin Vargas were published after the Great War.  “It was a fortunate accident for New England, though not for France,” Vargas said.  The rescue of over one thousand people by vessels of former enemies had a temporary boost to relations between New England and the United States.

[6] OTL’s Humboldt University of Berlin.

[7] Martin Sigereff’s equations are the same as OTL’s Hertz’s equations for reformulating Maxwell’s equations into the wave equations.  TTL has in general seen a slower development of radio, due to the non-existence of James Clerk Maxwell.  The theoretical underpinnings of electromagnetism took about a decade longer to work out without Maxwell around, with the *Maxwell equations being formulated in the early 1880s rather than 1873.  The *Michelson-Morley experiment (which demonstrated that the luminiferous aether didn’t exist) was conducted in 1901, not 1887.  While there were quite a few people ITTL who noticed some of the effects of ‘wireless’ technology before the Francona brothers, these effects were difficult to control until Sigereff’s equations.

--

Decades of Darkness Interlude #6: Destination Unknown

[1] Hobson University is located in Eden, Australia [Auckland, New Zealand].

[2] Shick, a borrowing from Neudeutsch ‘Schick’ (elegance, fitness, style) is used roughly as OTL English ‘chic.’

[3] Rich., i.e. University of Richmond [Brisbane].

[4] KEU, i.e. King Edward University, Retief [Pretoria, South Africa].

[5] Kings., i.e. Kingsland University, Hampshire [Southport, Queensland].

[6] KCSA: Knight Commander of the Most Exalted Order of the Star of Australia, the oldest purely Australian order of knighthood, created in 1850.

--

Decades of Darkness #141a: To The Brink

[1] Although there has been less German emigration to the United States when compared to OTL, it has still been a notable amount.

[2] These are the territories which the *United States has divided *Colombia and Venezuela into, although as Diane Grant notes, their control is not exactly firm.  Panama Territory is more or less OTL Panama, and Quito is approximately Ecuador.  OTL Colombia is divided into Antioquía (Antioquía, Córdoba, Sucre, Bolívar, Magdalena, Cesar, La Guajira, both Santanders, Boyacá, Arauca, and Casanare), Amazonia (Putumayo, Caquetá, Meta, Guaviare, Vichada, Guainía, Vaupés and Amazonas), and Buenaventura (Nariño, Cauca, Valle del Cauca, Chocó, Cundinamarca and all the small departments around it, Huila, Tolima, and the D.F.).  OTL Venezuela is divided into Orinoco (Amazonas, Bolívar, Delta Amacuro, Nueva Esparta, Sucre, Monagas, and Anzoátegui), Caracas (Vargas, Miranda, Guárico, Cojedes, Yaracuy, Portuguesa, Barinas, Apure, and Caracas itself), and Maracaibo (Falcón, Lara, Trujillo, Mérida, Táchira, and Zulia).

--

Decades of Darkness #141b: Move In Time

[1] Lewis Tompkins is not named after Lewis Mitchell – he is, after all, rather too old for that – but like Mitchell himself, was named after Lewis Cass, another of America’s most popular presidents.

[2] Clement Clarke Moore, who was born pre-PoD, has still written his celebrated poem “The Night Before Christmas” ITTL.  Although none of the reindeer are named Cupid.

[3] Germans ITTL are still often called “Dutchmen” in the United States.  Of course, some of those Germans really are Dutch, too.

[4] Effectively, Hampton is the Minority Leader of the Senate, although this position does not formally exist.  Dalton is an influential Unionist Senator, but not quite the equivalent of the Majority Leader.

[5] TTL’s Senate doesn’t call delaying tactics filibusters, but the effect is the same.

[6] A figure which included three abstentions.

--

Decades of Darkness #141c: Listen To Your Heart

[1] i.e. Prince Pedro, Empress Maria’s elder son, and nominal commander of the southern Royalist forces.

--

Decades of Darkness #142: In the Shadow of the Mountain

[1] Or, at least, to descend while climbing.  At any age, the boy would have equal ability to descend quickly by falling.

--

Decades of Darkness #143: This Land Is Mine

[1] The USA’s allies in 1912 consisting of the Nephi Free State and, much less reliably, Portugal.

[2] i.e. Napoleon I and Napoleon IV.  Napoleon III tends to be forgotten outside of France, particularly in comparison to his uncle and his son.

[3] Segovia’s misunderstanding of the “death of a thousand cuts” is common amongst non-Chinese peoples of the period in both TTL and OTL, but it bears little relationship to the actual Chinese practice of “ling che”.

[4] 25 April 1884 is the date when Brazil declared war on Uruguay at the start of the War of the Quadruple Alliance.

[5] Eunuco is Spanish for eunuch.

--

Decades of Darkness #144: The Darkening Menace

[1] Around this time, the Southern Netherlands [Belgium] were trying to win their independence from the Dutch crown.  This kept the Dutch more focused there rather than trying to settle the long-disputed regions around Timor.

[2] The role of Vice-King of Goa involved a much larger area of responsibility than just Goa itself; as Vice-King of Goa, Saldanha was responsible for Portuguese possessions stretching from Africa to Timor and China.

[3] Vatuas was the name that Portugal applied to all peoples that came from southern Africa around 1820 and moved into the lands between the Limpopo and Zambezi rivers.

[4] A similar event happened in OTL.

[5] Which specialises mainly in tropical diseases.

[6] Morocco’s acquiescence to this conquest has more to do with the perceived threat of French expansionism.  In 1896, the concern over French expansion meant that the King of Morocco accepted a titular overlordship from the King of Portugal.  In practice, this means that Morocco largely is left to run itself, although the Portuguese tend to view it as more of a colony.

[7] While the standard in TTL’s English is to refer to OTL Hawaii as the Sandwich Islands, the Portuguese (and some others) refer to it by the locals chosen name of Hawaii.

--

Decades of Darkness #145: Roma Eterna America

[1] A suburb of Acapulco, and the main centre of the American film industry.

[2] The presence of a modern, expansionistic slaveholding power has given the *United States’ neighbors a less favorable view of historical expansionistic slaveholding empires.

[3] The *United States does not have the specific Hayes Codes of OTL.  Their alternate rating system developed in the 1920s, and has four main grades: AAAS, All Ages and Sexes; 16AS, All Sexes Over 16; 16MO, Men Over 16; and MM, Mature Men Only.  A film rated “MM” would be most shocking to an OTL 1950s audience, although it does not quite display exactly what the New England movie reviewer claims it does.

--

Decades of Darkness #146: The Years of Nice and Fault

[1] The salt beds beneath Detroit (which are just part of a large formation which spreads over Michigan, Ontario, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York and West Virginia) were not mined in OTL until 1896.  ITTL, the different settlement patterns of Michigan (not so many people settled further west as early as in OTL) meant that the salt mines under Detroit were exploited earlier.

[2] Former presidents of New England are often politely referred to as President even after they have left office, although they have no formal right to keep the title.

[3] The Modern Baptists are one of a number of new denominations (and some new groups within existing dominations) which form in post-war New England.  Their belief system is similar to some of the Modernist Christian movements of OTL, and includes a rejection of biblical literalism, a strong focus on the community, and some aspects of the Social Gospel movement of OTL (although not the temperance aspects).

[4] See post #123.

[5] i.e. the various vitalist (*fascist) parties who’ve sprung up in post-war New England.

[6] This is the New England equivalent to the State of the Union Address, traditionally read by a clerk rather than in person, and usually delivered on the second Tuesday in February.

--

Decades of Darkness #147: Where Eagles Dare

[1] Berlin Polytechnic is TTL’s closest equivalent to the Technical University of Berlin.

[2] Flame engines are the most common name for TTL’s jet engines.

[3] The Goddard Rocket Company, based in New England, is at this time the world’s main supplier of high-quality rockets.  Due to the North American War, the German government is increasingly reluctant to rely on New England technology for any military applications.

[4] Coleman Carnegie is a distant ATL ‘relative’ of the historical Andrew Carnegie; Coleman’s great-grandfather Thomas is the same man as Andrew’s historical grandfather.

[5] Australia’s high rate of immigration means that housing is at a premium in Sydney.

[6] Vegelade is a strong, salty, savoury cheap spread made from yeast paste and other things best left unmentioned.  Its closest OTL equivalent is Vegemite [11].

[7] Coleman’s grandfather and father (William Carnegie and Randolph Carnegie) are labour agitators in Australia.  Randolph Carnegie was recently arrested for sedition over labour protests.  Coleman has mysteriously lost his job at Sydney’s patent office, although the two events obviously have no connection whatsoever, as the Minister for Employment has repeatedly said.

[8] Many machine shops of this era used a single engine (steam, gas, or diesel) to power a system of shafts, and belts that hook to a motor on various machine tools.

[9] One of the side-effects of German nationalism being language-based rather than on ethnicity (e.g. they treat Poles who learn German and act German as if they are German much more readily than in OTL) is that Yiddish-speaking Jews are also considered to be Germans, or close enough.  Unfortunately, this means that some Russians reach the same conclusion.

[10] Feodor Kraksky is one of Russia’s foremost metallurgical engineers during the 1910s.  His shop in St Petersburg produces precision machinery for a wide range of projects, such as skycraft engines and high powered artillery.

[11] And for those non-Australasians who haven’t yet tried Vegemite, one word of advice: Don’t [12].

[12] Or at least, if you do, don’t go by the adage that “a little is good, so more must be better.”

--

Decades of Darkness #148: Ordinary World

[1] In terms of years in the Senate, not greatest age.  Vermillion is effectively the Majority Leader of the Senate, and his counterpart Wade Hampton IV fills a similar role amongst the Democrats.

[2] In this era, West Coast refers to the states between Oregon and South California.

[3] New England founded the first modern intelligence agency, the Department of Foreign Security, in 1865.  The United States, Britain and a few other nations have followed suit.

[4] The Industrial Commission, founded by President Mahan in 1889, has the power to break up trusts and other monopolies.

[5] Only if he were a rather wealthy working man, but horsts did became affordable for the middle class within the decade.

[6] Nubado (originally nublado) music would perhaps better be translated as cloudy music, rather than cloud music.

[7] TTL’s closest equivalent to Prohibition-era speakeasies, where music and dancing were the pretext for alcohol.

[8] Nubado music does not have a close historical analogue, but can best be imagined as the fusion of 1920s-era blues with early twentieth-century Latin American music, particularly Cuban styles such as guajira, son and changui.

--

Decades of Darkness #149a: Queen of Hearts

[1] Faith Griffin (b. 16 February 1889) is the daughter of Hugh Griffin, Jr and Margaret Griffin, née Parkes.  Hugh Jr is the son of America’s 13th President (see post #68), and who has accomplished very little other than being born with a famous name.  Margaret is a daughter of an influential Ohio industrial family, and noted Columbian socialite.

[2] By which Hugh Griffin meant that she might turn out to be the one other family member who inherited both his brains and his charisma.  Of Hugh’s two sons, Hugh Griffin, Jr. had inherited his looks and charm, but not his intellect, while Harvey Griffin had acquired something of his father’s brains, but none of his earthy charm.

--

Decades of Darkness #149b: Dream The Day Away

[1] There has been a retcon to post #149a.  The United States did not grant female suffrage in 1915, as for a variety of reasons I’ve become convinced that this was too early.

[2] Large portions of this section are based on a historical book of the same name, written by Carrie Chapman Catt and Nettie Rogers Shuler and published in 1926.

[3] This is because Louisiana and Coahuila are community property jurisdictions (which they inherited from French and Spanish civil law, respectively), and thus as joint owners planter’s wives meet the property qualifications.  Kansas has common-law property rights.  As such, while women can keep their own property on marriage, and can inherit their husband’s assets, only their own property counts toward the property qualification as long as they are married.

[4] Rowling University, in East Knoxville, Tennessee.  Founded in 1862, it is one of the premiere educational institutions in the United States, largely due to its proximity to lots of wealthy statesmen looking to make philanthropic contributions and/or vote-winning gestures.

[5] From Spanish zanja, meaning roughly “hole” or “ditch”.

--

Decades of Darkness #149c: Sowing the Seeds

[1] The Bautistas’ children are Ramon Ignacio, born 6 February 1914, and the twins Patricia Teodora and Nathaniel Jackson, born 19 March 1915.

[2] The C&G 50 is the Carlton & Gordon weighted average of the top fifty companies on the New Orleans Stock Exchange, the *USA’s largest stock exchange.

[3] In previous posts, I’d used the date of 14 March, due to a misreading of the calendar.  (14 March is a Sunday).  Thus a small retcon is in order.

[4] Unlike OTL’s Great Depression, the economic crisis of TTL’s 1920s is much sharper in its onset.  The relatively higher use of credit meant that a banking crisis started in the same year, with earlier and more frequent foreclosures and repossessions when compared to OTL.

[5] As in OTL, the various state legislatures usually hold their elections on the same day as federal election, but some states time their elections for the odd-numbered year instead.

[6] Having the convention meet in Washington’s then-notorious summer climate might well have been Congress’s not-so-subtle method of keeping the convention as short as possible.

[7] i.e. they’ll have twice the voting power due to having women cast votes.

--

Decades of Darkness #150: History Repeating

[1] The Mornington Crisis is named for Sergeant Harold Mornington, the most senior *American soldier killed in an exchange of fire with German soldiers in December 1910, almost precipitating a war between those nations.  See posts #141a-c.

[2] The home of the New Orleans financial district, and whose stock market is a major item of interest to *Americans during the 1910s.

[3] Esperanza, Sonora is located approximately at OTL Los Mochis, Sinaloa.  Founded in 1866 as a new city and port at one end of the South-Central Pacific Railroad (New Orleans to Esperanza – the other main spur of the railroad connected to San Francisco), Esperanza is a major agricultural and tourist centre, as well as the site of Fernan Cortes University.

[4] Association football (soccer) exists in TTL similar to its OTL form, and the same abbreviated name (soccer) is used in a few countries, principally the United States and Australia, to distinguish it from other forms of football played in those nations.

[5] i.e. San Jose, North California.  This is the second-largest city in that state, behind San Francisco.

[6] Goldenrods are older steam-powered horsts mostly built in New England, while Coyotes and M-7s are American-built; the M-7 is TTL’s closest equivalent to the Model-T Ford, while the Coyotes are similar in design to OTL Bugatti racing models.  The North American horst industry has two main centres of production: the *Rust Belt and *Birmingham.  New England-built horsts are mostly constructed in Michigan and Hudson (primarily Detroit and Buffalo), with a few companies in nearby Ontario.  The centre of the *American steel industry is in Pulaski [Birmingham, Alabama], and the majority of horsts are built here with a combination of slave and free labour.  A smaller horst industry is also beginning to develop in Puerto Veracruz.

[7] A surprising number of children born in late 1907 and early 1908 have the name Lewis.

[8] The Coyote Mark IV is very similar to the Bugatti Type 35.

[9] The Costello is a former hotel now occupied by Esperanza’s local stock exchange.

[10] For those not familiar with Australian football, the scoring is as follows: A goal (kicked between the inner posts) is worth six points, a behind (achieved several ways) is worth one point.  The score is reported as number of goals/number of behinds/total points.  For example, the score of 16.17.113 means 16 goals and 17 behinds, for a total of 113 points.

[11] Faulkner is OTL Anchorage, Alaska.  It was constructed as a planned city starting in 1911, and named for the *American Secretary of State who negotiated the acquisition of Alaska at the end of the North American War.

[12] Properly, the Puerto Veracruz Conquistadors, but many journalists and even a few commentators forget that.

--

Decades of Darkness #151a: Architect of Dreams

[1] In the geographical sense only; neither Germany nor Italy could be said to exist as united nations during the late 1830s.

[2] Due to its location on the U.S.-New England border, Philadelphia saw a delayed boom.  Where in OTL it went from roughly 120,000 inhabitants in 1850 to 560,000 inhabitants by 1860, *Philadelphia took longer to boom.  It began to receive more immigrants from the mid-1860s, when *American relations with New England had normalised.  However, it is still considerably smaller in comparison to its OTL population.  Philadelphia is at the northern end of an industrial belt rather than being in the centre of one.  Its primary advantage is as a convenient rail hub for cross-border trade with New England.

[3] TTL’s Philadelphia City Hall is overall smaller than OTL’s equivalent (which is built in a Second Empire style), although its central monument is slightly taller and lacks a statue of William Penn.  The Egyptian Revival style it’s built in is uncommon in the OTL USA, but a few examples of it do exist, such as the Egyptian Building in Virginia Commonwealth University: http://www.bluffton.edu/~sullivanm/virginia/richmond/egyptblding/medicalcollege.html" http://www.bluffton.edu/~sullivanm/virginia/richmond/egyptblding/medicalcollege.html

[4] Washington College is OTL’s Washington and Lee University, in Lexington, Virginia.  It has one of the most selective law schools in the *USA.

[5] Office of Knowledge Management.  The *USA’s first formal intelligence agency, and precursor to its modern Federal Intelligence Agency.

[6] i.e. universal for citizens.  Bird, like most *Americans, cares nothing for education of the indentured population.

[7] i.e. Pennsylvania, Westylvania and Ohio, the former “Free Trio” and the most New England-like states in the *USA.

[8] Of course, it could also be argued that Pennsylvania, Westylvania and Ohio had copied the model from New England, but that would have made the system of public education a much harder sell in the *USA.

[9] Northern states means Nebraska, Iowa and Wilkinson, and sometimes Indiana and Illinois as well.  The Rocky Mountain states include Idaho, Wyoming, Deseret, Colorado and Aururia, and are sometimes considered to include West Texas as well, even though that state has considerable non-mountainous territory.

[10] The Eastern states refers roughly to OTL’s Old South plus Florida, i.e. the ATL states of Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North and South Carolina, Georgia and Jackson.  The Midwest is an amorphous term which includes most of the rest of the OTL Southern states and border states, plus some parts of northern Mexico.  In the sense in which Bird uses it, he means the ATL states of Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, East and West Florida, Missouri, Kansas, Washington, Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, East Texas, Jefferson, and Coahuila.

[11] Due to the quirk of receiving a large proportion of the German immigrants who made it to the *USA, Iowa has had a much earlier and stronger focus on education than most of the rest of the country.  Its state system of schools is modelled on the German system of gymnasium and vocational schools rather than general primary and high schools, with the clear aim of preparing some students for a university education.  It has a number of institutions of higher education to support this, most notably Clay University (founded by members of the Clay family after they left Kentucky) in Grant [Davenport, Iowa] and Crawford University in Des Moines.  Iowa’s universities have a strong enough reputation that they attract students both from surrounding states and even a few from Canada.

[12] Trinity University, like the predecessors to OTL’s Duke University, was founded by Methodists and thus acquired a similar name, but apart from the name it has little in common with the OTL institution.

[13] The U.S. college system which Bird describes has as its main focus helping people to fit into upper-class society.  In effect, they’re used as “finishing schools” for the elite and the children of the upper middle class who want to join the elite.  They turn out some excellent lawyers, doctors, and the like, a lot of good sportsmen, and a reasonable number of technical professionals, engineers and the like.  But they have very little in the way of pure research.

[14] Unlike in OTL, the *USA’s universities never saw an equivalent of the “gentleman’s agreement” or quota system to reduce the proportion of Jewish students.

[15] The American Education Association, as its name suggests, is a special interest group founded to promote better funding for all forms of education, and engages a number of lobbyists to help it pursue its goals.

--

Decades of Darkness #151b: Better Off Alone

[1] Examination is concerned with investigating any given area of industrial conduct, as directed by the President or Congress.  It usually targets specific industries or companies, and had been moribund since Mahan left office.  Economics & Statistics had a smaller but ongoing role in gathering relevant commercial data and providing advice to Congress when considering legislation.

[2] In other words, they had a spoils system, which can be traced back to Thomas Jefferson.

[3] Similar to several other areas of his memoirs, Bird has a habit of glossing over details and exaggerating his own importance.  In this case, he has omitted the fact that the United States went off the gold standard during the North American War.  It rejoined the gold standard in 1910, after the gold mined in the Klondike gold rush allowed it to rebuild its gold reserves and rejoin the gold standard, albeit at a lower rate of exchange.

[4] i.e. leased or rented slaves & peons were more frequently badly-treated.

[5] In OTL, Charles Donagh Maginnis helped to establish a style of Gothic Revival (Collegiate Gothic) in many American university campuses.  ITTL, Bird’s heritage and inspiration means that most of the new American universities use neo-classical styles (Romanesque, Doric Greek or Egyptian) instead.

--

Decades of Darkness #152: Shards of Gold

[1] This amendment has been retconned from the version used in post #149c.  The Vice-President is now elected on the same ticket as the President, and Congress has the power to set uniform electoral laws, to limit (although probably not eliminate) how many times the dead can vote.

[2] Standards management and flexible inventory control are equivalent to OTL’s quality management and just-in-time inventory control methods, respectively.

--

Decades of Darkness #153b: Fox on the Hudson

[1] The Liberians have invented an equivalent of the Christie suspension system, first used in 1928 in OTL, and which allowed vastly improved cross-country performance.

--

Decades of Darkness #153c: Book of Secrets

[1] Reasons which amount to not wanting the stigma of being the first bankrupt President of the United States.  Not that Bellamy would ever admit this to anyone, let alone a Yankee.

[2] The New England Constitution, which derived from the early U.S. Constitution, still has the provisions of Article 2, Section 1, Clause 6.  This authorises Congress to provide for presidential succession if the president dies or is unable to discharge their duty... but contains no provision for replacing a Vice-President while the President is still functioning.  The New England line of presidential succession also follows the 1792 Presidential Succession Act, where the President pro tempore of the Senate follows the Vice-President in the order of succession.

--

Decades of Darkness #153d: A Winter Garden

[1] Credit goes to Noel Maurer and Franklin Delano Roosevelt for their assistance with some of the parts of this speech.

[2] The Treaty of Washington did not specify a maximum limit on the size of the New England Army, but required that it be “no larger than necessary to maintain internal security,” and it specifically forbade the use of conscription.

[3] The New England Constitution, like that of the U.S. Constitution it is based on, has prohibitions against Senators and Representatives filling any civil office under the United States.  Mullins argues that this prohibition applies to Cabinet Secretaries and the like, but that it does not apply to the presidency, which is also an elected office.

--

Decades of Darkness #154: The Weight of the World

[1] Germany and France have increased agricultural tariffs since the late nineteenth century, Britain (for different reasons) has encouraged local grain production.

[2] TTL’s Italian Fascists could best be described as nationalist corporatists, and are effectively the party of the urban middle and upper classes.  While they are firmly anti-liberal, they don’t have any particular preference for street armies or totalitarianism.

[3] TTL’s British Liberal party is not much like its OTL version.  The “New Liberal” of OTL’s nineteenth century did not take hold, nor was there any equivalent of Gladstone’s advocacy of Home Rule in Ireland.  Instead, the Liberals evolved into the party of low taxation, government non-interference and free trade (although that last position is partly changing due to the effects of the North American War).  The Tories became more the party of government intervention and protectionism, and have been experiencing difficulties competing with the rising Labour Party.

[4] Germany has not deliberately set out for any sort of naval arms race, but when Britain’s fleet was greatly weakened during the North American War, Germany emerged as the single largest naval power, and it has maintained its lead.

[5] Conflicting interest in Poland, Courland and the Balkans, in the case of Germany, and conflicting interest in Turkey, Persia, Afghanistan and China, in the case of Britain.

--

Decades of Darkness #156: Matters of Orient-ation

[1] From the British point of view, Portugal’s actions in making an alliance with the United States, and backing the royalist forces in the Brazilian civil war, were themselves unfriendly acts.

[2] Werner Schweitzer, an Alsatian with a considerable personal financial empire along with a private army consisting of mostly Thai and Vietnamese mercenaries, can best be considered as a German equivalent of Cecil Rhodes.

[3] The Qing Dynasty is Russian-backed and rules most of those parts of OTL China which are part of the Russian sphere of influence (although most of Manchuria and Inner Mongolia are under direct Russian rule).

--

Decades of Darkness #157: Here Come The Drums

[1] Grillparzer was an early writer of *science fiction, who had a rather pessimistic view of the future.  See post #94a.

[2] The Reichsverein is the name for the combined parliament/association of the various states within Germany’s sphere of influence: Germany itself, Poland, Hungary, Croatia and Courland.  The Reichsverein coordinates decisions of combined foreign policy, defence, currency, and tariffs.  Decisions are usually sought as unanimous, but majority decisions have been accepted in the past.  Representation is proportional to population, and Germany alone can force a majority decision if it wishes.

[3] Germany experienced what was overall a mild recession in 1920-22, mostly due to the raising of international trade barriers.  This affected some parts of the Verein more than others, with falling wages and higher unemployment affecting much of Hungary and Croatia, and parts of OTL Austria and Poland.

[4] This was after New England had just seen hyperinflation, and the value of the American dollar and British pound sterling had both suffered as well.

[5] Unlike, say, the pre-WW1 Anglo-German naval race.  The OTL German High Seas Fleet lacked the range to have any credible use except as a threat to the Royal Navy.  TTL’s Krijgmarine has considerably greater range and does not have the same emphasis on capital ships above all else.  However, its sheer size is still a threat, and makes impossible any British aim of building a bigger navy than the next two naval powers.

[6] This was quite arguable, even if including the British Empire as part of Britain, which Chou is doing here.

[7] Sophie is the daughter of King Richard IV of the United Kingdom, while Grand Duke Nicolai is the brother of Tsar Alexander II.  See post #125.

[8] Named for the captain of the Dutch/German fleet which forced Nippon to end its isolation.  See post #52.

--

Decades of Darkness #158a: The Path of Shadows

[1] Lebedev is thinking of the three volcanic eruptions of Mount Pelée in Martinique, Santamaría in Guatemala, and Soufrière in St Vincent, all of which erupted in 1902 and which between them cost over 36,000 lives.  His memory is, however, more fallible than he realises – St Vincent did not fall under *American rule until 1906.

[2] Any similarities to the resignation speech of Richard M. Nixon are purely coincidental.

[3] In the *U.S. Navy, the rank of Rear Admiral is actually a two-star rank.  The position of first-star admiral is given the rank of Commodore Admiral, usually just called Commodore.

--

Decades of Darkness #159: Diamonds in the Dark

[1] i.e. José Ramon Juarez, a Mexican guerrilla general during the Third Mexican War.  See posts #79a and b, and #83.

[2] Liberian accents, and particularly Wilkinston ones, have more distinct emphasis on pronouncing separate syllables.  Even unstressed syllables tend to be pronounced clearly.  Stress almost invariably falls on the penultimate syllable in a word.

[3] Awari is part of the mancala family of games, known by a variety of names, e.g. Oware, Ayo, and Warri.  It probably originated in West Africa in OTL.  ITTL, Liberia has adopted it as something close to their national game, largely because it is a distinctly African game.

--

Decades of Darkness #160: West of Suez

[1] The Grisham Enigma is roughly equivalent to a Hawker Hurricane Mk I.

[2] The Vickers Thunderer is slightly inferior to an OTL Vickers Wellington twin-engine bomber, although intended more as a daylight bomber.

--

Decades of Darkness #161: Who Will You Run To?

[1] These were actually German sailors and marines, in a couple of German naval bases along the coast.

--

Decades of Darkness #162a: Spark To A Flame

[1] This is partly based on what happened to Italy in OTL, although for different reasons.  The last major German modernisation of 1926 took considerable time to plan and conduct.  There are new prototypes and designs in German manufacturing which would be models close to what is being produced in the Bouclier nations, but these will take time to approve and develop.

[2] HPO stands for high-pressure oil, TTL’s equivalent of diesel.

--

Decades of Darkness #163b: Rescue Me

[1] Assembly camps are the closest ATL equivalent to concentration camps of the Second Boer War vintage.  The ATL assembly camps were not places of deliberate death, but where many of the inhabitants died due to lack of knowledge about adequate nutritional requirements and an unfortunate disease environment.  (See post #104b.)  With this reference, Bautista is comparing Fierro’s tactics to the similar (although less brutal) British tactics which the *United States condemned during TTL’s Anglo-Boer War.

--

Decades of Darkness #164: Sweet Sacrifice

[1] “Ayer”, from the Spanish for “yesterday”, is come to be used in a more general sense in *American English to mean something that’s outdated or no longer relevant.

[2] In OTL, this town was known as Queenstown at that time.

[3] The John Calhoun is actually a battlecruiser, by older standards, but one which obsolete enough that it is easily mistaken for a more modern heavy cruiser.

[4] The International Funksender Conference of 1913, held in Den Haag, Germany, had assigned call-signs to each nation and promulgated a standard list of signals and phrases to be used by ships and shore stations.  The German Reich was assigned all call signs beginning with D and M; France, F; the United Kingdom, G and B; the United States, U and S, and New England, N.  The letter Q was reserved for standard phrases, and QAS (for General Au Secours) was reserved for distress calls. 600 meters was reserved for maritime traffic, including distress calls, while 750 meters was used as an alternate, ship-to-ship wavelength.

[5] Strictly speaking, Ireland should have been represented by the British delegates at this conference, since it fell under the purview of “foreign affairs” for a Kingdom within the Empire.  But by this time, the various Kingdoms were starting to act more independently.

[6] Larry Blundell, Jr. is the renamed version of James Blundell, Jr. from post #126d.  I thought that the latter name was too reminiscent of a certain contemporary fictional character, so I picked a different name.

--

Decades of Darkness #165a: Highway to Hell

[1] Like many commentators, MT Dombeck Jr blames the economic panic on the effects of the stock market crash.  In fact, it was the simultaneous banking crises which produced economic chaos; the stock market collapse itself was merely a symptom.

--

Decades of Darkness #165b: Crossing the Rubicon

[1] Fion O’Neil would later go on to have a legendary career amongst the Republicans.  Many a biography would be written about him in later years, but sadly, there isn’t yet time to go into this.

[2] The rather aptly named Princeton Small is a rather colorless Jacobite who rose to the leadership of the Canadian Party following the retirement of the previous prime minister and the disgrace of the expected successor, Lord Savage.  Once in power, Mr Small acts as a mouthpiece for James II’s policies, rather than generating many policies of his own.

[3] Thomas Dombeck assumes (as do many others) that the Republic of Brazil is effectively controlled by the military.  He believes that while the Canadian Republicans need to have armed force of their own to match the government, they need a political wing too, lest they become entirely controlled by the military even if they win control.

[4] TTL’s Kingdom of Canada has a House of Lords established on a broadly British model, with a small assortment of hereditary peers and a large number of life peers.  As in the British House of Lords, the Canadian equivalent also acts as the final court of appeal.  This power is delegated to the Lords of Session.  In normal circumstances, the Lords of Session are experienced trial judges who have been granted a life peerage.  Canada in the early 1920s, however, is not operating in normal circumstances.

[5] The Republican Guard is the most organised of the street armies, and loosely associated with the National Republican Party.  Their actions had never been officially condoned by Thomas Dombeck or any of the party leadership, although they had not been convincingly condemned, either.  With the Last Winter Night, the Guard took on more of a paramilitary bent.  In time, they would become the largest and influential of the paramilitary organisations associated with the Republican movement.

[6] The Dearborn Daily Herald has the largest circulation in Dearborn and, by extension, Wisconsin.  It has a generally pro-Republican slant, although with care taken to avoid writing anything actionable.

--

Decades of Darkness #165c: In the Court of the Crimson King 

[1] James II had enjoyed a wild youth before assuming the throne.  Following the death of his father he had attempted to lose himself in pursuit of the age-old pursuits of wine, women and song.  The Kingston Rising had finally broken him of that attitude and convinced him that he should play the primary role in repairing Canada.  He had devoted more of his attention to politics and strengthening the powers of the monarchy.

Persuading James II to marry had been a chore, and his advisors had only done so by linking it to political considerations.  The choice was Princess Charlotte of a cadet branch of the Hohenzollerns (Prussian royal family).  With Canada forced into official neutrality by the Treaty of Washington, James had hoped to strengthen informal ties with Germany.

What began as a marriage of convenience soon blossomed into a love affair.  Charlotte has been credited by many Jacobites for forcing James to abandon most of his remaining vices.  She is beloved by the rank and file of the party, and popular with large parts of the broader country, although the Republicans hate her almost as much as her husband.

[2] Wisconsin’s northern reaches, particularly the Upper Peninsula, are a hotbed of Republican support, producing a number of influential leaders such as Thomas “Dynamite” Dombeck and his son Matthew T. Dombeck.

[3] The Republicans still lack a national leadership, a problem which the Jacobites certainly do not face.

[4] The Royal Protection Service, who are effectively bodyguards, although they are gradually acquiring some other duties.

[5] The pamphlets all read “Some Dynamite In Memory of Dynamite.”  The reference was clearly to the death of Thomas Dombeck in prison several months before.  The message was a blatant confirmation that the assassination had been conducted by Republicans, although it did not confirm which of the many factions was responsible.

[6] In other words, when the Minute Men were still American, not New Englanders – a detail which they usually try to gloss over.

--

Decades of Darkness #165e: Summertime Blues

[1] This is equivalent to the M1922 version of the Browning Automatic Rifle.

[2] Named for a British hero of the second burning of Washington DC in 1834.

[3] A female delegates have attended the First Canadian Congress.  The most noted of those would be Virginia Sheppard of Covington, Ontario, since she had attended from the heart of Jacobite country.  Sheppard would also attend the later constitutional convention and play a large role in its proceedings.

[4] Wisconsin is one of the provinces worst-affected by the Troubles.  Republicans control the northern portion of the province, including the volatile Upper Peninsula.  In recent months they have solidified their control of the westernmost parts of the provinces, especially along the Mississippi.  However, the Jacobites retain control of their heartland of the Fox Valley, and most of the other coastal population centres along Lake Michigan, such as Belfast [Milwaukee].  The population of Dearborn [Chicago] is mostly pro-Republican since Teutoberg, but it is occupied by the Canadian military; an occupation which has become increasingly difficult to supply due to the recent falling out with New England meaning that men and materiel cannot be sent via Michigan.  To make matters even more confusing, following the forced dissolution of the original provincial parliament, there are now two parliaments reassembled and claiming to be the government of Wisconsin; a Jacobite-controlled one in Green Bay and a Republican one in Marquette.

[5] The National Republican Convention established in 1912 was an electoral coalition, not a unified party.  Its leading figures had managed a suitable level of cooperation amongst themselves about working to win control of the national government, but this fell apart with the arrest of the national leadership and the effective abandonment of democratic government at the national level.  Since then, the level of cooperation amongst Republican groups has been decidedly mixed.  In the central and eastern provinces, especially Wisconsin, the immediate threat of Jacobite assault has kept the disagreements more on the level of argument and non-cooperation.  In the western provinces, with a limited Jacobite presence, the fighting instead became a case of jockeying for power amongst rival groups who all called themselves Republicans of one form or another.

[6] The provincial governments of Saskatchewan and Caroline were held in poor regard by most Republicans until recently.  They remained nominally loyal to James II following the dissolution of the national parliament, and refused to disband even when ordered to do so later.  Many of their opponents condemned them as moderates and opportunists who sought to reach an agreement with the king.  As such, the paramilitary organizations and local bosses wielded most of the power in those two provinces.  Internal struggles within the parliamentary factions and some judicious cooperation with chosen paramilitary groups saw this trend reversed, and new leaders emerged in the parliament who were untainted by former association with the king.  Governor Blackwell has become the most prominent of those in Saskatchewan; Haraldson was the most eloquent of several in Caroline.  The parliamentary groups have taken control of the western provinces, but some bad blood remains between them and the eastern Republicans.

[7] Quebec is currently divided between Jacobites, Republicans, and a growing number of Separatists.  ‘Separatist’ is actually a misnomer given by their enemies.  They mostly want autonomy for Quebec, believing that it will be more and more neglected as the political centre of gravity moves west, and that any replacement for the monarchy will be more inclined to meddle in Quebecois affairs than the monarchy has been.  For now, the Republicans and Separatists are making common cause, but agitators – including some apparent foreigners – have become louder of late.

--

Decades of Darkness #166: The Day You Went Away

[1] This is not an indication of any lack of talent on Arendt’s part; the much-reduced New England Army after the war meant that promotion opportunities were extremely limited.

--

Decades of Darkness #167a: Blood Is Thicker Than Water

[1] Sea wolves were involved in the sinking of a couple of battleships during the North American War, but not alone.  A British battleship, the Repulse, was damaged by a sea wolf during the Battle of the Dragon’s Mouths (off Venezuela), but it took another battleship to finish it off.

[2] The Marlborough-class battleships are based on OTL’s planned G3 class of battlecruisers.  Although actually superior to any contemporary ship classed as a battleship, the G3s were designated as battlecruisers when compared to the even more heavily-armed N3 class, which was also planned but never built.  ITTL, the Marlboroughs are seen as a new class of battleships in their own right, and not as secondary to a larger class of battleships.  The equivalent to an N3 class would not be developed for several more years.

[3] The history of naval development in the DoD TL is fundamentally different to that of OTL because there has been no analogue of the Treaty of Washington restrictions on naval development.  This means that the equivalent of the British G3 and N3 very large battleship designs were built, and the other navies have been forced to respond in one way or another.  Many nations cannot afford to match them; battleships being such expensive propositions, after all.  Even those who can still have to limit themselves in the number they build.  But there are still some extremely large battleships on the world’s oceans by the end of the 1920s.  They aren’t quite as large as the Yamato, but they’re bigger than most other battleships which were ever built historically.

[4] The Providence was so-named by New England President John Dewey, who remarked that it was “divine Providence that the United States lets us build any carriers.”

--

Decades of Darkness #167b: Still Waters Run Deep

[1] i.e. the North Sea and the Mediterranean.

[2] The Yamashiro-class battleships are slightly larger than the historical Iowa-class; armed with 16.5-inch guns and displacing around 50,000 tons.  By ATL standards, they are well-armed and armoured long-range battleships, but with smaller guns than the newest German and British battleships (which use 18-inch guns).

[3] Blau Stieg (OTL Taitung City, Taiwan) has been deliberately chosen as a remote area of Formosa to occupy.  Both in OTL and ATL, this is one of the most remote areas of Formosa itself, cut off by mountains from the more populous areas.  Nippon has chosen this area as a landing site because it is relatively easy to acquire and use as a naval and skycraft base for attacks on the rest of Formosa.  It is not intended to be a base for the land occupation of Formosa, although there will likely be raids from the area.

--

Decades of Darkness #168: Tears and Glory

[1] Goliaths are similar to KV-1s, and Sans-Tourelles are turretless arlacs which are not much use in an attack, but very handy for setting up a defensive line.

--

Decades of Darkness #170a: Under The Eagle’s Wings

[1] Coal gas (or syngas), developed through the gasification of coal, and thanks to wartime necessity pressed into service as a fuel, despite the safety risks.

[2] ATL Germans – especially children – rarely make a distinction between England and Britain.

[3] Seewolf is a Neudeutsch word for submarines.

[4] Luftfeld is Neudeutsch and translates as airfield.  Aerodrome has a similar meaning in French (both OTL and ATL).  The usual ATL English equivalent would be skyfield.

--

Decades of Darkness #170b: Where Eagles Soar

[1] Italy in fact stopped claiming Dalmatia quite a while ago, although it was part of the original claims for Italian unification.  For Italy to keep claiming Dalmatia would gravely antagonise Croatia, and so the claim has been dropped.  However, this doesn’t stop German propaganda from repeating the former claim.

[2] This argument rests on the fact that in German (as in many other languages), there are no two distinct words for heaven and sky.  The word Himmel, although usually translated as “heaven” in English, is the realm of the divine, and it is impossible to use the word for man-made actions and machines.  Of course, the way Weber uses this translation deliberately blurs this meaning for effect.

--

Decades of Darkness #171: Deliriant Isti Americani

[1] German colonies which have been occupied by Australian forces are in theory under British control.  In practice, however, with British forces committed to Europe, Australian officials and soldiers are responsible for occupying and administering British colonies throughout the Far East.  The British Indian Army is responsible for former German colonies bordering on the Indian Ocean (except for the East Indies).  The effective separation line runs between Indochina and Siam.

--

Decades of Darkness #173: Francia Delenda Est

[1] “Retained” is used in this sense similarly to OTL usage of “classified” government records.

[2] Which actually included nearby islands, not just the island of Tierra del Fuego itself.

--

Decades of Darkness #174: The Truth of an Omen

[1] The terms were actually severe restrictions on the size of the Royal Navy, but this amounted to the same thing.

--

Decades of Darkness #175: Above Us Only Sky

[1] Caelunautic is the ATL English equivalent of aeronautic, derived from Latin caelum, “sky.”

[2] Literally, this would be Imperial Air Works, but ATL anglophone authors tend to render the German word Luft (air) into the more familiar “sky.”

[3] Lake Marie is OTL’s Dry Lake Rogers, i.e. Edwards Air Force base.

[4] Amidst the rising international tensions of the 1920s, President Porter began his first term in office pledging to create a “Fortress America safe from the ravages of the world.”  This policy would eventually quietly be abandoned even before the breakout of war in Europe.

[5] Garbarus Bay is a southward-facing bay in Nova Scotia.

[6] Chief of Procurement is one of those wonderfully vague titles given to Vitalists who are outside the elected government structure of New England.  As Chief of Procurement, Oliphant gets a considerable say into which companies are allocated which projects.

[7] i.e. the Cabinet member in charge of Vitalist propaganda.

[8] The earlier LC-1, -2 and -3 have been retroactively renamed as Astor-1, -2 and -3.  The Astor program was named for Jacob Astor, who was the leader of the fusion party of United Democrats until his death.  Mullins took over that party after Astor’s death and reshaped it as the Vitalists, but he is still inclined to make some placatory gestures to his predecessor.  Especially since Astor is safely dead and thus any honour which accrues to him from the move does not threat Mullins’ own position.

--

Decades of Darkness #176: Ride Through The Night

[1] i.e. General of the Army Timothy Pickering Johnson.

--

Decades of Darkness #177: Chasing Rainbows

[1] This is in the region of OTL Baja California, where a small amount of cotton is grown today.  ITTL, although it requires irrigation, this one region has one immense advantage as a cotton-growing region: the boll weevil has never reached there.

[2] The closest ATL equivalent to the Victoria Cross.

[3] Frederick Morton was an “enlightened” colonial leader who had a habit of pushing for colonial expansion as part of exploiting natural resources, along the line of Cecil Rhodes (see posts #104a and b).  Morton Industries is in some ways like De Beers of OTL, although it has other commercial interests and has not quite the same worldwide diamond monopoly of OTL, due to earlier exploitation of Australian diamonds.

[4] In OTL, many Americans were sympathetic to the Boer cause, because of the conflict’s resemblance to the American Civil War.  Some state governments even offered to accept the Boers as immigrants.  The Boer leaders declined, preferring their own home.  ITTL, *America supports the Boers for significantly different reasons.  Because of the different *American social structure and increased English settlement in South Africa, Boers have left South Africa for the United States in greatly increased numbers over OTL.

[5] This term originates from a Zulu saying, “Umuntu Ngumuntu Ngabantu.”  This means that a person is a person through other people.  The essence of the philosophy is that someone affirms their own humanity when they acknowledge that of others.  It is a central philosophy in OTL’s African National Congress.

[6] More detail about the original founding of South Africa can be found in post #104b.  At first South Africa included six provinces; five have since been added.  The province of Maputo is located in the southernmost area of OTL Mozambique, including Delgola Bay.  The province of Zamebizia includes OTL northern Zimbabwe and a small section of adjoining Mozambique, with is northern border on the River Zambezi.  The province of South Mozambique is located in the central coastal regions of OTL Mozambique, and also has a northern border on the Zambezi.  The province of Niassa is located on the shores of Lake Malawi, encompassing what in OTL is northern Malawi and eastern Zambia.  The province of North Mozambique is located in the OTL region of southern Malawi and northern Mozambique to the River Lurio, south of the OTL border between Mozambique and Tanzania.

[7] The ATL name for the Argyle diamond mine in the Kimberly region of Australia.  It produces a third of the world’s diamond supply by volume (less by value).

[8] The ATL equivalent of the Merlin diamond mine in Australia’s Northern Territory, which produces an unusually high proportion of gem-quality diamonds.

--

Decades of Darkness #178: The One Regret Of My Life

[1] The Luftmacht uses ranks which are directly equivalent to ranks within the German Army, rather than any separate titles.

--

Decades of Darkness #180: The Cold Light of the Sun

[1] While Ireland has been a separate nation from Britain since 1862, and possesses its own armed forces, a considerable number of poorer Irish enlisted in the British armed forces as well, up until the North American War and even some after that time.  These mostly joined the British Army, but a few entered the Royal Navy as well.

[2] In fact, the other main motivation was to avoid any clashes with the remaining German forces gathered in Buenos Aires.

[3] This is an anti-arlac high-explosive shaped-charged warhead delivered by a spigot mortar, much like the British PIAT used in WW2.

--

Decades of Darkness #181a: Victoria Aut Mors

[1] A non-vitalist would probably describe the two forces driving Mullins as anger and paranoia, rather than just suspicion.

[2] Terry Rundle, the New England Secretary of Public Relations (propaganda).

[3] Many British imports in fact originate in the United States, but these have to be sent via New England.

[4] KSA: Knight of the Most Exalted Order of the Star of Australia, the oldest purely Australian order of knighthood, created in 1850.

[5] The first infamous German autocrat – in Russian eyes – being Otto von Bismarck.

[6] I-Day is the German name for the landings of the first wave on 12 June, which were a strategic feint designed to commit the Royal Navy to battle and destroy most o what remained of Britain’s sky forces.

[7] Conscription was forbidden in New England due to the Washington restrictions.  However, Mullins could have gotten around this if he had been inclined to do so.  “Volunteers” would have been easily arranged, as indeed they had been in the early days of the war.  Some historians (although not Shalamov) argue that the rapid drop-off in New England volunteers after Russian entry into the war was an early sign that Mullins was pessimistic about the prospects for success.

[8] Blitzcraft is the generic name for any non-propeller skycraft.  In the 1970s, it is effectively synonymous with jets (flame engines ITTL), although the term is also used to refer to various rocket-powered skycraft, most of which were only experimental.

[9] The Pobyeda [Victory] was the main Russian strategic bomber of the Great War, with an operating radius of up to 5000 km depending on bomb load.

--

Decades of Darkness #181b: Donatio Mortis Causa

[1] William Joyce is actually of Irish-Yankee descent, but he is not above misstating his origins.

[2] An error on Kazungu’s part: Simon Perles German rank was Generalleutnant, which is equivalent to a Major General.

[3] Germany has developed its military doctrines based on the experiences of the North American War and Brazilian Civil War, where armoured vehicles were not effective on their own, but only when combined with infantry assault.

[4] The Jäger-Doter series (models I to V) were the most numerous German panzers built in the period 1909-1929.  The JD-Vs were state of the art in 1926 when they were first deployed operationally, but Germany’s rivals developed heavier arlacs which would be taken into the Great War.  The JD series were replaced in 1930-1 by heavier designs, most notably the Lion (heavy) and Lynx (medium) panzers.

[5] Literally, Armoured Engineer’s Vehicle.  An ATL equivalent of the AVRE (Armoured Vehicle, Royal Engineers) used in the D-Day landings.

[6] Or 884, depending on which source you ask.

[7] i.e. pirates and enemies fought in colonial wars, such as China.

[8] i.e. the USS Vanguard, TTL’s equivalent to HMS Dreadnought.

[9] Speck would usually be translated as ‘Bacon’, but unlike the code-names for the other invasion beaches, this name is traditionally left untranslated in history texts written in English.

[10] More accurately, inflict enough losses that the surviving German warships can do a reasonable job of holding off naval raids.

--

Decades of Darkness #184: Much Ado About Everything

[1] A reference to the “fire squads” which the *USA used to suppress guerrillas and their civilian support in the former Colombia.  See post #163a.

--

Decades of Darkness Interlude #7: Sharing All The World

[1] Yosemite National Park, established in 1872, covers a similar area to OTL’s Yosemite.  Three Rivers National Park covers most of the area of OTL’s Sequoia and King Canyon National Parks.  Yellowstone National Park is somewhat larger than the OTL equivalent, including some nearby areas such as Hebgen Lake.  Grand Delta is a national park which includes most of the Colorado River Delta.

[2] Redwood Lodge is a lobby group formed to protect environmental interests in the United States, similar to the OTL Sierra Club.  It received its name because its first meetings were held in a redwood lodge on Muriel Hayden’s ranch.

[3] Buffalo are properly called American bison, but most ATL sources prefer the first name.  ATL American bison were hunted out for much the same reasons as they were hunted historically: to destroy the livelihood of the Great Plains tribes, and to allow ranchers to run cattle without competition.  In DoD, American bison were hunted even more vigorously than in OTL, because of the greater persecution of the Amerindians, and the species was eventually driven to extinction.

[4] As in OTL, passenger pigeons were commercially hunted as a cheap source of meat for slaves and poor whites.  With continued slavery and a larger slave population, this has meant that the passenger pigeon was hunted more vigorously, and was driven extinct eight years before this happened historically.

[5] The National Heritage Service is roughly equivalent to the OTL National Parks Service.  It oversees national parks, national monuments, and a variety of other heritage properties.

[6] The Stirling Star is one of the main tabloid newspapers of Stirling [Perth, Western Australia].  Column 11 is a regular feature which appears on the eleventh page of every Sunday edition.  It focuses on external stories (i.e. outside Stirling, whether national or international) which are about light-hearted, humorous, exotic or unusual events.

[7] Who probably just liked the idea of being able to hunt big cats.

[8] Cassius Marcellus Clay was a would-be Kentuckian abolitionist who led an armed uprising which was intended to force an emancipation program in Kentucky.  He failed and was killed, although he took a lot of Kentucky legislators with him.  See post #53b.

[9] This is a reference to the Second Congress of Vienna, which reached a diplomatic resolution to the end of the Turkish War and the Swiss and Italian War.  See post #63.

[10] The Eastern states is the *American name for most of the states along the Atlantic coast, stretching from OTL Delaware to Florida.

[11] The Liverpool Star is the main daily broadsheet newspaper of Liverpool [Melbourne, Australia].

[12] Wayne Maclean is the shadow treasurer of the Christian Socialists, the main opposition party in Australia.  As such, he is responsible for making statements on economic policy.

--

Decades of Darkness #185: All Under Heaven

[1] Xinjing is OTL Beijing, China.  Xinjing means “new capital.”

[2] Nippon and Abyssinia both escaped colonial control during this period.

[3] The Qing Dynasty were originally Manchu invaders who conquered China during the seventeenth century.  Although they have been mostly assimilated into Chinese culture, they still retain a few distinctive elements, and are still perceived as foreigners.

[4] The Pobyeda(Victory) formed the mainstay of the Russian strategic bombing force during the Great War.  It had an operating radius of up to 5000km, depending on its bomb load.  The Pobyeda is a four-engine bomber which is slightly superior to an Avro Lancaster.

[5] Esperanza, Sonora is located approximately at OTL Los Mochis, Sinaloa.  Founded in 1866 as a new city and port at one end of the South-Central Pacific Railroad (New Orleans to Esperanza – the other main spur of the railroad connected to San Francisco), Esperanza is a major agricultural and tourist centre, as well as the site of Fernan Cortes University.

[6] The Russian-Nipponese border in Choson runs from Anju on the west coast roughly east to the Taedong River.  From there it follows the line of the river for most of its length, until it runs east-south-east toward the eastern coast.  The OTL cities of Hamhung and Hungnam are part of Nipponese Choson, just south of the border.

--

Decades of Darkness #186: Never-Ending Road

[1] German Mozambique consists mostly of territory taken from Portugal, it includes OTL northern and central Mozambique, and extends further inland into OTL Zambia and DR Congo.

[2] To put this in OTL terms, Germany has been granted control of West Africa from roughly OTL Senegal to the Ivory Coast.  Portugal now has control of territory stretching roughly from OTL Burkina Faso and Ghana through to Gabon and the Republic of the Congo.

[3] Central Africa was formed from parts of OTL southern Sudan, southern Chad, Central African Republic, and northern DR Congo.

[4] Maguindanao & Sulu comprises most of western Mindanao and neighbouring islands in the Sulu Sea in the OTL Philippines, and most of the modern Malaysian state of Sabah.

--

Decades of Darkness #187: When True Night Falls

[1] In terms of OTL Brazilian state borders, the country has been divided into three parts.  The restored monarchy has established the Empire of the Equator, consisting of the OTL Brazilian states of Amapa, the northern part of Para, most of Maranhao, Piaui, Ceara, Rio Grande do Norte, Paraiba, Pernambuco, Alagoas, Sergipe, and most of Bahia.  The American military territory consists of the south-eastern corner of Bahia, the north-eastern and south-eastern parts of Minas Gerais, Espirito Santo, Rio de Janeiro, most of Sao Paulo apart from the north-western corner, Parana, Santa Catarina, and Rio Grande do Sul.  The United States has also separately annexed some of the northern portions of Roirama and Amazonas.  The Republic of Brazil consists of Tocantins, the south-eastern corner of Maranhao, Goias, the western portions of Minas Gerais, north-western Sao Paulo, Matto Grosso and Matto Grosso do Sul, Rondonia, Acre, most of Amazonas and Roirama apart from the northern regions, and most of Para.  Republican Brazil also includes parts of OTL Paraguay and Charcas.

--

Decades of Darkness #188a: Sceptered Isle

[1] The Palace of Westminster is very different ITTL, having been burnt down in the late 1820s rather than in 1834. The change in circumstances means that it is rebuilt in a high-Gothic style by the architect Thomas Hopper rather than by Charles Barry, making it even more ornate then OTL.

[2] Thanks to various butterflies, ITTL the symbol of Parliament isn’t the Portcullis adopted by Pugin and Barry, but rather a stylised Mace, based on one of the symbols of Parliamentary supremacy.

[3] This song bears little resemblance to OTL’s “Red Flag”, but both were written in the late 1880s by Irishmen living in London. TTL’s song takes its tune from the Liverpudlian folk ballad “Johnny Todd”, which some readers may recognise as the theme tune from the 1960’s British Police show “Z-Cars.”

[4] TTL’s British slang for the police, after Thomas Spring Rice, the Home Secretary at the time of the Metropolitan Police Act of 1830.

[5] James Hamilton was Prime Minister from 1886-1894, and took the Conservatives in a far more interventionist direction than OTL. This caused a general-re-alignment of the parties relatively similar to OTL’s Home Rule and Tariff Reform Crises, although with a very different outcome; British politics is divided between a protectionist Tory Party and a laissez-faire Liberal Party.

[6] ITTL the word ‘bully’ is used rather as the same period would use ‘jingo’; it also specifically denotes a Nationalist, interventionist Tory.

[7] This result bears some resemblances both to the Liberal wipe-out in 1918 and also the Labour catastrophe in 1931. Both cases saw the party vote split, leading to a disproportionately harsh result for the losing party. Similar mechanics are at work ITTL.

[8] “German Sea” was a popular term for the North Sea until WW1 OTL, when for obvious reasons it fell into disuse. ITTL it becomes the accepted term after the Great War.

[9] There are far fewer Jews in London ITTL, mainly because the more liberal Russian regime from the 1880s has not prompted as much emigration, and many of those who have fled Russia have gone instead to Germany or the United States, two nations with a reputation for being very friendly to Jews.

[10] ITTL the geography of East London is rather different compared with OTL, mainly because in the 1820s the property developer William Rhodes went ahead with his plan to build ‘De Beauvoir Town’ north of the Regent’s Canal.

[11] Just as in OTL, in ITTL Birmingham had a population of around 700,000 by 1910.

[12] John Marshall is one of the leaders of the Labour Party in the period; he has more in common with James Maxton than Keir Hardie, as befits the generally more radical tone of the British Labour movement ITTL.

[13] Corby and Runcorn were both New Towns IOTL, although ITTL the sudden arrival of half a million immigrants has brought forward their development. The same can be said for Wolverton, which OTL was one of the many small villages swallowed up by the creation of Milton Keynes.

[14] Hugh Carswell is a very close analogue of Clifford Douglas, the originator of Social Credit. Distributivism is largely similar to Social Credit, although there are some minor differences.  IOTL Douglas' theories became popular in Canada but were largely ignored in his native Britain; ITTL the reverse is true.

--

Decades of Darkness #188b: Blessed Plot

[1] With a stronger, and more decentralised British Empire, the concept of Imperial Federation has been far more popular ITTL than in OTL, and the Hamilton Government almost succeeded in enacting it.

[2] The ‘Craftsman Movement’ is TTL’s equivalent of the Arts and Crafts Movement.

[3] Marochetti also contributed a statue to Parliament IOTL; his representation of Richard the Lionheart still stands outside the House of Lords.

[4] Scylding, and Arthur Rasbold, bear some resemblance to the Lord of the Rings and JRR Tolkien respectively. The cycle is more explicitly Anglo-Saxon compared to LOTR; imagine the protagonists as Rohirrim and the story being closer to Wagner’s Ring Cycle. 

[5] The expedition was rather similar to Robert Baden Powell’s trip to Brownsea Island in 1907.

[6] IOTL, the Fyrd were the Saxon yeomanry, who were called to serve the King for six month periods.

[7] The Daily Sketch is not the same as OTL’s tabloid of the same name, although it is broadly similar in its populist tone.

[8] This is an actual Morris song and folk tune dating back to Elizabethan times.

[9] ITTL the folk song was taken by troops and turned into a trench anthem; this occurred IOTL during WW1 as well, when the words went; “The Bells of Hell go ting-a-ling-a-ling, for you but not for me/And the little devils have a sing-a-ling-a-ling, for you but not for me/Oh death where is they sting-a-ling-a-ling, oh grave thy victory?/The Bells of Hell go ting-a-ling-a-ling, for you but not for me.”

[10] This is more or less the costume of an Anglo-Saxon nobleman.

[11] Literally, “Strength and Faith!”

[12] “Ladies and Gentlemen!”

[13] It should be pointed out that ITTL the Septennial Act is still in force and so General Elections have to be held once every seven years rather than once every five, as in OTL.

[14] IOTL, in The Importance of Being Earnest Jack Worthing uses a similar line when talking about the Liberal Unionists.

[15] Apologies to fans of obscure post-rock indie music of the early 2000s...

--

Decades of Darkness #188c: Seat of Mars

[1] TTL’s “Scottish Party” is rather like its OTL 1930s counterpart, being a moderate party full of “Tartan Tories”, rather than a left-of-centre grouping. ITTL there is a Leftist “National Party of Scotland” as well, but this is marginalised and they have no MPs. 

[2] As in OTL, until this point Wales is essentially considered an integral part of England. ITTL, the Welsh Office is an earlier invention because of the greater mainstream acceptance of nationalism.

[3] ITTL the Labour movement gets going around a decade earlier than OTL, so the Party coalesces in the 1890s. 

[4] This was the case with OTL’s Lloyd George as well, although ITTL this is not as unusual; there are more Welsh speakers thanks to the Celtic revival of the nineteenth century. 

[5] Like Herbert Morrison in OTL, Arnold Cooper controls the Labour party machinery in London.

[6] OTL, a similar act was passed in 1914 and proved just as controversial; FE Smith remarked that the bill “shocked the conscience of every Christian community in Europe,” to widespread ridicule.

[7] This Act has many similarities to OTL’s 1971 Immigration Act.

[8] “Almon” is TTL’s version of Hansard, named after the pioneering eighteenth-century parliamentary reporter John Almon.

[9] The Tory position on the war is very similar that that taken by many on the Right in OTL’s WW2; just as OTL, many on the far right and in the British ‘establishment’ see little reason to fight. Unlike OTL, they may have a point, and this is reflected by the fact that the viewpoint has considerably more support. 

[10] Derek Haynes, the Lord Chancellor, was at the Foreign Office in 1920 when he negotiated the partition of the Portuguese Empire between Britain and Germany.

--

Decades of Darkness #188d: This England


[1] ‘Junius’ was the pseudonym of a notorious anonymous polemicist of the eighteenth century. The author (or authors) of this pamphlet has adopted the name to hide their own identity, a sensible move for an English writer in the immediate aftermath of the Great War.

[2] The author is of course referring to Machiavelli at this point, although he neglects to mention that he was not much of a trader himself.

[3] Henry Blackwood was one of the most celebrated Royal Naval commanders of the Napoleonic period, and brought news of Trafalgar back to Britain in 1806. In 1814 he was created ‘Baronet Blackwood of the Navy’.

[4] Essentially Blackwood followed the traditional British strategy of advancing to the ‘scientific frontier’ in Afghanistan and then daring the Russians to attack; unlike many of Blackwood’s campaigns it was not a difficult one, but by this point his fame has grown to make anything seem like a victory of sorts.

[5] The actual evacuation of Brittany did not require any particular military skill on Blackwood’s part; the Germans were willing to let them flee, since at that point they wanted to explore a negotiated peace with Britain, and let the Allied forces withdraw unopposed as a goodwill gesture.

[6] Blackwood and Wood’s working relationship bears many similarities to Alanbrooke and Churchill’s relationship IOTL; however, Wood is not as tolerant of people prepared to answer him back, and so things quickly sour.

[7] OTL, many prominent people (most famously George Orwell), expected the Home Guard to do exactly this. ITTL there is more of a prospect of this because of greater socialist militancy and the fact that there are already organised left-wing street gangs.

[8] Alvorado and Amero were the last Presidents of El Salvador and Colombia respectively, both of whom surrendered their countries to the Americans. Medise is the verb form of TTL’s version of ‘quisling’, based on José María Medina, who was first installed as president of Honduras with the support of American filibusters, and ultimately (under duress) invited U.S. military forces in to support his regime against his own people. 

[9] An ATL derogatory term for Scottish Labour, referring to their base of support in Catholic Glasgow.

[10] A reliable source states that this remains the case across timelines, and that even in OTL the Three Stag’s Heads is fantastic.

[11] Blake’s poem of 1804 is not as well known as OTL, mainly as it hasn’t been set to music.  (In OTL, it was created into the hymn "Jerusalem" in 1916.)

--

Decades of Darkness Interlude #8: Kingdom of the Empty Throne

[1] It has long been a matter of dispute whether Monmouthshire is in Wales or England; all Acts applying only to Wales until 1956 referred to “Wales and Monmouthshire.” ITTL, this is more of a pressing issue...

--

Decades of Darkness #189: Shards Of A Broken World


[1] The relatively short-lived Italian Civil War resulted into the division of the country into two new nations.  The Republic of Italy consists of the OTL Italian regions of Tuscany, Lazio, Molise, Abruzzo, Marche, and Umbria.  It also includes part of the OTL Italian region of Emilia-Romagna; the provinces of Bologna, Ferrara, Ravenna, Forlì-Cesena and Rimini are part of the Republic of Italy, while the provinces of Piacenza, Parma, Reggio Emilia and Modena were annexed to Germany.  The Kingdom of Italy consists of the OTL Italian regions of Campania, Apulia, Basilicata, Calabria, Sicily, and Sardinia, as well as the island of Corsica (in OTL France).

[2] Germany annexed northern and eastern France, roughly everything north of the Seine (except for Rouen) and east of the Saone until that joins the Rhone, and then all former French territory east of the Rhone until that river reaches the Mediterranean.  Germany also took Lyons and its environs west of the Saone and the Rhone.  Paris and its environs were not annexed, but created as the Special Administrative Region of Paris.  The remainder of France was divided into a number of puppet states which were based on historical (medieval) divisions of France: Normandy, Brittany, Maine, Anjou, Berry, Poitou, Gascony, Languedoc, Auvergne, and Burgundy.  The borders of these new states do not always correspond with the medieval divisions.

[3] Bavaria, Hanover, Wurttemberg and Elsass-Lothringen.

[4] This is because the United States remained at war with Chile until 1935.

[5] The division of Syria and Lebanon was conducted for religious reasons; Muslims were the majority in Syria but non-Muslims formed the majority in Lebanon (only because the Russians considered the Druze as non-Muslim).

[6] The NLPP (National Liberal & Peoples Parties) is the main party in what was then Edmund Schulthess’s coalition government.

[7] The members of the Restored Empire aren’t particularly keen on being automatically committed to a war with Russia, particularly for a nation which has such a long and difficult-to-defend land border.

[8] TTL’s town of Harlow is what is called Old Harlow in OTL; the new town was built post-WW2.

[9] Similar to what happened in WW1 in OTL, the British royal family found it prudent to change the name of their dynasty to Windsor during the Great War.  In OTL, the British monarchy was of the House of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha.  ITTL, the British monarchy remained of the House of Hanover (since it continued in the male line instead of through Queen Victoria), but this was still considered too German-sounding a name during the Great War, so Richard IV changed the family name to the House of Windsor shortly before his death.

--

Decades of Darkness #190: New Horizons


[1] Terry Rundle, the New England Secretary for Public Relations (i.e. propaganda).

[2] New England’s presidents are inaugurated on the last Tuesday in January in the year following their election; Mullins was re-inaugurated as president on 31 January 1933.  This was a result of the Third Amendment to the New England constitution.  Prior to that, New England’s presidents were inaugurated on 4 March, a date which is still maintained in the United States.

--


